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IF  we  would  know  a  man  we  must  study  his  hereditary 
characteristics  and  his  environment.  It  is  of  special 
moment  that  the  latter  should  be  known  during  the  early 
years  when  the  mind  and  the  disposition  as  well,  are 
plastic  and  in  a  formative  condition.  Race  qualities  are 
more  permanent  and  important  than  those  variations  in 
them  which  come  from  the  family.  To  know  that  a 
man  belongs  to  the  English  race,  rather  than  to  the 
Spanish,  for  example,  is  vastly  more  important  than  to 
know  that  he  belongs  to  the  Adams  family,  instead  of  to 
the  Lee. 

This  fact  aids  us  in  our  study  of  Clay.  We  know  lit- 
tle of  his  remote,  and  scarcely  more  of  his  immediate  an- 
cestry. However,  we  do  know  that  he  belonged  to  the 
English  race,  and  that  his  ancestry  were  English,  even  if 
the  attempt  to  connect  them  with  royal  blood  has  little 
or  no  foundation.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  great 
"common  people."  He  needs,  no  more  than  Lincoln 
does,  the  adventitious  aid  of  "blood"  to  give  him  a  great 
place  in  American  history. 

His  father  was  Rev.  John  Clay,  a  Baptist  clergyman; 
his  mother  a  Miss  Hudson,  before  marriage.  Both  were 
Virginians   by   birth,    and   both   of   English     ancestry. 
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Clay's  father  died  when  Henry  was  only  four  years  old, 
leaving  him  the  seventh  and  youngest  living  child  of 
a  family  of  eight.  Tradition  rather  than  history  tells 
us  that  Rev.  John  Clay  was  an  earnest,  able  man  with 
good  power  as  a  public  speaker.  He  left  a  small 
poor  farm  to  his  widow  and  seven  children.  With  the  help 
of  her  children  Mrs.  Clay  was  able  to  make  a  living  for 
herself  and  them.  Yet  the  fact  that  we  hear  of  Henry 
Clay,  as  a  barefoot  boy,  plowing,  and  carrying  the  grain 
to  the  grist-mill  on  horse-back,  proves  that  labor  and 
poverty  were  both  present,  and  at  work  fitting  '  'The 
Mill-boy  of  the  Slashes' '  for  his  future  career.  We  know 
almost  nothing  of  Henry  Clay  till  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age.  But  we  may  presume  he  spent  his  time  much  as 
other  farmer  boys  did  and  do,  going  to  school  when  he 
could,  and  aiding  in  the  farm  work  more  and  more  as 
the  years  passed.  Perhaps  there  are  a  million  American 
boys  to-day  whose  lives  are  not  essentially  different  from 
his,  except  as  the  inventions  of  the  last  century  have  pro- 
duced changes. 

While,  as  a  boy,  and  later  as  a  man,  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  slavery,  he  never  outgrew  the  fact  that  to  him 
labor  was  honorable,  for  it  was  an  every  day  fact  of  his 
early  life.  Also,  as  we  shall  see,  he  never  forgot  his 
love  of  rural  Occupations. 

Henry  Clay  was  born  April  12,  1777,  near  Richmond, 
Virginia.  It  should  be  noticed  that  Independence  had 
been  declared  only  a  year  before.  His  earliest  impress- 
ions, therefore,  as  a  little  six  year  old  boy  when  Peace 
came,  were  received  in  the  midst  of  war.     How  tenacious 
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these  first  impressions  are,  we  all  know.  Once  at  least 
he  may  have  seen  the  British  soldiers,  as  they,  in  17  81, 
made  their  raid  through  Virginia.  His  great  rival,  Web- 
ster, was  five  years  his  junior,  but  even  he  was  born  dur- 
ing the  contest  for  Independence.  Thus  these  two  great 
nationalists  came  into  being  in  a  Revolutionary  era,  and 


Birthplace  of  Henry  Clay. 

may  have  imbibed  some  of  their  love  for  the  Union  from 
the  atmosphere  into  which  they  were  born. 

Clay's  formal  education  was  limited  to  perhaps  three 
years,  under  Peter  Deacon,  an  Englishman,  who  was  the 
teacher  of  the  district  of  the  "Slashes"  where  the  Clays 
lived.  The  main  characteristic  of  Peter  which  has  come 
down  to  us  is  connected  with  his  excessive  drinking. 
Tradition  says  he  was  a  good  teacher;  Clay  says  however 
that  he  learned  to  read,  to  write,  and  to  cipher  as  '  'far  as 
Practice,"    in  an  indifferent  manner.      Like,   perhaps, 
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most  boys  who  have  reached  any  eminence  in  later  years, 
Henry  was  an  inveterate  reader  as  far  back  in  his  career 
as  we  can  go.  In  his  mature  manhood  this  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  a  characteristic;  then  he  gained  his 
knowledge  largely  from  contact  with  people,  and  by  a 
sort  of  intuitive  absorption. 

Clay  left  his  mother's  farm  at  fourteen  to  enter  a  small 
retail  store  as  clerk.  Of  his  work  there  we  know  noth- 
ing; but  we  may  presume  that  the  experience  gained  pre- 
pared him  to  some  extent  for  his  next  step,  by  bringing 
him  more  into  contact  with  people,  and  by  familiarizing 
him  with  the  ways  of  the  city.  His  mother  had  in  1792 
married  Captain  Henry  Watkins.  Through  his  influence 
Henry  obtained  a  place  as  a  supernumerary  assistant  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of 
Virginia. 

We  have  now  reached  the  first  turning  point  in  the 
career  of  Henry  Clay.  In  this  office  he  had  to  copy  legal 
documents,  and  to  do  such  general  writing  as  he  might 
be  called  upon  to  do.  System  and  order  had  to  be  cul- 
tivated. A  good  penmanship  had  to  be  formed.  But 
even  more  important  still,  he  was  here  brought  into  con- 
tact more  or  less  intimately  with  many  of  the  best  men 
in  the  state.  He  would  hear  their  conversation,  and  to 
one,  with  his  eager  acquisitive  mind,  this  meant  the  stor- 
ing therein  of  a  vast  mass  of  information.  When  he  en- 
tered the  office  he  appeared  to  his  fellow  clerks,  green 
and  awkward.  One  of  them  has  left  us  an  account  of 
this  first  impression  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix 
to  this  volume.     Soon  however,  the  tide  turned,  and  he 
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became  the  most  popular  one  of  their  number. 

Only  a  short  time  elapsed  before  he  was  noticed  by 
Chancellor  Wythe,  one  of  the  noblest  and  ablest  of  Vir- 
ginia's lawyers,  who  made  Henry  his  private  amanuen- 
sis. How  much  of  his  time  was  given  to  this  work,  and 
what  proportion  of  it  to  his  duties,  as  clerk,  we  do  not 
know.  There  is,  however,  at  least  one  remnant  of  this 
work  extant.  Among  the  manuscripts  in  the  collections 
of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Washington,  there  is  a  legal 
work  by  Chancellor  Wythe,  copied  by  Clay  while  acting 
as  amanuensis  for  the  great  Virginia  lawyer.  In  it  are 
Latin  and  Greeks  quotations,  and  as  Clay  knew  neither 
language  we  can  understand  the  pains  he  took  to  imi- 
tate the  forms  which  he  copied.  But  the  mere  fact  that 
he  became  at  fifteen  or  sixteen  the  trusted  friend  of  Chan- 
cellor Wythe  was  almost  an  education  in  itself.  Mr. 
Wythe  was  able,  honest  and  laborious;  he  was  a  friend  of 
all  the  Virginia  statesmen  of  the  time.  He  was  an 
opponent  of  slavery  and  one  who  like  Washington  acted 
in  accordance  with  his  profession.  Washington  freed 
his  slaves  by  his  will;  but  Wythe  did  not  wait  for  death, 
but  gave  them  freedom  and  aid  while  yet  he  could  ad- 
minister it. 

Here  no  doubt  young  Clay  saw,  and  perhaps  met 
Washington,  Jefferson  and  Marshall  as  the  former  was 
an  intimate  friend,  and  the  two  latter  had  been  law  stu- 
dents in  Wythe's  office.  We  know  from  his  own  recol- 
lections that  he  heard  Patrick  Henry  and  went  away  en- 
tranced. These  two  men  had  enough  in  common,  in  the 
fact  that  their  feelings  and  emotions  governed  them  to  a 
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great  extent,  that  it  is  not  strange  that  the  boy  was  car- 
ried away  by  the  impetuous  oratory  of  the  man  Patrick 
Henry.  Thus,  during  these  years,  from  the  age  of  fif- 
teen till  he  reached  his  twentieth  year  Clay  was  in  a 
practical  school  of  the  very  best  kind.  Few  young  men 
were  so  favorably  situated  as  he,  though  it  has  been  the 
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fashion  of  historians  to  speak  as  if  he  had  never  had  any 
advantages.  He  lacked  only  in  the  systematic  training 
which  school  and  college  may  give.  Here  even  we  are 
uncertain  how  great  the  lack  was,  for  we  know  that  he 
read  widely  under  the  advice  of  Mr.  Wythe,  and  from  the 
list  of  books  which  have  come  down  to  us  as  among 
those  read,  we  know  that  much  sound  literature  was  cov- 
ered. That  there  was  a  lack  in  his  mental  processes  in 
later  years  we  know,  for  he  was  always  more  or  less 
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superficial,  ready  to  jump  at  conclusions,  and  moved  by 
momentary  impulses.  But  college  men  of  the  highest 
culture  are  not  free  from  these  faults,  hence  we  cannot 
be  sure  that  a  college  training  would  have  cured  these 
defects.  He  left  this  work  in  1796,  going  into  the  law 
office  of  Ex-Governor  Francis  Brooke,  who  was  at 
this  time  Attorney-General  of  the  state.  For  something 
like'  a  year  he  devoted  his  whole  time,  as  far  as  we  know, 
-to  the  study  of  law.  Again  he  was  favorably  situated, 
for  Mr.  Brooke  was  not  only  an  able  lawyer,  but  a  help- 
ful adviser.  These  two  men  remained  life-long  friends, 
and  their  private  correspondence  in  later  years  gives  us 
many  an  insight  into  the  views  of  Clay  to  which  we 
should  not  otherwise  have  access. 

At  last  Clay  was  ready  to  begin  his  public  life,  and  at 
twenty  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  standard  per- 
haps was  not  high;  yet  we  need  not  conceive  it  too  low, 
for  Clay  had  been  in  fact  studying  law,  not  one  year,  but 
five,  for  much  of  his  work  with  Chancellor  Wythe  and 
in  the  Clerk's  office  was  fitting  him  for  his  legal  exam- 
inations. Clay  had,  while  in  Richmond,  been  one  of 
the  most  active  young  men  in  founding  and  in  sustain- 
ing a  debating  club.  Tradition  again  says  that  Clay's 
speeches,  even  here,  made  him  a  marked  man,  and  se- 
cured him  friends  on  all  sides. 

This  then  in  outline  is  about  all  that  we  know  of  Clay 
until  we  find  him  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  the  fall  of 
1797,  ready  to  begin  the  practice  of  law.  It  is  a  meagre 
record,  but  it  may  be  paralleled  in  its  brevity  by  that  of 
many  of  America's  foremost  men.     In  this  country  caste 
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and  class  have  not  been  marked  enough  to  hold  men 
down.  The  nation  has  in  part  at  least  been  able  to  prof- 
it by  finding  and  using  its  talent  and  genius  even  when 
they  have  sprung,  as  in  the  cases  of  Lincoln,  Garrison, 
Roger  Sherman,  Franklin,  and  scores  of  others,  as  well 
as  Clay,  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life.  We  have  seen 
Clay  on  the  farm,  barefooted;  in  the  little  store;  in  the 
clerk's  office  as  a  copyist;  as  the  amanuensis  of  Chancel- 
lor Wythe;  and  finally  as  a  student  of  law.  About  all 
we  know  in  detail,  has  been  given;  but  the  spirit  of  it  all 
should  be  noted.  All  the  records  and  traditions  point  to 
the  one  conclusion,  that  at  this  period  of  his  life  at  least, 
he  was  studious,  moral  and  respected  by  all.  Was  he 
as  engaging  in  manners,  as  captivating  in  conversation, 
as  loved  by  his  friends  as  in  later  years?  Was  he  also  as 
assertive,  as  fond  of  command  and  leadership?  We  can- 
not say.  Even  tradition  gives  us  .little  to  build  on. 
However,  in  embryo,  we  can  see  even  from  our  meagre 
record  something  of  the  Clay  of  later  years. 

November,  1797,  found  Clay  settled  at  Lexington, 
Kentucky.  From  this  time  to  his  death  in  1852,  it  re- 
mained his  home,  and  its  people  his  strongest  friends 
and  supporters.  Lexington  was,  perhaps,  the  center  of 
education  and  culture  in  the  state.  It  prided  itself  on  its 
able  men,  its  schools,  its  colleges.  It  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  famous  "blue  grass"  region,  and  was  not  sur- 
passed by  any  part  of  the  state  in  the  fertility  of  its  soil. 
The  bar  of  Lexington  included  such  men  as  George 
Nicholas,  John  Breckinridge,  James  Brown,  and  William 
Murray,  men  of  note  and  standing  in  the  state,  and  some 
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of  them  in  the  nation,  even.  Clay  pursued  his  law 
studies  for  a  few  months  after  reaching  Kentucky; 
then  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  its  courts  in 
competition  with  such  men  as  those  mentioned  above. 
That  within  two  years  he  could  establish  himself  and 
gain  a  paying  practice,  proves  the  capacity  of  the 
man.  In  1799  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  mar- 
ried Ivucretia  Hart,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  wealthy 
farmers  or  planters  of  that  region.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  was  four  years  his  junior. 
They  had  eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters. 
Of  the  latter  only  two  lived  to  grow  to  womanhood. 
One  of  these,  Anna,  was  his  favored  child,  and  was  said 
to  be  much  like  her  father.  When  he  learned  while  he 
was  at  Washington  of  her  sudden  death,  it  is  said  that  he 
fainted  away,  and  was  much  prostrated  for  many  days. 
It  was  only  by  the  greatest  exertion  of  will  that  he 
shook  off  the  depression  and  resumed  his  place  in  the 
Senate.  This  was  in  1835,  during  the  time  of  his  great 
struggle  with  Jackson,  when  he  is  said  to  have  remarked, 
"My  country  and  my  state  need  my  services,  so  why 
should  I  bow  down  to  my  private  griefs?' '  Three  of  his 
sons  were  lawyers.  One  of  them  was  also  a  graduate  of 
West  Point.  The  latter,  Henry,  Jr.,  was  killed  during 
the  Mexican  War.  The  last  son  died  in  Kentucky  in 
1879. 

We  need  not  dwell  long  on  Clay's  career  as  a  lawyer. 
Within  a  few  months  after  he  began  his  practice  it 
rivaled  that  of  many  of  the  older  men  at  the  bar.  A 
very  few  years  found  him  with  a  sufficient  income  to 
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justify  him  in  purchasing  Ashland,  an  estate  of  some- 
thing over  five  hundred  acres,  situated  just  on  the  out- 
skirts of  L,exington.  How  much,  if  any  part,  of  the 
means  to  make  this  purchase  came  from  his  wife,  I  have 
no  evidence.  There  is  little  recorded  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  cases  that  came  to  him,  or  of  their  paying 
qualities.  We  find  the  statement  made  that  in  1806, 
when  he  went  to  Washington,  as  senator,  for  the  first 
time,  his  clients  gave  him  $3,000  to  look  after  certain 
cases  then  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court.  His  first 
cases  were  in  the  criminal  court,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
never  had  a  man  convicted  whom  he  defended.  In  one 
case  only  was  he  prosecutor  during  his  early  years,  and 
in  this  case  the  man,  a  negro,  was  hung. 

Clay's  sympathetic  and  emotional-  nature,  not  only 
made  him  prefer  the  defence,  but  also  gave  him  the  qual- 
ities that  fitted  him  for  success  on  that  side.  His  power 
over  a  jury  was  early  manifested;  and  no  doubt  he  some- 
times freed  men  whose  deeds  would  have  justly  merited 
death.  One  case  shows  us  that  the  judges  of  the  time 
were  not  always  "up"  on  law.  The  prisoner  had  already 
had  one  trial,  and  although  the  evidence  seemed  over- 
whelming, yet  Clay  had  so  played  on  the  feelings  of  the 
jury  that  it  had  divided  and  failed  to  bring  in  a  verdict. 

In  the  second  trial,  Clay  made  no  defence,  introduced 
no  witnesses;  however  when  he  came  to  make  his  plea, 
he  insisted  that  the  prisoner  could  not  be  tried  again,  as 
it  would  put  him  twice  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb,  which 
was  against  the  constitution.  His  opponents  objected  to 
the  argument.     The  judge  at  first  ruled  it  out  as  an  im- 
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proper  plea.  Clay  then  threw  down  his  brief,  gathered 
up  his  papers,  left  the  room,  remarking  that  he  would 
not  plead  at  all,  if  his  client  was  to  be  deprived  of  his 
rights.  In  a  short  time  as  Clay  had  expected,  a  messen- 
ger came  from  the  judge  announcing  that  he  might  con- 
tinue his  plea,  including  this  point  in  his  argument.  He 
returned  and  so  worked  on  the  jury  that  they  brought  in 
a  verdict  of  "not  guilty. "  Here  we  see  a  trait  of  Clay 
that  under  some  form  or  other  manifested  itself  in  his 
entire  career.  His  aggressive  manner,  his  real  or  appar- 
ent belief  in  his  positions,  his  rather  domineering  man- 
ner, yet  with  a  rare  eloquence,  and  a  masterful  person- 
ality, so  worked  on  others  that  they  submitted  unques- 
tioningly  to  his  leadership,  or  became  his  bitter  oppon- 
ents. 

Clay's  success  as  a  lawyer,  however,  was  not  confined 
entirely  to  criminal  cases.  He  became  noted  for  his 
skill  in  land  law,  and  especially  in  the  somewhat  com- 
plicated cases  that  arose  in  connection  with  the  conflict- 
ing titles  due  to  earfy  grants  by  Virginia.  Some  of  the 
famous  cases  with  which  he  was  connected  had  to  do  with 
national  politics.  Twice  he  was  the  attorney  for  Aaron 
Burr  when  the  latter  was  accused  of  treasonable  conduct 
in  connection  with  his  western  expedition.  At  the  time  of 
his  second  appearance,  December  1806,  he  had  just  been 
chosen  United  States  Senator,  and  seems  to  have  felt 
some  hesitancy  in  regard  to  undertaking  the  defence.  It 
is  also  possible  that  his  faith  in  Burr  which  at  first  seemed 
complete,  was  at  this  time  a  little  shaken.  At  last  before 
appearing  in  court  he  asked  from  Burr  a  statement  of  his 
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plans  in  writing.  Burr  gave  him  a  written  denial  of  any 
wrong  intention,  claiming,  in  fact,  that  the  government 
was  fully  aware  of  his  intentions,  and  approved  them. 
At  the  very  moment  this  was  given  a  messenger  was  ap- 
proaching with  Jefferson's  proclamation  for  his  arrest. 
Clay  never  forgave  this  act,  and  meeting  Burr,  a  few 
years  later,  in  New  York,  he  refused  to  take  his  hand,  or 
to  have  any  further  intimate  acquaintance  with  him. 
Clay  was  also  a  few  months  later  one  of  Blennerhassetts' 
attorneys,  in  his  preliminary  trial  in  Kentucky  for  aid- 
ing Burr  in  his  plot. 

It  is  perhaps  true  that  Clay  never  became  one  of  the 
great  lawyers  of  his  time.  This  conclusion  would  al- 
most necessarily  follow  from  his  personal  qualities,  as 
well  as  from  his  career.  He  studied  cases  and  won  each 
one  upon  its  own  merits.  His  life  work  was  politics 
rather  than  law.  Statecraft  and  statesmanship  took  his 
time,  and  strength.  Little  remained  for  law  proper. 
Yet  he  had  the  ability  to  win  cases,  and  could  no  doubt 
have  made  a  great  lawyer.  He  was  quick,  versatile,  elo- 
quent. Perhaps  he  was  never  over  logical,  and  from 
this  lack  might  have  failed  in  the  very  highest  practice. 
He  was  not  the  rival  of  Webster,  Hopkinson,  or  many 
others  whose  names  might  be  chosen  in  this  field.  Yet 
he  succeeded  in  winning  cases  and  made  money  when  he 
did  give  his  attention  to  his  law.  Once  or  twice  in  his 
career  his  finances  became  so  involved,  that  he  left  poli- 
tics to  recuperate  his  financial  standing,  and  pay  off  his 
debts. 

We  find  Clay's  name  only  rarely  associated  with  the 
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great  law  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Some  of  his 
great  rivals  appear  in  a  large  share  of  the  celebrated  con- 
stitutional cases  of  the  time.  Webster's  name  is  con- 
stant. Wirt's  is  common.  Clay's  appears  only  occas- 
ionaly.  But  does  this  mean  that  we  should  pronounce 
against  him?  Certainly  not,  for  his  field  was  no  less  im- 
portant. He  was  a  powerful,  if  not  a  dominant,  force 
for  forty  years  in  determining  what  laws  should  be 
enacted.  No  talent  however  great  can  compass  all  fields. 
Clay  had  his  place  and  his  work.  How  well  he  filled  the 
one  and  performed  the  other  we  shall  try  to  find  out  as 
we  progress  in  our  study. 

Although  it  was  not  until  1803  that  Clay  was  elected 
to  office,  he  had  before  that  time  taken  his  stand  on  po- 
litical questions.  As  early  as  1798  he  had  urged  strongly 
that  in  revising  the  Kentucky  constitution  provision 
should  be  made  for  gradual  emancipation.  At  that  time  he 
was  still  poor  and  as  yet  under  the  spirit  of  Chancellor 
Wythe.  In  his  later  years  he  referred  to  his  course  at  this 
time  with  approval;  but  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  after  he  him- 
self became  a  large  slave  owner,  his  service  in  the  anti- 
slavery  cause  was  in  profession  rather  than  in  action. 
Yet  it  may  be  admitted  that  Clay  was  always  ready  for 
emancipation  if  he  could  only  have  seen  a  way  to  dis- 
pose of  the  negroes.  To  free  them  without  colonization 
ever  seemed  to  him  a  dangerous  undertaking. 

His  attitude  on  this  question  was  not  liked  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1798;  but  the  radical  stand  he  took  the  same 
year  against  the  alien  acts,  and  especially  against  the 
sedition  act  saved  his  popularity.      Thus  early  we  find 
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Clay  joining  himself  to  the  Jeffersonian  Republicans. 
He  ever  insisted  that  he  remained  a  loyal  follower  of  the 
Republican  school,  and  claimed  in  later  years  that  it  was 
the  Jackson  Democrats  who  formed  the  new  party,  who 
abandoned  their  traditions,  and  not  he. 
'  In  general  in  those  early  days  society  was  rude  both 
in  manners  and  in  dress.  The  -hunter  stage  was  only 
passing  away,  so  it  was  the  bold,  fearless,  confident  man, 
who  impressed  himself  on  the  average  voter.  That  Lex- 
ington was  of  a  higher  social  type  we  may  grant;  yet 
that  the  county  of  Fayette  contained  many  men  of  that 
earlier  stamp  an  anecdote  of  Clay's  first  campaign  shows. 
At  a  large  political  meeting  he  was  asked  if  he  could  shoot. 
On  answering  in  the  affirmative,  he  was  given  a  gun,  a 
mark  was  set  up  and  he  was  requested  to  try  his  aim. 
He  did  so  and  by  luck  hit  the  very  center.  The  cry 
was  raised,  a  chance  shot!  Clay  however  was  equal  to 
the  emergency  and  said  he  would  shoot  again  when  some 
one  beat  his  first  shot.  The  shot,  his  readiness  and  tact 
turned  the  tide  and  he  was  elected  by  a  good  majority. 

Amos  Kendall  who  lived  in  Kentucky  some  years 
later,  and  was  for  a  time  tutor  of  Clay's  children,  has 
left  on  record  the  following  testimony  of  his  impression 
of  Kentucky  at  this  date.  "I  have  I  think  learned  the 
way  to  be  popular  in  Kentucky,  but  do  not  as  yet  put  it 
in  practice.  Drink  whiskey,  and  talk  loud  with  the  full- 
est confidence,  and  you  will  hardly  fail  of  being  called  a 
clever  fellow."  Clay  was  of  a  higher  stamp  than  this, 
but  still  he  loved  a  fine  horse  and  a  good  race;  he  learned 
to  love  cards  and  card-playing  very  greatly  at  this  period 
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of  his  life.  He  was  not  adverse  to  a  duel.  He  had  the 
qualities  which  would  make  him  popular  with  the  Ken- 
tucky people  of  1800;  but  he  also  had  those  that  would 
make  him  loved  by  the  men  who  lived  there  in  1850  as. 
well. 

Clay  was  re-elected  to  each  succeeding  legislature  till 
1809,  when  he  finally  entered  the  national  legislature; 
in  one  house  or  the  other  of  which  he  was  found  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  1806  he  served  in 
the  state  legislature,  and  from  Dec.  29,  1806,  till  March 
4,  1807,  in  the  United  States  senate.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  he  was  not  yet  thirty  when  his  term  expired, 
hence  he  served  the  entire  time  contrary  to  the  terms  of 
the  Federal  constitution. 

There  is  not  a  great  deal  in  his  Kentucky  legislative 
career  that  is  of  sufficient  general  importance  for  us  to 
dwell  upon.  He  took  an  active  part  in  all  its  proceed- 
ings, and  early  became  one  of  the  recognized  leaders  of 
the  Republican  party.  The  newspapers  of  the  day  made 
such  meagre  reports  of  the  legislative  proceedings  that 
it  is  difficult  to  find  out  what  was  done.* 


*In  preparing  this  article  I  had  access, — due  to  the  kindness  of 
Harvard  University — to  incomplete  files  of  The  Kentucky  Gazette  and 
General  Advertiser,  The  Kentucky  Gazette,  The  Independent  Gazet- 
teer and  the  Reporter  published  at  Lexington;  and  also  to  the  Pal- 
ladium, 1  he  Guardian  of  Freedom, The  Western  World  and  The  Ar- 
gus of  Western  America  published  at  Frankfort.  One  might  tran- 
scribe every  word  that  appeared  in  them  all  from  1798  to  1811  con- 
cerning Henry  Clay  and  yet  not  have  very  many  pages  of  print.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  none  of  the  papers  does  he  advertise  as  a 
lawyer.  In  none  as  far  as  I  could  find  was  a  speech  of  his  given.  In 
only  two  connections  is  there  an  extended  notice  of  any  event  in  which 
he  took  part;  one  has  to  do  with  his  duel  with  Humphrey  Marshall, 
and  the  other  with  his  debate  with  Felix  Grundy  concerning  the  re- 
peal uf  the  charter  of  the  Insurance  Company  of  Lexington. 
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From  the  accounts  accessible  Clay  seems  to  have  tak- 
en no  prominent  part  in  the  legislature  of  1803;  but  in 
1804  he  was  pitted  against  Felix  Grundy  who  was  urging 
the  repeal  of  the  charter  of  the  Kentucky  Insurance  Com- 
pany. The  Guardian  of  Freedom  characterizes  Grundy 
as  a  mere  demagogue,  without  knowledge  or  learning 
and  unscruplous,  but  keen  and  adroit.  The  writer 
speaks  of  Clay  in  these  words:  aThe  company  in  the 
interim  received  in  his  legislative  capacity,  a  powerful 
support  from  Henry  Clay,  Esq. ,  a  youthful  patriot,  unit- 
ing in  his  character  most  accomplished  elocution,  with 
an  understanding  comprehensive  and  acute;  and  a  heart 
as  mild  and  honest  as  ever  glowed  in  the  human  bosom." 

The  Palladium  gives  perhaps  a  fairer  version  of  the 
debate.  It  says:  "Mr.  Grundy  led  the  debate  in  favor  of 
repeal ;  and  Mr.  Clay  was  at  the  head  of  the  opposition. 
We  are  happy  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  speeches  of 
both  have  been  taken  down  in  shorthand  and  will  prob- 
ably be  published  as  we  are  convinced  that  in  whatever 
form  they  appear  they  cannot  fail  to  instruct  and  delight. 

The  house  was  much  crowded  during:  the  argument;  a 

00-' 

number  of  ladies  were  present.""*  It  may  be  noted  that 
whatever  the  merits  of  the  case  may  have  been,  that 
Grundy  was  successful  in  the  legislature,  and  the  law 
was  repealed  by  a  large   ^ote,   but  as  the  Governor  in- 

*In  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Susan  M.  Clay  of  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
dated  Sept.  27,  1898,  I  quote  these  words:  "I  have  the  Clay  letters  and 
papers,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  have  none  of  the  speeches  made  in 
this  debate,  and  doubt  if  any  of  them  exist  unless  they  have  been  pre- 
served in  the  family  of  Mr.  Grundy."  I  have  been  unable  to  get  any 
trace  of  either  speech,  and  presume  that  the  editor  never  carried  his 
plan  into  execution." 
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terposed  his  veto,  victory  practically  rested  with  Clay. 

Clay  was  active  in  1805  in  legislative  measures  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  The  Palladium  notes  on  Nov. 
21  and  again  on  the  22,  the  23,  and  the  27,  that  Clay  has 
been  placed  on  committees  to  prepare  and  bring  in  bills. 

The  introduction  of  the  following  resolution,  Nov.  5, 
1805  would  seem  to  indicate  that  Clay  was  aiming  at 
securing  more  system  in  the  management  of  the  finances 
of  the  state:  "Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  finance  be  ap- 
pointed to  consist  of  seven  members,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  and  who 
may  from  time  to  time  suggest  any  new  subjects  of  tax- 
ation, or  defects  in  the  revenue  laws  for  the  consideration 
of  the  house,  and  that  the  said  committee  shall  possess 
the  power  necessary  to  accomplish  the  foregoing  objects. " 
Clay  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee,  but  we 
have  no  record  in  regard  to  what  was  accomplished. 

We  have  now  reached  the  moment  when  Clay  first 
enters  national  politics.  We  wish  we  had  other  records 
than  this  meagre  one  taken  from  The  Palladium  of  Dec. 
11,  1806,  giving  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of 
Nov.  19.  "The  resignation"  of  General  Adair  as  a  sena- 
tor in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  "was  received; 
when  Mr.  Henry  Clay  was  elected  in  his  room,  to  serve 
till  the  4th  of  March  next."  Was  there  a  contest?  Was 
no  thought  given  to  the  fact  that  he  was  not  yet  thirty? 
Why  was  he  chosen?  Such  questions  as  these  come  to 
us,  but  the  answer  can  only  be  a  speculative  one.  "The 
dead  past  has  buried  its  dead." 

At  the  same  session  a  charge  was  made  that  Clay  had 
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been  bribed,  but  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
completely  exonerated  him.  Clay's  political  courage 
was  proved  in  more  than  one  way  in  the  Kentucky  leg- 
islature. At  one  time  a  motion  was  made  to  prohibit 
the  reading  of  any  elementary  law  book  of  England,  or 
the  citation  of  any  English  precedent  in  any  court  in  the 
state.  One  can  hardly  believe  that  prejudice  could  carry 
a  legislature  to  such  an  extreme  as  this.  It  would  have 
cut  Kentucky  off  from  its  past,  and  deprived  it  of  the  use 
of  the  great  principles  of  the  common  law.  Yet  it  was 
found  that  about  four  fifths  of  the  members  were  for  it, 
;.^d  Clay  had  to  use  to  the  utmost  his  reason  and  elo- 
quence to  defeat  the  measure.  For  fear  that  even  he 
could  not  prevent  its  passage  he  moved  to  amend  it  so  as 
to  make  the  prohibition  extend  only  to  decisions  which 
had  been  made  since  1776. 

In  the  last  legislature  in  which  he  sat  a  contested  elec- 
tion case  was  referred  to  his  committee.  The  report  which 
he  then  prepared  became  a  precedent  and  has  been  fol- 
lowed in  similar  cases  in  Kentucky  ever  since.  There 
were  three  candidates  for  the  legislature  from  a  certain 
district.  The  one  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
proved  to  be  disqualified  as  he  at  that  time  held  another 
office.  It  was  claimed  that  the  candidate  having  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  was  then  entitled  to  a  seat. 
Clay  denied  this  asserting  that  there  was  no  election. 
His  logic  was  so  irresistable  that  his  report  was  adopted 
and  has  never  been  contravened. 

The  last  point  in  his  career  in  the  state  legislature 
which  we  need  mention  is  in  connection  with  his  duel 
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with  Humphrey  Marshall.  It  arose  in  a  debate  over  a 
resolution  which  Clay  had  introduced  that  all  members 
should  clothe  themselves  in  homespun  garments.  It 
was  just  after  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  when  the 
patriotic  spirit  was  high.  Clay  was  moved  by  his  desire 
to  free  America  from  all  dependence  on  England  and 
Europe,  and  in  a  small  degree,  perhaps,  by^  his  later  pro- 
tective ideas.  Marshall  as  a  Federalist  taunted  him. 
The  debate  ran  high,  and  led  to  a  challenge  from  Clay. 
Three  rounds  were  fought,  and  both  were  slightly  wound- 
ed. The  correspondence  and  terms  are  peculiarly  ex- 
pressive of  the  age. 

Before  the  close  of  this  period  of  Clay's  life,  he  had 
taken  strong  grounds  in  favor  of  internal  improvements, 
and  had  begun  in  a  tentative  way  to  outline  his  so-called 
"American  System."  However  it  was  not  until  after 
the  experience  of  the  War  of  1812  that  he  became  en- 
tirely clear  and  certain  in  regard  to  his  own  beliefs,  and 
of  the  policy  that  ought  to  be  pursued  by  the  nation. 
The  War  of  181 2  was  vastly  important  in  giving  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  a  true  view  of  themselves,  as 
well  as  a  place  in  the  world's  estimation.  Clay  was  a 
leader  among  the  men  in  favor  of  the  war;  yet  it  may  be 
said  that  it  caused  him,  also,  to  develop  with  great  rapid- 
ity,and  left  him  perhaps  the  truly  national  statesman  that 
he  remained  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

Before  entering  the  House  in  November,  1811,  Clay 
had  served  two  short  terms  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Senate. 
About  four  months  in  1807,  when  he  had  proved  his 
energy  and  fearlessness  by  making  a  motion  the  fourth 
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day  after  taking  his  seat,  and  by  two  or  three  short 
speeches  in  advocacy  of  the  policy  of  internal  improve- 
ments at  a  later  date.  At  that  time  he  desired  to  have 
certain  lands  set  apart  to  pay   for  the    construction  of  a 


The  Old  House  of  Representatives  in  the  time  of  Henry  Clay. 
Now  Statuary  Hall. 

canal  on  the  Kentucky  side,   around  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio,  near  Louisville. 

From  1809  to  181 1  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  Sena- 
torial life,  and  made  himself  a  national  reputation  as  an 
orator  and  an  energetic  party  leader.  In  the  first  of  his 
Congressional  speeches,  which  have  been  preserved  for 
us,  he  argued  in  favor  of  giving  encouragement  to  domes- 
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tic  manufactures,  not  to  the  extent  of  making  us  a  nation 
manufacturing  for  exportation,  but  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  supply  our  own  needs.  "The  nation,"  he  says,  "which 
imports  its  clothing  from  abroad  is  but  little  less  depend- 
ent than  if  it  imported  its  bread." 

Clay's  next  speech  was  in  advocacy  of  the  claim  that 
West  Florida  had  been  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase. 
He  argued  well  in  support  of  this  position,  and  showed 
care  in  investigation  and  keen  ability  in  stating  his 
points.  This  speech  proved  his  intense  Americanism 
and  his  willingness  to  defy  Spain  and  England  too,  if 
necessary.  He  was  for  taking  immediate  possession  of 
that  which  he  believed  to  be  our  own. 

But  his  first  really  great  speech  was  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  recharter  of  the  National  Bank.  Clay's  later 
years  are  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  Bank,  as  its 
greatest  champion,  that  it  is  seldom  noticed  that  he  be- 
gan his  national  career  as  its  opponent,  on  grounds  of  both 
unconstitutionality  and  in  expediency.  He  found  no  clause 
in  the  constitution  from  which  there  might  be  implied 
the  right  to  charter  such  a  bank.  In  many  ways  he 
was  already  breaking  from  the  strict-construction  views 
of  the  early  Republicans,  but  in  this  case  we  find  him 
arguing  along  the  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
Resolutions  of  1798.  Mr.  Richie  of  the  Virginia  Exam- 
iner claims  that  Clay  never  satisfactorily  answered  his 
own  arguments  as  set  forth  at  this  time. 

In  1 816,  Clay  admitted  that  his  views  had  undergone 
a  change,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  rather 
shifted  his  grounds  than  attempted  to  answer  his  ar- 
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guments  of  181 1.  He  frankly  confessed  that  he  had 
modified  his  views,  yet  he  attempted  to  make  the  change 
seem  as  little  as  possible.  In  181 6  he  emphasized  the  fact 
that  the  Kentucky  legislature  in  181 1  had  instructed 
him  to  oppose  the  recharter,  and  stated  that  that  was 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  his  action.  However  it 
will  be  noticed  that  in  his  speech  of  181 1  he  put  very 
little  stress  on  this  factor.  He  also  claimed  the  old  bank 
had  not  been  strictly  true  to  its  obligations,  which  was 
a  cause  for  his  opposition;  again  he  had  made  little  of 
this  in  earlier  years.  His  biographers  have,  in  general, 
asserted  that  this  is  the  only  change  on  any  great  meas- 
ure that  he  made  during  his  long  political  career.  He 
himself  asserts  this  on  more  than  one  occasion.  It  may 
be  true  that  in  belief  he  made  no  other  such  marked 
change;  but  in  actions  he  was  not  always  consistent  as 
we  shall  see  in  our  later  discussions. 

We  are  now  ready  to  turn  to  Clay's  career  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  was  a  member  con- 
tinually from  181 1  to  1825  with  two  short  exceptions; 
one  during  the  time  he  was  in  Europe  as  Peace  Com- 
missioner, 1814-1815;  and  the  other  1821-22  when  he 
resigned  that  he  might  recuperate  his  private  finances 
which  were  in  a  deplorable  condition. 

Clay  took  his  seat  in  the  House  Nov.  3,  and  was  elect- 
ed speaker  the  same  day  by  the  following  vote;  Clay  75, 
Bibb  38,  and  six  scattering.  He  is  the  only  man  in 
American  History  who  began  his  career  in  the  House  as 
its  speaker.  The  choice  proved  to  be  an  exceedingly  wise 
one,  as  he  was  quick,  alert,  ready  and  firm,  as  well  as  in 


28 


HENRY  CLAY. 


general,  just  and  fair.     On  his  election  he  addressed  the 
House  in  these  words: — 

"In  coming  to  the  station  which  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  assign  me — an  honor  for  which  you  will  be 
pleased  to  accept  my  thanks — I  obey  rather  your  com- 
mands than   my  own  inclinations.    I  am  sensible  of  the 

imperfections  which  I 
bring  along  with  me, 
and  a  consciousness  of 
these  would  deter  me 
from  attempting  a  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of 
the  chair,  did  I  not  rely 
confidently  upon  youi 
support.  Should  the 
rare  and  delicate  occa- 
sion present  itself  when 
your  speaker  should  be 
called  upon  to  check  or 
control  the  wanderings 
or  intemperances  in  debate,  your  justice  will,  I  hope,  as- 
cribe to  his  interposition  the  motives  only  of  public  good 
and  a  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  house.  And  in  all  in- 
stances be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  I  shall  with  infinite 
pleasure,  afford  every  facility  in  my  power  to  the  des- 
patch of  public  business,  in  the  most  agreeable  manner.' ' 
Clay  was  speaker  during  practically  all  the  time  he 
was  a  member  of  the  House.  Usually  he  was  chosen 
with  little  or  no  opposition.  Yet  it  cannot  be  said  it 
was  because  he  was  colorless.     On  the  contrary  he  spoke 
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often,  and  on  nearly  all  important  questions  that  came 
before  Congress.  His  speeches  are  also  marked  by  in- 
cisive vigor  and  frequently  with  a  cutting  sarcasm  that 
could' not  have  been  without  its  sting.  Neither  was  he. 
always  by  any  means  on  the  winning  side.  In  his  at- 
tacks upon  Jackson's  course  in  the  Seminole  War,  as 
well  as  in  his  measures  concerning  the  South  American 
Republics  he  was  in  a  minority.  However  when  the 
time  came  for  the  election  to  the  speakership,  if  Clay 
wished  the  place,  there  was  no  chance  for  any  one 
against  him.  Certainly  the  half  dozen  times  he  was 
chosen  speaker  must  lead  us  to  believe  there  was  hon- 
esty of  purpose,  and  ability  in  action,  or  such  a  career 
could  not  have  been  possible.  It  is  impossible  in  a  brief 
account  like  this,  to  follow  Clay  into  the  details  of  his 
life  during  the-e  years  -  in  many  respects  his  most  inter- 
esting years.  It  may  be  said  that  the  course  of  Ameri- 
can History  was  changed  to  some  degree  by  him.  Per- 
haps, indeed,  no  other  man  unless  it  were  Jackson  had  so 
much  influence  on  its  destiny  as  he.  Clay  was  not  as 
solid  as  Webster,  as  devoted  to  a  cause  as  Calhoun, 
as  determined  as  Jackson,  yet  he  surpassed  either  of 
them  in  political  leadership.  He  was  never  greatly  out 
of  sympathy  with  his  times.  He  absorbed  public  feel- 
ing, and  led  rather  than  created  it;  but  his  influence 
itself  was  a  factor  in  making  it.  In  these  earlier  years 
of  our  history  leadership  meant  more  than  it  does  to-day. 
But  even  then,  it  must  ever  be  kept  in  mind,  the  his- 
tory of  the  time  cannot  be  told  in  the  life  of  any  one 
great  man/ nor  even  in  the  lives  of  all  the  noted  states- 
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men;  even  then  the  people  through  public  opinion  were 
the  ruling  power  in  the  long  run. 

As  the  great  leader  in  the  west,  in  1812,  Clay,  joined 
by  Calhoun,  Lowndes,  Porter  and  others  decided  that 
the  time  for  war  had  come.  England  must  cease  to  im- 
press American  seamen,  to  blockade  American  ports, 
and  to  intercept  and  practically  destroy  American  com- 
merce. France  must  learn  to  respect  our  rights.  It 
mattered  little  with  which  one  the  war  should  take 
place.  Circumstances,  rather  than  choice,  decided  that 
England  should  be  the  enemy.  Clay  remarked  once  that 
it  was  only  our  inability  which  deterred  us  from  declar- 
ing war  against  them  both. 

•  But  Clay  himself  can  best  tell  us  his  view  at  this 
time.  His  speeches  made  in  connection  with  the  war  of 
181 2  are  among  the  most  eloquent  he  ever  made.  In 
urging  an  increase  of  the  navy  he  said: 

"The  groundless  imputation,  that  those  who  are 
friendly  to  a  navy,  were  espousing  a  principal  inimical 
to  freedom,  should  not  terrify  him."      "The  principle  of 

a  navy was  no  longer  open  to  controversy.     It 

was  decided  when  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power.  ..." 
"It  is  the  appropriate,  the  natural  (if  the  term  may  be 
applied)  connection  of  foreign  commerce.  The  shep- 
herd and  his  faithful  dog,  are  not  more  necessary  to 
guard  the  flocks,  that  browse  and  gambol  on  the  neigh- 
boring mountains.  .  .  We  have  only  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  the  bounties  spread  before  us,  to  render  us  prosper- 
ous and  powerful.  Such  a  navy  as  he  had  contended  for, 
will  form  a  new  bond  of  connection  between  the  states, 
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concentrating  their  hopes, their  interests,  their  affections. ' ' 
As  the  war  progressed,  the  fact  that  the  Federalists 
were  antagonists  became  more  apparent.  New  England 
especially  was  opposed  to  the  war,  and  to  Madison's  ad- 
ministration. Clay,  as  the  foremost  orator  of  the  war 
party,  in  a  great  speech  Jan.  8,  181 3,  exposed  com- 
pletely the  course  of  the  opposition.  A  few  passages 
will  give  us  an  insight  into  his  oratory,  and  also  show 
us  how  sarcastic  he  could  be  on  occasion: 

"Perhaps,  in  the  course  of  the  remarks,  which  I  may 
feel  called  upon  to  make,  gentlemen  may  apprehend, 
that  they  assume  too  harsh  an  aspect;  but  I  have  only 
now  to  say  that  I  shall  speak  of  parties,  measures,  and 
things,  as  they  strike  against  my  moral  sense,  protesting 
against  the  imputation  of  any  intention,  on  my  part,  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  gentlemen." 

"The  course  of  that  opposition  (the  Federalists)  .  .  . 
was  singular  and  I  believe,  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
any  country.  The  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  is 
concluded.  It  is  first  applauded  and  then  censured  by 
the  opposition.  .  .  .  Restriction  after  restriction  has 
been  tried;  negotiation  has  been  resorted  to  until  further 
negotiation  would  have  been  disgraceful.  Whilst  these 
peaceful  experiments  are  undergoing  a  trial,  what  is  the 
conduct  of  the  opposition?  They  are  the  champions  of 
war — the  proud — the  spirited — the  sole  repository  of  the 
nation's  honor — the  men  of  exclusive  vigor  and  energy. 
.  .  Is  the  administration  for  negotiation?  The  opposi- 
tion is  tired,  sick,  disgusted  with  negotiation.  .  .  . 
When,  however,  foreign  nations,  perhaps  emboldened  by 
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the  very  opposition  here  made  refused  to  listen  to  the 
amicable  appeals,  .  .  .  when,  in  fact,  war  with  one  of 
them  has  become  identified  with  our  independence  and 
our  sovereignty,  .  .  .  behold  the  opposition  veering 
round  and  becoming  the  friends  of  peace  and  commerce. 
They  tell  you  of  the  calamities  of  war,  its  tragical 
events.  .  .  .  They  tell  you  that  honor  is  an  illusion! 
Now,  we  see  them  exhibiting  the  terrific  forms  of  the 
roaring  king  of  the  forests.  Now,  the  meekness  and  hu- 
mility of  the  lamb.  They  are  for  war  and  no  restrict- 
ions, when  the  administration  is  for  peace.  They  are 
for  peace  and  restrictions,  when  the  administration  is  for 
war.  You  find  them,  sir,  tacking  with  every  gale,  dis- 
playing the  colors  of  every  party,  and  of  all  nations, 
steady  only  in  one  unalterable  purpose — to  steer,  if  pos- 
sible, into  the  haven  of  power." 

"The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  imitation  of 
some  of  his  predecessors  of  1799,  has  entertained  us 
with  a  picture  of  cabinet  plots,  presidential  plots,  and  all 
sorts  of  plots,  which  have  been  engendered  by  the  dis- 
eased state  of  the  gentleman's  imagination.  I  wish, 
Sir,  another  plot,  of  a  much  more  serious  and  alarming 
character — a  plot  that  aims  at  the  dismemberment  of  our 
union — had  only  the  same  imaginary  existence."  It 
was  in  this  same  speech  that  Clay  made  the  plea  for  the 
American  sailor  that  has  been  quoted  so  many  times; 
yet,  as  it  is  not  accessible  to  many  an  American  youth, 
let  it  be  repeated  once  more: 

"If  Great  Britain  desires  a  mark,  by  which  she  can 
know  her  own  subjects,  let  her  give  them  an  ear  mark. 
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The  colors  that  float  from  the  masthead  should  be  the 
credentials  of  our  seamen.  There  is  no  safety  to  us,  and 
the  gentlemen  have  shown  it,  but  in  the  rule,  that  all 
who  sail  under  the  flag  (not  being  enemies)  are  protected 
by  the  flag.  It 
is  impossible 
that  this  coun- 
try should  ever 
abandon  the  gal- 
lant tars,  who 
have  won  for  us 
such  gallant  tro- 
phies. L,et  me 
suppose  that  the 
genius  of  Col- 
umbus should 
visit  one  of  them 
in  the  oppress- 
or's prison,  and 
attempt  to  rec- 
oncile him  to 
his  forlorn  and 
wretched  condi- 
tion. She  would 
say  to    him  in 

the  language  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  'Great 
Britain  intends  you  no  harm;  she  did  not  mean  to  impress 
you,  but  one  of  her  own  subjects;  having  taken  you  by 
mistake,  I  will  remonstrate,  and  try  to  prevail  upon  her, 
by  peaceable  means,  to  release  you;  but  I  cannot,  my  son, 
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fight  for  you. '  If  he  did  not  consider  this  mere  mockery, 
the  poor  tar  would  address  her  judgment,  and  say, 'you  owe 
me,  my  country  protection;  I  owe  you,  in  return,  obedi- 
ence. I  am  no  British  subject,  I  am  a  native  of  old 
Massachusetts,  where  lived  my  aged  father,  my  wife,  my 
children.  I  have  faithfully  discharged  my  duty.  Will 
you  refuse  to  do  yours?'  Appealing  to  her  passions,  he 
would  continue:  'I  lost  this  eye  in  fighting  under  Trux- 
ton,  with  the  Insurgente;  I  got  this  scar  before  Tripoli; 
I  broke  this  leg  on  board  the  Constitution,  when  the 
Guerriere  struck.'  If  she  remained  still  unmoved,  he 
would  break  out,  in  the  accents  of  mingled  distress  and 
despair, 

"  'Hard,  hard  is  my  fate!     Once  I  freedom  enjoyed, 

Was  as  happy  as  happy  could  be! 

Oh!     How  hard  is  my  fate,  how  galling  these  chains!' 

"I  will  not  imagine  the  dreadful  catastrophe  to  which 
he  would  be  driven,  by  the  abandonment  of  him  to  his 
oppressor.  It  will  not  be,  it  cannot  be  that  this  country 
will  refuse  him  protection." 

As  Clay  was  one  of  the  most  earnest,  if  not  the  most 
earnest,  advocate  of  war  in  1812,  so  during  its  entire 
course  he  remained  its  most  zealous  and  aggressive  sup- 
porter. He  was  for  vigorous  measures.  He  wished  to 
press  the  attack  on  land  and  sea,  and  could  he  have  had 
a  united  and  enthusiastic  people  behind  him,  ready  to 
act  in  accordance  with  his  plans,  the  result  might  have 
been  more  glorious  than  it  was. 

Yet  while  he  was  anxious  for  war,  and  persisted  in  its 
prosecution,  he  was  ready  for  peace  at  the  first  moment 
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he  believed  that  it  could  be  obtained  on  honorable  terms. 
Clay  was,  through  his  whole  life,  an  opponent  of  war 
for  its  own  sake.  He  was  fearful  of  standing  armies. 
The  military  hero 
was  dreaded  by 
Clay,  if  he  entered 
civil  life  merely 
on  his  military  rec- 
ord. 

Thus  in  1814, 
whe  n  it  was 
thought  that  hon- 
orable peace  might 
be  obtained,  Clay 
was  ready  to  go  to 
Europe  as  an  en- 
voy. He  was  joined 
by  J.  Q.  Adams, 
Gallatin,  Russell 
and  Bayard.  He 
and  Adams  were 
the  irascible,  radi- 
cal members,  ready  to  strike  fire,  like  flints  at  every 
moment.  Adams  seems  to  have  felt  that  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  river  might  be  yielded  to  England,  if 
only  provision  could  be  made  to  secure  the  New  Found- 
land  fisheries  to  the  people  of  New  England.  Clay  re- 
versed the  picture.  Thus  they  quarreled,  and  within 
the  commission  the  discord  was  scarcely  less  than  be- 
tween them   and   the    English    negotiators.       However 
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they  had  one  supreme  good  quality — they  were  out- 
wardly united  toward  Great  Britain.  Gallatin  was  the 
peace-maker.  .Without  him  it  is  probable  that  no  result 
could  have  been  reached.  Clay  was  daring  in  his  de- 
mands, and  showed  little  of  the  diplomatic  spirit  that 
had  characterized  diplomacy  in  the  past.  His  western 
energy j  straight-forwardness,  and  aggressiveness  came 
into  good  play.  His  admirers  claim  that  he  alone  of  the 
commissioners  fully  realized  how  thoroughly  ready  Eng- 
land was  for  peace,  and  hence  he  alone  understood  how 
great  the  demands  were  which  might  be  made  without 
endangering  peace.  Of  course  his  detractors  hold  that 
it  was  mere  good  luck  that  prevented  his  course  from 
ruining  the  whole  negotiations. 

The  English  commissioners  yielded  point  by  point  of 
their  first  demands.  Gallatin's  middle  policy  won  with 
the  Americans.  Finally  *-he  men  set  their  names  to  a 
treaty  which  contained  no  word,  in  regard  to  a  single 
question,  for  which  the  war  was  begun.  Yet  it  may  be 
said  the  American  comn.is^ 'oners  made  a  good  treaty  of 
peace;  one  honorable  to  them  and  to  their  country. 

Clay  remained  in  Europe  for  a  few  months  more,  and 
helped  to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  England.  He 
then  returned  to  America,  only  to  be  sent  as  before  by 
his  people  to  Congress;  and  again  immediately  to  be  chos- 
en speaker  of  the  House. 

Clay  saw  at  that  time  what  it  took  some  Americans 
many  years  to  appreciate;  viz:  that  we  had  as  the  result 
of  the  war  gained  respect  abroad,  and  at  home  a  self- 
consciousness  that  meant  much   for   the   future.     The 
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national  feeling  had  developed  with  marvelous  rapidity 
under  the  stress  of  war,  the  naval  victories,  and  the  won- 
derful achievement  by  Jackson,  on  January  8th,  at  New 
Orleans.  Clay  held  that  the  war  had  in  national  develop- 
ment alone  been  worth  far  more  than  it  cost.  The  ef- 
fect in  uniting  the  country,  and  in  developing  the 
national  idea  was  similar  to  what  we  see  going  on  around 
us  now,  as  the  result  of  the  recent  war  for  the  liberation 
of  Cuba. 

Clay  had  been  imbued  with  national  tendencies  be- 
fore the  war.  After  it  these  tendencies  became  the 
basis  for  rules  of  action  under  all  circumstances.  All 
legislation  should  have  as  its  goal  the  realization  of 
national  life. 

Under  this  incentive  he  became  the  champion  of  the 
National  bank.  As  we  have  seen,  in  181 1,  he  was  its 
deadly  enemy — now  he  becomes  its  firm  friend. 

As  early  as  1807  he  urged  that  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment should  aid  in  internal  improvements.  In  the 
years  following  181 5,  he  is  a  constant  and  zealous  advo- 
cate of  the  most  wide-reaching  system  of  improvements 
under  national  auspices. 

He  had  in  his  earlier  years  joined  with  Washington, 
Jefferson,  and  Madison. in  favoring  the  use  of  home  made 
articles;  in  the  years  from  181 5  till  1844  he  is  a  firm 
believer  in  the  efficacy  of  his  so-called  ux\merican  sys- 
tem"as  the  panacea  for  all  the  ills  to  which  the  national 
life  was  heir,  even  if  it  be  true  that  in  1833  he  was  the 
author,  and  the  leading  advocate  of  the  famous  compro- 
mise tariff.     Clay  yielded  then  to  save  the  Union. 
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These  financial  measures  are  the  best  known,  and 
are  perhaps  the  ones  on  which  his  fame  and  name 
rest.  But  to  my  mind  he  rose  to  his  greatest  height 
in  oratory  and  in  unselfish  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  in  his  advocacy  of  the  cause  of  the  South 
American  people  in  their  struggle  for  freedom  from 
Spanish  oppression.  To  be  sure  there  was  much  in  his 
argument  that  was  not  wholly  logical.  He  was  led  to 
say,  in  the  moment  of  highest  exaltation,  when  carried 
away  by  the  fervor  of  his  oratory,  that  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  the  people  was  no  bar  to  self-government.  But 
in  this  earnest  advocacy  of  the  rights  of  a  people,  in  his 
intense  devotion  to  the  cause  of  democracy,  he  earned 
the  praise  of  all  who  long  to  see  the  time  come  when 
the  brotherhood  of  man  will  be  recognized  as  a  fact  as 
well  as  a  theory. 

He  may  not  fully  have  recognized  the  truth  that  dem- 
ocracy as  a  fact  is  only  practicable  when  there  is  a  rela- 
tively high  state  of  development.  But  he  was  standing 
for  the  right  of  a  people  to  a  democratic  form  of  gov- 
ernment and  of  society,  at  the  very  earliest  practicable 
moment.  He  said  with  much  truth  that  "it  is  the  doctrine 
of  thrones,  that  man  is  too  ignorant  to  govern  himself." 
He  might  well  have  added  that  aristocrats  and  plutocrats 
hold  to  the  same  doctrine.  The  time  is  not  even  yet 
passed  when  we  have  ceased  to  need  the  entrancing  voice 
of  a  Clay,  leading  us  to  recognize  our  duty  towards  man 
as  he  struggles  upward  toward  the  goal  of  self-govern- 
ment. 

In  these  same  years  we  hear  his  glowing  words  as  in 
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"Go  home,  if 


1824  ne  speaks  on  this  resolution  introduced  by  Web- 
ster: "Resolved,  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
laws,  for  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  agent  or  commissioner  to  Greece,  whenever 
the  president  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment." On  this  resolution  he  said: 
you  can;  go  home  if 
you-  dare  to  your  con- 
stituents, and  tell  them 
you  voted  it  down;meet, 
if  you  can,  the  appeal- 
ing countenances  of 
those  who  sent  you 
here,  and  tell  them 
that  you  shrank  from 
the  declaration  of  your 
own  sentiments;  that 
you  cannot  tell  how, 
but  that  some  unknown 

dread,  some  indescribable  apprehension,  some  indefina- 
ble danger,  drove  you  from  your  purpose;  that  the  spec- 
tre of  scimiters,  and  crowns,  and  crescents  gleamed 
before  you  and  alarmed  you;  and  that  you  suppressed 
all  the  noble  feelings  prompted  by  religion,  by  liberty, 
by  national  independence,  and  by  humanity:  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  feeling  of  a 
majority  of  the  committee. " 

Clay  began  as  early  as  181 7  to  advocate  the  cause  of 
the  South  American  revolutionists.  By  181 8  he  believed 
they  were  entitled  to  recognition  as  independent  repub- 
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lies.  He  persisted  in  his  efforts,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  he  found  that  Congress  had  veered  round  and 
was  as  enthusiastically  with  him,  as  it  had  been  antag- 
onistic to  his  ideas  a  few  years  earlier.  His  speeches  of 
these  years  contain  many  brilliant  passages.  The  fol- 
lowing will  illustrate  their  general  tenor: 

"But,  sir,  it  seems  that  a  division  of  the  Republican 

party  is  about  to  be  made  by  the  proposition 

What  has  been  the  great  principle  of  the  party  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wilson]  refers,  from 
the  first  existence  of  the  government  to  the  present  day? 
An  attachment  to  liberty,  a  devotion  to  the  great  cause 
of  humanity,    of  freedom,    of  self-government,    and   of 

equal  rights What  is  the  great  principle  that 

has  distinguished  parties  in  all  ages,  and  under  all  gov- 
ernments— democrats  and  federalists,  whig  and  tories, 
plebeians  and  patricians?  The  one  distrustful  of  human 
nature,  appreciates  less  the  influence  of  reason  and 
of  good  dispositions  and  appeals  more  to  physical  force; 
the  other  party,  confiding  in  human  nature,  relies  much 
on  moral  power,  and  applies  to  force  as  an  auxiliary  only 
to  the  operations  of  reason. " 

"Nay,  I  have  seen  a  project  in  the  newspapers,  and  I 
should  not  be  surprised,  after  what  we  have  already  seen, 
at  its  being  carried  into  effect,  for  sending  a  minister  to 
the  Porte.  Yes,  sir,  from  Constantinople,  or  from  the 
Brazils;  from  Turk  or  Christian;  from  black  or  white; 
from  the  Bey  of  Algiers  or  the  Bey  of  Tunis;  from  the 
devil  himself,  if  he  wore  a  crown  we  should  receive  an 
ambassador But,  let  the  minister  come  from  a 
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poor  republic,  like  that  of  La  Plata,  and  we  turn  our 
back  on  him.n 

"An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Sheffey] 
had  said  the  people  of  South  America  were  incapable 
from  the  ignorance  and  superstition  which  prevail  among 
them,  of  achieving  independence  or  enjoying  liberty. 
And  to  what  cause  is  that  ignorance  and  superstition 
owing?  Was  it  not  to  the  vices  of  their  government?  to 
the  tyranny  and  oppression,  hierarchical  and  political, 
under  which  they  groaned?  If  Spain  succeeded  in  riv- 
eting their  chains  upon  them  would  not  that  ignorance 
and  superstition  be  perpetuated?  ....  For  his  part  he 
wished  their  independence.  It  was  the  final  step  toward 
improving  their  condition." 

"Wherever  in  America  her  [Spain's]  sway  extends, 
everything  seems  to  pine  and  wither  beneath  its  bane- 
ful influence Our  revolution  was  main- 
ly directed  against  the  mere  theory  of  tyranny.  We 
had  suffered  comparatively  but  little;  we  had,  in  some 
respects,  been  kindly  treated;  but  our  intrepid  and  intel- 
ligent fathers  saw,  in  the  usurpation  of  the  power  to  levy 
an  inconsiderable  tax,  the  long  train  of  oppressive  acts 
that  were  to  follow.  They  rose;  they  breasted  the 
storm;  they  achieved  our  freedom.  Spanish  America  for 
centuries  has  been  doomed  to  the  practical  effects  of  an 
odious  tyranny.  If  we,  were  justified,  they  were  more 
than  justified." 

In  all  these  speeches  we  get  only  illustrations  of 
the  one  sentiment  which  he  vividly  expressed  in  a  speech 
of  1810:     "I  have  no  commiseration  for  princes.     My 
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sympathies  are  reserved  for  the  great  mass  of  mankind." 

Richard  Rush  in  a  letter  to  Clay  of  June  23,   1827, 

states  very  clearly  that  he  believes  Clay  deserved  the 

credit  for  the  exis- 
tence of  the  South 
American  Republics. 
He  says: 

"I  have  just  read 
Lord  Grey's  speech, 
and  cannot  resist  the 
desire  I  feel  to  send 
it  to  you.  You  will 
recognize  in  it  senti- 
ments I  have  ex- 
pressed as  regards 
Mr.  Canning  and  the 
new  South  American 
States.  If  Earl  Grey 
had  been  better  in- 
formed, he  would 
have  said  that  it  was 
you  who  did  most  to 
call  them  into  being. 
I  say  this  in  no  idle  spirit  of  praise,  having  always,  abroad 
and  at  home,  expressed  the  opinion,  that, next  to  their  own 
exertions,  the  South-Americans  owe  to  you  more  than  to 
any  other  man  in  either  hemisphere,  their  independence, 
you  having  led  the  way  to  our  acknowledgment  of  it. 
Without  our  acknowledgment,  England  would  not  have 
taken  the  step  to  this  day.     This  is  my  belief.     I  give 
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Mr.  Canning  no  credit  for  the  part  he  acted.  It  was 
forced  upon  him  by  our  lead,  which  he  never  had  the 
magnanimity  to  avow,  but  strove  to  claim  all  the  merit 
for  England,  or  rather  for  himself." 

Monroe  offered  Clay  a  position  in  his  cabinet;  he  re- 
fused to  accept  partly  perhaps  because  he  was  piqued 
that  Adams,  not  he,  had  been  made  Secretary  of  State; 
and  partly  because  he  felt  that  his  place  was  in  the  leg- 
islature rather  than  in  the  cabinet.  Whatever  the 
reason  Clay  was  exceedingly  critical  during  the  eight 
years  of  Monroe's  administration.  Scarcely  had  Mon- 
roe's second  term  begun  when  the  intrigues  for  the  suc- 
cession in  1825  invaded  both  Congress  and  the  cabinet. 

Adams,  Calhoun  and  Crawford  in  the  cabinet  were 
jealous  of  each  other,  and  were  looking  with  longing 
eyes  to  the  election  of  1824.  Clay  in  Congress,  could 
not  entirely  free  himself  from  a  desire  so  to  guide  its 
action  as  to  make  him  strong  at  the  expense  of  those 
more  closely  associated  with  the  administration.  .  Of 
course  by  1822  Jackson  had  begun  to  rise  up  to  threaten 
each  and  all  of  the  men  who  had  a  civil  life  only  to  pit 
against  him  as  a  military  hero. 

Clay's  attitude  toward  Jackson  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  wholly  determined  by  his  fear  of  him  as  a  rival  for 
the  presidency.  In  the  matter  of  the  Seminole  War,  and 
the  invasion  of  Florida  by  Jackson,  at  that  time,  Clay 
had  been  very  radical  in  his  utterances.  Unless  we  de- 
cide that  Clay  was  carried  away  by  his  oratory,  we  must 
conclude  that  he  greatly  feared  that  the  country  was 
in  danger  sooner  or  later  of  being  destroyed  by  some 
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military  chieftain.  Clay  had  expressed  himself  in  two 
great  speeches  on  the  subject  of  Jackson's  course  in 
connection  with  the  Seminole  War.  After  one  has  read 
the  following  extracts,  it  would  seem  that  it  ought  to  be 
clear  why  in  the  election  of  1825,  ^  was  almost  impossi- 
ble for  Clay  and  Jackson  to  work  in  harmony. 

"General  Jackson  says  that  when  he  received  that  let- 
ter he  no  longer  hesitated.  No,  sir,  he  did  no  longer 
hesitate.  He  received  it  on  the  23rd,  he  was  in  Pensa- 
cola  on  the  24th,  and  immediately  after  set  himself  be- 
fore the  fortress  of  San  Carlos  .  .  .  which  he  shortly  re- 
duced. .  .  .  Wonderful  energy!  Ample  promptitude! 
alas,  that  it  had  not  been  an  energy  and  a  promptitude 
within  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  and  according  to  the 
orders  of  the  chief  magistrate." 

{ 'I  will  not  trespass  much  longer  upon  the  time  of  the 
committee:  but  I  trust  I  shall  be  indulged  with  some 
few  reflections  upon  the  danger  of  permitting  the  conduct 
on  which  it  has  been  my  painful  duty  to  animadvert,  to 
pass  without  a  solemn  expression  of  the  disapprobation 
of  this  house.  Recall  to  your  recollection  the  free  na- 
tions which  have  gone  before  us.     Where  are  they  now? 

'Gone  glimmering  through  the  dream  of  things  that  were, 
A  school  boy's  tale,  the  wonder  of  the  hour.' 

"And  how  have  they  lost  their  liberties?  If  we  could 
....  ask  a  Grecian,  if  he  did  not  fear  some  daring  mil- 
itary chieftain,  covered  with  glory,  some  Philip  or  Alex- 
ander, would  one  day  overthrow  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try, the  confident  and  indignant  Grecian  would  exclaim, 
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No!  no!  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  our  heroes;  our 
liberties  are  eternal."   .... 

"I  hope  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  am  far  from  inti- 
mating that  Gen.  Jackson  cherishes  any  designs  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  his  country.     I   believe  his  intentions 

to  be  pure  and  patriotic But  precedents  if  bad 

are  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences 

Against  the  alarming  doctrine  of  unlimited  discretion  in 
our  military  chieftains  when  applied  even  to  prisoners  of 

war,    I   must  enter  my  protest We  are 

fighting  a  great  moral  battle,  for  the  benefit,  not  only  of 
our  own  country,  but  of  all  mankind."  ....  uTo  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  belongs  the  high  privilege  of  transmit- 
ting unimpaired,  to  posterity,  the  fair  character  and  lib- 
erty of  our  country."  ....  "Beware  how  you  give  a 
fatal  sanction,  in  this  infant  period  of  our  republic, 
scarcely  yet  two  score  years  old  to  military  insubordina- 
tion. Remember  that  Greece  had  her  Alexander,  Rome 
her  Caesar,  England  her  Cromwell,  France  her  Bona- 
parte, and  that  if  we  escape  the  rock  on  which  they 
split,  we  must  avoid  their  errors." 

"I  hope  gentlemen  will  deliberately  survey  the  awful 
isthmus  on  which  we  stand.  They  may  bear  down  all 
opposition;  they  may  even  vote  the  General  the  public 
thanks;  they  may  carry  him  triumphantly  through  this 
house.  But,  if  they  do,  in  my  humble  judgment,  it  will 
be  a  triumph  of  the  principle  of  insubordination,  a  tri- 
umph of  the  military  over  the  civil  power,  a  triumph 
over  the  powers  of  this  house,  a  triumph  over  the  con- 
stitution of  the  land.     And  I  pray    most   devoutly  to 
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Heaven,  that  it  may  not  prove,  in  its  ultimate  effects 
and  consequences,  a  triumph  over  the  liberties  of  the 
people." 

The  campaign  of  1824  na(^  begun  as  early  as  1822. 
The  Federalists  had  by  this  time  disappeared  as  a 
national  party,  and  did  not  offer  to  put  forward  a  presi- 
dential candidate.  The  struggle  was  entirely  within  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  in  the  main,  a  personal  con- 
test. In  1822  Clay's  correspondence  shows  that  he  was 
planning  to  have  the  legislature  of  Ohio  nominate  him 
for  the  presidency.  He  preferred  to  come  before  the  peo- 
ple in  this  manner  rather  than  to  be  presented  by  his 
own  state.  For  some  time  he  seemed  to  fear  Crawford 
most,  but  after  the  latter  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  he 
felt  that  his  real  and  dangerous  rival  was  Adams.  It 
was  not  till  late  in  the  campaign  that  he  came  to  realize 
that  the  man  whom  he  had  attempted  to  have  censured  a 
few  years  earlier  in  Congress,  for  his  course  in  the  Semin- 
ole War,  had  been  taken  up  by  the  people,  and  was  being- 
pressed  in  earnest  for  the  presidency.  In  one  of  Clay's 
letters  to  a  friend  in  Ohio  he  stated  that  the  nomination 
of  Jackson  by  the  legislature  of  Tennessee  was  only  to 
satisfy  local  pride,  and  that  Jackson  could  find  110  sup- 
port outside  of  his  own  state.  But  by  the  beginning  of 
1824  ne  nad  to  admit  that  Pennsylvania  was  entirely 
"mad"  with  Jacksonism.  However  even  to  the  last  mo- 
ment almost  he  refused  to  believe  that  the  American  peo- 
ple would  choose  for  the  highest  civil  office  in  their  gift, 
the  man  who  was  only  a  successful  general;  for  Clay 
claimed  that  Jackson  had  done  practically  nothing  in 
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political  life,  was  not  a  student  of  public  affairs;  and  also 
that  he  was  hot-headed,  and  as  Clay  believed  despotic 
and  entirely  unsafe. 

However  successful  Clay  may  have  been  in  judging 
public  opinion,  in 
general,  he  certain- 
ly was  utterly  mis- 
taken in  regard 
to  its  attitude  to- 
ward Jackson .  Clay 
was  never  quite 
so  optimistic  after 
his  contact  with 
Jackson  in  the 
years  182  5  to  1833, 
as  he  had  been  be- 
fore. In  his  pri- 
vate letters  he  said 
he  would  not  whol- 
ly despair  of  the 
future  of  the  Re- 
public. He  could 
not  but  feel  that 
there  was  sufficient  honesty  and  public  worth  in  the 
American  people  to  lead  them  to  turn  from  the  path 
upon  which  they  had  entered.  Yet  he  never  either 
in  public  or  in  private  was  able  to  understand  Jack- 
son nor  to  guage  correctly  the  motives  that  were 
prompting  the  people  to  support  him.  That  Clay  was 
honest  is  doubtless  true.     That  Jackson  was  equally  so 
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would  now  be  denied  by  few.  Yet  these  men  went 
to  their  graves  each  believing  that  the  other  was  dis- 
honest, and  that  his  triumph  endangered  the  perpetuity 
of  the  Republic  for  which  either  would  have  willingly 
laid  down  his  life  had  he  felt  it  necessary  for  its  preser- 
vation. In  general  Clay  was  not  a  man  with  fierce  ha- 
treds as  was  Jackson;  yet,  in  this  particular  case,  it 
seems  that  the  intensity  of  his  mistrust  and  dislike  was 
not  exceeded  by  Jackson  himself. 

When  the  campaign  ended  it  was  found  that  the  elect- 
ors had  made  no  one  president.  Jackson  led  with  99 
votes,  while  Adams  came  next  with  84.  Crawford  had 
41  to  Clay's  37,  so  Clay  was  not  one  of  the  three  highest, 
hence  could  not  be  voted  for  by  the  House.  When  it 
became  its  duty  to  choose  a  president,  Clay  as  speaker  of 
the  House,  as  the  most  influential  and  powerful  man  in 
it,  had  it  in  his  power  to  determine  which  one  of  these 
three  men  should  be  made  president.  During  the  cam- 
paign it  was  clear  that  his  friends  at  least,  if  not  he  him- 
self, leaned  toward  Crawford.  At  the  last  moment  al- 
most, in  the  campaign,  Gallatin  had  withdrawn  as  the 
candidate  for  vice-president  on  the  Crawford  ticket.  His 
friends  were  in  general  for  Clay  for  the  place.  There 
are  indications  in  Clay's  letters,  that  had  this  plan  been 
broached  soon  enough,  it  might  have  been  considered. 
At  least  Clay  was  very  careful  in  his  replies  not  to  an- 
tagonize the  friends  of  Crawford  who  were  fashioning 
this  plan. 

When  the  election  was  .over,  however,  and  the  vote  of 
Clay  had  to  be  cast  for  some  one,   his  choice  was  soon 
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made.  He  felt,  at  least  as  soon  as  lie  had  seen  Craw- 
ford, that  his  sickness  had  disqualified  him  for  the  place. 
In  his  letters  he  frequently  makes  the  statement  that 
Adams  would  not  be  his  choice  at  all  were  he  free  to 
choose  from  whom  he  would;  yet  since  it  was  either 
^ickson  or  Adams  he  preferred  the  latter.  Perhaps  as  a 
courageous  statesman  he  had  to  take  a  side,  and  to  use 
hic  iLtluence  and  his  friends  to  win.  However  as  it 
prox  3d  it  cost  him  dear.  Before  this  time  Clay's  reputa- 
tion n.  '■*  been  as  spotless  as  his  public  character.  From 
this  tiiin  tl  he  had  to  face  the  cry  of  "bargain  and  cor- 
ruption." ackson  and  thousands  of  the  American  peo- 
ple believeo.  that  Clay  had  voted  for  Adams,  in  return 
for  the  promise  that  Adams  would  make  Clay  Secretary 
of  State.  The  proof  is  overwhelming  that  no  such 
agreement  was  entered  into,  but  the  charge  was  made; 
some  attempted  proofs  were  set  forth;  and  he  could  not 
put  it  down.  He  accepted  the  office,  and  people  would 
believe  that  it  had  been  bought.  The  charge  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  Colton,  Clay's  biographer, that  the  corrupt- 
ion was  on  the  other  side,  and  that  there  was  a  conspir- 
acy to  force  Clay  to  vote  for  Jackson,  or  to  ruin  Clay. 

But  the  truth  is  Colton  succeeded  no  better  in  his 
charge,  than  did  the  friends  of  Jackson  in  theirs,  and  to 
my  mind  a  careful,  if  not  an  exhaustive,  study  of  all 
that  has  been  said  on  both  sides,  leaves  the  impression 
that  the  times  and  the  character  of  the  men  concerned 
offer  the  true  explanation.  As  a  matter  of  fact  both 
were  high-minded,  patriotic  statesmen.  Both  were  in- 
tense.    Both  were  ambitious.     The   thought  of  wrong 
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got  a  lodgement  in  two  such  minds.  It  was  ineradicable. 
The  people  were  not  yet  self-centered.  They  believed, 
as  we  do  yet  too  often,  that  improper  motives  always 
guided  men  in  official  positions.  In  a  word  it  was  a  vast 
mistake  and  misconception.  Neither  was  capable  of  un- 
derstanding the  other.  Each  was  strong  on  one  side  of 
his  character  and  weak  on  another.  But  both  were 
above  selling  themselves,  or  their  country,  or  its  inter- 
ests, to  gratify  personal  ambition.  Yet  it  must  be  said 
that  Clay  erred.  He  saw  it  when  too  late,  and  in  1842, 
in  a  speech  to  his  neighbors  he  admitted  it.  His  true 
place  was  in  Congress.  He  had  no  right  to  lay  himself 
open  to  the  suspicion  that  his  vote  had  been  used  to 
further  his  own  longings.  He  might  have  been  presi- 
dent had  he  not  become  Adams's  Secretary  of  State. 
For  this  latter  place  Clay  was  well  fitted,  but  he  lost  a 
greater  stake,  and  brought  much  sorrow  on  himself  by 
not  having  avoided  even  the  appearance  of  evil,  as  well 
as  the  evil  itself. 

The  four  years  that  Clay  was  Secretary  of  State  were 
on  the  whole  years  of  disappointment  to  him.  To  be 
sure  he  could  point  to  the  fact  that  he  had  concluded 
more  treaties  with  foreign  nations  than  all  his  predeces- 
sors together,  yet  this  fact  satisfied  him  little  when  he 
failed  in  his  greatest  plans,  and  had  also  to  fight  the  cry 
of  "corruption"  during  the  entire  time. 

Immediately  upon  the  inauguration  of  Adams,  new 
party  ties  began  to  be  formed,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that 
the  "Era  of  Good  Feeling"  was  at  an  end.  Adams  and 
Clay  were  able  to  carry  most  of  their  respective  friends 
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into  the  support  of  the  new  administration;  thus  the 
"ins"  were  content.  However  the  "outs"  also  tended  to 
join  in  criticism  of  the  measures  of  the  new  government. 
Gradually  as  the  measures  of  Adams  and  Clay  unfolded 
themselves,  those  who  had  supported  Jackson  and  Craw- 
ford as  well  as  most  of  Calhoun's  friends  began  to  fuse 
into  one  party.  Their  battle-cry  was  "avenge  the  peo- 
ple," who  had  been  cheated  out  of  their  will  by  the  cor- 
rupt union  of  Adams  and  Clay.  Nearly  or  quite  one- 
third  of  Clay's  private  letters  during  these  years  contain 
some  reference  to  this  charge.  He  made  one  or  two 
masterly  speeches  on  the  question.  He  wrote  some  of 
his  strongest  papers  for  the  press  on  the  subject.  Seem- 
ingly he  had  completely  refuted  the  charge.  His  friends 
like  Webster  and  Lafayette,  congratulated  him  on  the 
overwhelming  success  of  his  defence.  Yet  it  all  seemed 
to  be  of  no  avail.  Jackson  finally  lent  his  name  formal- 
ly to  the  charge,  and  cited  Buchanan  as  his  witness. 
The  latter  did  not  sustain  the  charge.  Again  it  would 
seem  that  the  victory  was  won.  But  no!  Clay  never 
escaped  the  effect  of  his  indiscretion, or  his  mistake  which- 
ever we  may  call  it.  The  lesson  is  evident,  a  man  must 
not  only  be  pure  in  fact,  but  he  must  also  avoid  the  very 
appearance  of  corruption. 

For  years  as  we  have  seen  Clay  had  been  the  friend  of 
the  South  American  Republics.  Now  as  Secretary  of 
State  seemingly  the  time  had  come  when  he  could  aid 
them  as  he  had  wished  to  do  in  the  past.  Yet  fate  stood 
in  his  way.  In  the  senate,  if  the  majority  were  not  ac- 
tively hostile,  they  were  ready  at  least  to  thwart  his 
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plans  by  indirection.  This  was  soon  made  manifest  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  Panama  Congress.  A 
meeting  of  delegates  from  the  various  American  states 
was  to  be  held  on  the  isthmus  to  take  into  consideration 
the  interests  of  this  continent.  Here  was  the  chance  to 
form  the  "Human  Freedom  League"  that  Clay  had  de- 
sired in  order  that  it  might  be  ready  to  thwart  the  plans 
of  the  "Holy  Alliance"  of  the  European  nations.  Clay 
found  however  that  even  Adams  was  cooler  blooded  than 
he,  and  felt  the  necessity  of  caution.  In  two  elaborate 
messages  Adams  made  it  clear  to  Congress  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  send  commissioners  to  the  Panama  Con. 
gress  unless  the  money  was  first  appropriated.  Yet  even 
then  the  Senate  delayed  confirmation.  Adams  also 
stated  in  his  messages  that  the  delegates  would  only  have 
power  to  consult.  They  would  have  the  right  to  con- 
clude nothing. 

However  Congress  quibbled  lest  we  should  in  some 
way  become  involved  in  foreign  complications.  Again 
Adams  narrowed  the  Monroe  doctrine  so  that  it  meant 
only  that  each  American  State  should  resist  the  attempt 
to  plant  colonies  within  its  borders  by  its  own  means 
and  strength.  In  every  way  it  would  seem  that  he  had 
guarded  against  the  interests  of  the  Union  becoming  in- 
volved with  those  of  the  Spanish  American  states.  At 
last  the  Administration  saw  victory,  in  the  confirmation 
of  its  envoys.  However  the  delay  proved  fatal  as  the 
Congress  had  already  adjourned  when  they  reached  Pan- 
ama. 

Perhaps  it  was  as  well  that  failure  came  in  the  way  it 
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did  since  the  time  was  not  ripe  for  the  consummation  of 
Clay's  plans.  But  the  disappointment  to  Clay  must 
have  been  keen,  and  all  the  greater,  since  he  realized 
that  the  opposition  was  less  because  of  the  measure,  than 
because  the  measure  was  his,  or  his  and  Adams's. 

The  campaign  of  1828  began  almost  before  that  of  1824 
was  ended.  The  legislature  of  Tennessee  renominated 
Jackson,  and  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  that  he 
might  be  free  to  be  a  candidate  for  president.  The 
whole  of  Adams's  administration,  therefore,  was  practi- 
cally one  long  campaign.  Few  measures  were  decided 
on  their  merits;  most  were  discussed  from  the  standpoint 
of  their  influence  on  the  next  election.  Adams  was  pro- 
posed as  his  own  successor,  but  Clay  was  not  for  that 
reason  allowed  to  escape  attack.  The  campaign  was  one 
that  cannot  be  looked  back  upon  by  an  American  with 
pleasure.  Personalities  were  the  chief  stock  in  trade. 
Adams  was  maligned.  Jackson  was  attacked  in  his  pri- 
vate life,  as  well  as  for  his  public  acts.  Clay  became  in- 
volved in  the  charges  and  counter  charges. 

Clay  replied  in  a  speech  at  Lexington  to  the  charge  of 
corruption  in  the  election  of  1825,  ^n  so  a^^e  a  manner, 
that  letters  came  to  him  from  all  over  the  Union  of  a 
tenor  similar  to  one  of  Webster's  in  which  he  said,  "You 
speak  very  modestly  of  recent  events,  in  which  you  have 
borne  so  successful  a  part.  I  cannot  think  General  Jack- 
son will  ever  recover  from  the  blow  he  has  received. " 
Mr.  Letcher  refers  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  con- 
cerning the  charge  as  if  it  practically  settled  the  election; 
for  he  says,  '  'I  am  greatly  gratified  with  the  result,  and 
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must  believe  it  will  have  a  happy  effect  upon  the  Presi- 
dential election.  It  is  impossible  it  should  turn  out 
otherwise.  Virginia,  after  this,  will  not  -  cannot  sup- 
port the  General."  But  the  result  proved  that  Clay 
could  not  prevent  the  election  of  Jackson;  and  that  Clay's 
friends  as  well,  failed  to  understand  the  strength  of  the 
popular  movement  for  Jackson.  The  event  which  hurt 
Clay  most  of  all  was  that  his  own  beloved  state  of  Ken- 
tucky had  given  its  vote  to  Jackson.  How  deeply  this 
grieved  him  may  be  seen  from  his  letter  to  his  friend 
Adam  Beatty: 

'From  the  information  which  your  letter  communi- 
cates. .  .  .  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  vote  of 
Kentucky  has  been  given  to  General  Jackson.  Without 
that  event,  there  is  but  too  much  probability  of  his  elect- 
ion. To  this  decision  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
patriotism  and  religion  both  unite  in  enjoining  submis- 
sion and  resignation.  For  one,  I  shall  endeavor  to  per- 
form that  duty.  As  a  private  citizen,  and  as  a  lover  of 
liberty,  I  shall  ever  deeply  deplore  it.  And  the  course 
of  my  own  state,  ....  will  mortify  and  distress  me.  I 
hope,  nevertheless,  that  I  shall  find  myself  able  to  sus- 
tain with  composure  the  shock  of  this  event,  and  every 
other  trial  to  which  I  shall  be  destined." 

To  Mr.  Niles  he  writes,  "My  health  and  my  spirits, 
too,  have  been  better,  since  the  event  was  known,  than 
they  were  many  weeks  before.  And  yet  all  my  opinions 
are  unchanged  and  unchangeable,  about  the  dangers  of 
the  precedent  which  we  have  established.  The  military 
principle  has  triumphed,  and  triumphed  in  the  person  of 
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one  devoid  of  all  the  graces,  elegances,  and  magnanimity, 
of  the  accomplished  men  of  the  profession."  These  ex- 
tracts show  how  keenly  Clay  felt  the  defeat  of  Adams  in 
this  election;  or  perhaps,  better,  they  show  how  greatly 
he  was  distressed  at  the  triumph  of  Jackson. 

On  retiring  from  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  March 
1829,  Clay  could  not  refrain  from  emphasizing  the  above 
idea  in  a  speech  at  a  banquet  which  was  given  to  him 
by  his  friends.  Again  in  a  great  speech  at  Lexington, 
he  took  occasion  to  affirm  that  an  error  had  been  made 
in  electing  a  man  to  the  presidency  who  wished  to  rule 
on  military  principles;  and  whose  first  act  had  been  to 
fill  the  important  places  in  the  governmental  service  on 
the  principle  that  to  the  "victors  belong  the  spoils."  He 
closed  this  speech  with  a  reference  to  himself  which 
shows  how  constantly  the  charge  of  corruption  kept 
rankling  in  his  mind. 

"I  have  doubtless  committed  many  faults  and  indis- 
cretions, over  which  you  have  thrown  the  broad  mantle 
of  your  charity.  But  I  can  say,  and  in  the  presence  of 
my  God  and  this  assembled  multitude,  I  will  say,  that 
I  have  honestly  and  faithfully  served  my  country;  that 
I  have  never  wronged  it;  and  that,  however  unprepared 
I  lament  that  I  am  to  appear  in  the  Divine  presence  on 
other  accounts,  I  invoke  the  stern  justice  of  his  judg- 
ment on  my  public  conduct,  without  the  smallest  appre- 
hension of  his  displeasure.'' 

At  this  time  Clay  seemed  to  feel  that  he  had  finished 
his  public  career,  and  was  content  to  retire  to  his  farm  and 
his  family.     That  he  was  sincere  is  seen  in  the  fact  that 
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he  declined  to  be  returned  to  the  House,  and  rejected  the 
suggestion  that  he  should  go  to  the  Kentucky  legisla- 
ture. Yet  scarcely  a  year  passed  till  we  find  him  mak- 
ing a  political  pilgrimage  through  the  south;  and  in 
1 83 1  he  entered  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  where 
he  strove  with  Webster  and  Calhoun  for  leadership  in 
that  body  when  it  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  fame.  For 
eleven  years  he  remained  in  the  senate.  During  this 
period,  he  was  once  a  candidate  for  president;  and,  later 
in  1840,  he  sought  the  nomination  from  the  Whigs  in 
vain;  for,  on  the  ground  of  availability,  it  went  to  Har- 
rison, a  man  vastly  his  inferior  in  mental  ability,  and  in 
real  qualifications  for  the  office. 

However  it  was  during  these  years  that  Clay  reached 
the  height  of  his  power.  Yet  it  seemed  that  fate  was 
ever  against  him.  In  one  way  or  another  he  was  pre- 
vented from  testing  his  theories  in  actual  measures. 
When  Congress  was  with  him  Jackson  as  president 
blocked  his  way.  Later  when  the  House  was  won  he 
was  in  a  minority  in  the  Senate.  Finally  in  1841, 
House,  Senate  and  President  were  all  seemingly  in  har- 
mony with  him.  He  outlined  his  plans.  He  went  to 
Washington  full  of  hope.  At  last  he  could  press  his 
measures  to  a  test.  But  this  time  the  frailty  of  human  life 
balked  his  plans;  for,  only  one  month  after  his  inaugu- 
ration Harrison  died.  Tyler  became  president,  only  to 
quarrel  with  Clay,  and  to  veto  many  of  his  pet  measures. 
Clay  strove  for  a  year,  and  finally  saw  two  of  his  plans 
successful,  one  negative  the  other  positive.  The  Sub- 
Treasury  law  was  repealed;  and  a  moderately  protect- 
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ive  tariff  act  was  placed  on  the  statute  book.  But  the 
bank  act  which  was  to  crown  the  work, as  Clay  believed, 
was  defeated;  and  his  land  bill  rested  among  the  acts  slain 
by  Tyler's  veto  pen.  Feeling  that  his  work  was  done, 
and  longing  also  for  rest  and  home  Clay  resigned  in 
1842.  His  farewell  speech  to  the  Senate  was  dramatic 
in  its  form  and  in  its  occasion.  Although  he  had  had 
many  sharp  and  bitter  contests  with  senators,  now  that 
the  moment  of  parting  had  come,  the  high  place  which 
he  held  in  their  estimation  was  seen.  It  is  said  that 
few  eyes  were  dry  as  Clay's  farewell  words  fell  from  his 
eloquent  lips. 

But  let  us  study  those  years  more  in  detail,  to  try  to 
find  out  and  judge  of  the  merit  of  the  measures  that 
Clay  struggled  so  hard  to  put  into  the  form  of  laws,  or 
to  prevent  from  going  on  the  statute  book. 

One  of  the  first  questions  that  demanded  Clay's  atten- 
tion on  his  entrance  again  into  the  Senate  pertained  to 
the  management  of  the  public  land.  There  was  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  withdraw  all  public  lands  from  market 
for  a  time.  The  great  debate  in  1830  between  Webster 
and  Hayne  had  originated  in  a  resolution  of  Senator 
Foote  of  Connecticut  to  have  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  such  a  measure.  The  dis- 
cussion opened  up  the  whole  question  of  the  States 
Right  doctrine,  and  various  propositions  were  brought 
before  Congress.  Some  would  give  the  lands  to  the 
states;  others  would  sell  them  to  the  states  in  which  they 
lay  at  a  merely  nominal  sum.  The  question  had  become 
in  part  an  issue  also  between  the  eastern  and  western  sec- 


58 


HENRY  CLAY. 


tions  of  the  Union.  Thus  the  greatest  questions  of  the 
day  were  involved  in  the  settlement  of  the  land  problem. 
In  this  condition  of  affairs  the  whole  subject  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  Manufacturers  of  which  Clay  was 

chairman.  It  must 
be  remembered 
that  at  this  time, 
1832,  Clay  was  a 
candidate  for  the 
presidency,  hence 
it  was  presumed 
that  any  report  he 
could  make  would 
injure  him  in  some 
section  of  the  Un- 
ion. We  must  also 
note  that  his  com- 
mittee was  not  the 
natural  one  to 
which  to  refer  such 
a  measure.  Evi- 
dently we  may  con- 
clude that  it  was  sent  to  his  committee  for  political  pur- 
poses. Clay  did  not  hesitate  to  grapple  with  the  problem; 
he  proved  his  courage  at  least,  whether  his  report  was 
marked  by  the  highest  statesmanship  or  not.  The  com- 
mittee reported  against  lowering  the  price  of  the  land 
which  had  been  fixed  at  $1.25  per  acre  by  the  law  of 
1820,  and  against  ceding  the  land  to  the  states;  but  it 
favored  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lands 
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among  the  states,  after  reserving  ten  per  cent  of  the  re- 
ceipts to  be  distributed  among  the  new  states.  Clay 
here  began  his  struggle  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  sales  among  the  states,  a  struggle 
which  he  never  abandoned  till  he  left  the  senate  in  1842, 
unable  to  secure  its  adoption.  Evidently  there  was  a 
close  relationship  in  Clay's  mind  between  land-sale  dis- 
tribution and  the  tariff.  The  revenues  of  the  government 
during  these  years  were  in  excess  of  its  needs.  A  re- 
duction of  income  must  be  found  somewhere. 

Clay  did  not  claim  the  constitutional  right  to  tax,  to 
collect  revenue  from  the  people  with  one  hand  in  order  to 
get  an  income  that  the  national  government  might  in 
turn  distribute  it  with  the  other  hand  to  the  states. 
However,  he  did  insist  that  the  income  from  the  land 
sales  might  be  so  disposed  of,'  and  in  that  way  the  rev- 
enue of  the  government  be  lessened.  The  only  alterna- 
tive to  this  policy  would  be  to  reduce  the  duty  on  im- 
ports. The  latter  measure  was  the  one  desired  by  the 
free-trader,  and  by  the  revenue  reformer.  Clay  held  out 
against  it  and,  in  1832,  succeeded  in  securing  the  pas- 
sage of  a  tariff  law  which  was  strongly  protective  in  its 
effects.  The  passage  of  this  law  was  made  the  occasion 
for  South  Carolina  to  pass  her  resolutions  of  nullifica- 
tion. All  Clay's  writings  both  public  and  private,  as 
well  as  his  speeches,  show  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
doctrine  as  set  forth  by  South  Carolina.  In  his  great 
speech  on  Nullification  he  used  the  following  language: 

4  'In  cases  where  there  are  two  systems  of  government, 
operating  at  the  same  time  and  place,  over  the  same  peo- 
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pie,  the  one  general,  the  other  local  or  particular,  one 
system  or  the  other  must  possess  the  right  to  decide  upon 
the  extent  of  the  powers,  in  cases  .  of  collision  which  are 
claimed  by  the  general  government.  No  third  party  of 
sufficient  impartiality,  weight  and  responsibility,  other 
than  such  a  tribunal  as  a  supreme  court,  has  yet  been 
devised,  or  perhaps  can  be  created.  The  doctrine  of  one 
side  is  that  the  general  government  though  limited  in  its 
nature,- must  necessarily  possess  the  power  to  ascertain 
what  authority  it  has  and,  by  consequence,  the  extent  of 
that  authority." 

"The  South  Carolina  doctrine,  on  the  other  side,  is, 
that  that  state  has  the  right  to  determine  the  limits  of 
the  powers  granted  to  the  general  government:  and  that 
whenever  any  of  its  acts  transcend  those  limits,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  she  is  competent 
to  annul  them.  It  is  admitted  that  the  South  Carolina 
doctrine  is  liable  to  abuse;  but  it  is  contended,  that  the 
patriotism  of  each  state  is  an  adequate  security,  and  that 
the  nullifying  power  would  only  be  exercised,  in  an  ex- 
traordinary case  where  the  powers  reserved  to  the  states, 
under  the  constitution,  are  usurped  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. And  is  not  the  patriotism  of  all  the  states,  as 
great  a  safeguard  against  the  assumption  of  powers,  not 
conferred  upon  the  general  government,  as  the  patriot- 
ism of  one  state  is  against  the  denial  of  powers  which 
are  clearly  granted?"  However  he  loved  the  Union 
above  all  things,  and  he  therefore  stood  ready  to  com- 
promise that  the  need  to  use  force  might  not  occur. 
For  this  reason  mainly,   I  believe  it  may  be  said,  Clay 
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introduced  the  compromise  tariff  bill  of  1833.  To  be 
sure  in  his  argument  he  urged  that  the  measure  was  nec- 
essary to  save  the  protective  system  from  immediate  des- 
truction. He  also  argued  that  protection  would  perhaps 
not  be  needed  by  1842  when  the  principal  reduction  in 
the  rate  of  duty  was  to  be  made.  Yet  when  we  have 
made  these  concessions,  it  still  remains  true  that  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  was  the  main  factor  as  may  be 
seen  from  his  speeches  and  letters.     In  one  he  says: 

"If  there  be  any  who  want  civil  war,  I  am  not  one  of 
them.  I  wish  to  see  war  of  no  kind;  but  above  all  I  do 
not  desire  to  see  civil  war.  When  a  civil  war  shall  be 
lightened  up  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  happy  land,  and 
armies  are  marching,  and  commanders  are  winning  their 
victories,  and  fleets  are  in  motion  on  our  coast,  tell  me, 
if  you  can  ...  its  duration. 

"In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  entreat  and  implore  each 
individual  member  of  this  body  to  bring  into  the  consid- 
eration of  this  measure,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
proposing,  the  same  love  of  country,  which,  if  I  know 
myself,  has  actuated  me,  and  the  same  desire  of  restor- 
ing harmony  to  the  Union  which  has  prompted  this 
effort." 

This  bill  was  supported  by  Calhoun,  and  thus  the  nul- 
lifiers  joined  with  Clay  and  the  compromisers  to  settle 
the  question  at  immediate  issue.  South  Carolina  re- 
pealed her  resolutions  and  acts  of  nullification,  while 
Congress  passed  the  so-called  "Force  Bill"  to  assert  its 
authority.  Jackson,  as  a  result  of  his  course,  strength- 
ened his  position  with  the  north  especially,  while   Clay 
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strengthened  his  right  to  the  title  of  the  * 'Great  Com- 
promiser. " 

Thus  while  Clay  was  ready  to  compromise  on  the  tar- 
iff for  the  sake  of  the  Union,  there  was  one  subject  on 
which  he  never  would  consent  to  lower  his  flag.  The 
national  bank  called  forth  all  the  resources  of  his  brain 
and  tongue.  He  forced  the  issue  of  its  recharter  into 
the  campaign  of  1832,  and  lost.  If  Jackson  at  that  time 
had  concluded  not  to  push  his  opposition  to  the  bank 
further,  the  making  the  question  an  issue  in  the  cam- 
paign determined  him  to  secure  its  destruction.  When, 
July  4,  1832,  the  recharter  bill  came  before  Jackson  he 
did  not  hesitate,  although  it  was  known  that  a  large  sec- 
tion of  his  own  party  were  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the 
bank.  Jackson's  veto  message  of  the  10th  of  July  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  to  come  to  his  aid  in  his  great  strug- 
gle for  their  rights  against  the  giant  bank  monopoly. 
The  leaders  might  hesitate  to  follow  him,  but  the  great 
common  people  did  not.  The  result  of  the  election  was 
the  overwhelming  defeat  of  Clay  and  the  bank.  Jackson 
seized  upon  this  so-called  verdict  of  the  people  to  push 
the  bank  to  its  destruction.  His  own  officers  must  fol- 
low his  lead.  When  McLane  hesitated  to  remove  the 
government  deposits  from  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  another 
place  was  found  for  him,  and  Duane  was  made  his  suc- 
cessor as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  When  the  latter 
refused  to  remove  the  deposits,  although  Jackson  had 
assumed  the  responsibility  for  the  act,  he  was  promptly 
removed  and  Taney  appointed  in  his  place.  Oct.  1, 
1833,  the  bank  ceased  to  receive  any  more  funds  of  the 


HENRY  CLAY. 


63 


United  States,  and  by  March  of  the  following  year,  it 
ceased  to  have  any  of  the  government  revenue  in  its  pos- 
session. 

Clay  opposed  Jackson  in  all  these  measures  in  the 
most  power- 
ful way;  but, 
although 
joined  by 
Webster  and 
Calhoun,  as 
well  as  by 
many  former 
friends  of 
Jackson,  it 
was  of  no  a- 
vail.  The 
people  were 
with  Jackson. 
Perhaps  the 
keenest  criti- 
cism that  can 
be  made  up- 
on Clay  dur- 
ing  these 
years  is  that 
he   saw   that 
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he  was  only  a  negative  force.  When 
the  people  had  pronounced  against  the 
then  existing  banking  system,  he  had  nothing  to  pro- 
pose in  its  stead.  He  struggled  for  its  restoration  till 
1842;  then,  after  his  failure,  due  to  Tyler's  veto,  he 
turned  to  other  subjects,  recognizing  that  his  pet  meas- 
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ure  could  not  again,  soon  at  least,  be  able  to  obtain  a 
favorable  hearing  from  the  American  people. 

In  Van  Buren's  administration  it  was  proposed  to 
substitute  the  Independent  Treasury  for  the  National 
Bank.  Clay  opposed  the  plan,  and  predicted  dire  disas- 
ter to  the  country  should  it  be  adopted.  In  1 840  the 
measure  became  a  law,  only,  to  be  repealed  the  next  year 
when  the  Whigs  under  Clay's  and  Harrison's  leadership 
came  into  power.  In  1846  when  the  Democrats  again 
triumphed  the  system  was  reestablished,  and  exists  to- 
day with  few  opponents.  Clay's  predictions  remain  un- 
fulfilled. It  is  to  be  noted  in  general  that  during  these 
years  Clay  failed  to  move  with  the  progress  of  events. 
He  stood  for  an  earlier  policy,  and  opposed  nearly  all 
plans  that  marked  an  innovating  spirit.  His  remedy  for 
the  ills  of  the  crisis  of  1837  was  to  return  to  the  bank,  to 
protection,  *  to  the  distribution  of  the  income  from  land 
sales  among  the  states;  and  as  we  have  seen  he  urged  the 
repeal  of  the  Sub-Treasury  plans  of  managing  the  gov- 
ernmental revenues. 

Gradually  the  slavery  issue  forced  itself  to  the  front. 
Clay's  location  as  well  as  his  disposition  made  him  a 
compromiser.  He  opposed  the  Abolitionists  and  insist- 
ed that  they  were  endangering  the  Union  by  their  course. 
The  petitions  which  came  to  Congress  regarding  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  seemed  to  Clay  to  be  dan- 
gerous, and  unnecessary.  While  he  did  not  deny  the 
constitutional  right  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  held  that  to  do  so  would  be  violating  an  implied 
promise  to  Maryland  and  Virginia  when  they  ceded  the 
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District.  On  the  other  hand  Clay  would  not  go  with 
the  extremists  of  the  south,  in  denying  the  Right  of  Pe- 
tition. He  opposed  the  policy  pursued  by  the  extrem- 
ists in  both  sections,  and  tried  to  put  a  restraining  hand 
on  each.  He  denied  in  toto  the  right  of  the  nation  to  in- 
terfere with  slavery  in  the  states;  and  affirmed  that  the 
slave-master  had  a  right  to  his  property,  and  that  each 
state  was  free  to  act  as  it  pleased. 

If  the  question,  he  once  said,  was  concerning  the  in- 
troduction of  slaves,  "No  man  in  it  would  oppose  their 
admission  with  more  determined  resolution  and  conscien- 
cious  repugnance  than  I  should."  But  he  adds:  "What 
is  best  to  be  done  for  their  happiness  and  our  own,  now 
that  they  are  here?"  "In  the  slave  states  the  alternative 
is  that  the  white  man  must  govern  the  black,  or  the 
black  govern  the  white."  It  was  this  thought  that 
seems  to  have  dominated  Clay's  instinctive  love  of  lib- 
erty. 

Clay  was  not  always  consistent  in  his  arguments  on 
this  question.  He  wished  to  have  the  free  negroes  colo- 
nized in  Africa,  and  supported  the  colonization  society  for 
that  reason.  Yet  he  in  one  breath  said  that  they  are  the 
off-scouring  of  society,  and  in  the  next  that  they  would 
carry  religion  and  civilization  back  with  them  to  Africa. 
In  arguing  for  this  society  he  said: 

"This  society  is  well  aware,  I  repeat,  that  they  cannot 
touch  the  subject  of  slavery."  .  .  .  "Of  all  descrip- 
tions of  our  population,  that  of  the  free  colored,  taken  in 
the  aggregate,  is  the  least  prolific,  because  of  the  checks 
arising  from  vice  and  want."     ...      "If  I  could  be  in- 
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strumental  in  eradicating  this  deepest  stain  upon  the 
character  of  the  country,  and  removing  all  cause  of  re- 
proach on  account  of  it,  by  foreign  nations;  if  I  could 
only  be  instrumental  in  ridding  of  this  foul  blot  that 
revered  state  that  gave  me  birth,  or  that  not  less  beloved 
state  which  kindly  adopted  me  as  her  son;  I  would  not 
exchange  the  proud  satisfaction  which  I  should  enjoy, 
for  the  honor  of  all  the  triumphs  even  decreed  to  the 
most  successful  conqueror. ' '  ...  "There  is  a  moral  fit- 
ness in  the  idea  of  returning  to  Africa  her  children, 
whose  ancestors  have  been  torn  from  her  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  fraud  and  violence.  Transplanted  in  a  foreign 
land,  they  will  carry  back  to  their  native  soil  the  rich 
fruits  of  religion,  civilization,  law,  and  liberty. "  .  .  . 
"Of  all  classes  of  our  population,  the  most  vicious  is  that 
of  the  free  colored.  It  is  the  inevitable  result  of  their 
moral,  political,  and  civil  degradation.  Contaminated 
themselves,  they  extend  their  vices  to  all  around  them, 
to  the  slaves  and  the  whites.  If  the  principle  of  coloni- 
zation should  be  confined  to  them;  if  a  colony  can  be 
firmly  established  and  successfully  continued  in  Africa 
which  should  draw  off  annually  an  amount  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  population  equal  to  its  annual  increase,  much 
good  will  be  done."  .  .  .  "Every  emigrant  to  Africa  is 
a  missionary  carrying  with  him  credentials  in  the  holy 
cause  of  civilization,  religion,  and  free  institutions.  We 
are  reproached  with  doing  mischief  by  the  agitation  of 
this  question.  The  society  goes  into  no  household  to 
disturb  its  domestic  tranquility;  it  addresses  itself  to  no 
slaves  to  weaken  their  obligations  of  obedience.     It  seeks 
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to  affect  no  man's  property.  It  has  neither  the  power 
nor  the  will  to  affect  the  property  of  any  one  contrary  to 
his  consent.  The  execution  of  its  scheme  would  aug- 
ment instead  of  diminish  the  value  of  the  property  left  be- 
hind." 

There  was  no  hesitation  in  1844  in  giving  Clay  the 
nomination  for  president.  The  Whigs  had  as  they  be- 
lieved been  betrayed  by  Tyler,  so  now  they  would  nom- 
inate the  great  leader  of  their  party,  as  they  ought  to 
have  done  in  1840.  No  doubt  many  factors  entered  into 
the  result.  Two  however  seem  to  have  turned  the  scale 
against  Clay.  For  the  last  time  Jackson  entered  the 
field,  and  revived  the  old  cry  of  "bargain  and  corrup- 
tion." This  old  charge  again  confronted  Clay.  Again 
he  proved  its  falsity,  but  doubtless  thousands  believed 
Jackson.  The  other  factor  was  Clay's  own.  He  was 
opposed  at  heart  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  had 
said  so  in  a  straight-forward  manner.  But  during  the 
campaign  to  try  to  save  votes  or  to  secure  votes  in  the 
south,  he  was  enticed  into  writing  some  six  letters,  the 
first  explaining  his  views,  and  the  others  attempting  to 
explain  the  explanation.  Those  who  were  influenced  at 
all  were  in  the  north.  Polk  could  under  no  circum- 
stances have  been  deprived  of  a  vote  in  the  south,  for 
both  were  radically  for  annexation.  In  the  north,  how- 
ever, when  it  became  evident  that  Clay  was  attempting 
to  hedge,  disaster  was  certain.  The  campaign  in  his 
cause  flagged,  Greely  says,  from  the  moment  his  letters 
appeared.  Silence  might  have  given  him  Michigan  and 
New  York  and  the  presidency.     His  letters  were  factors 
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at  least  in  losing  both.  For  the  next  few  years  Clay  was 
only  an  interested  spectator  of  the  exciting  drama  that 
was  playing  at  Washington.  He  viewed  the  struggle 
over  the  institutions  of  the  territories  with  alarm.     The 

Wilmot  Proviso,  and 
the  debate  it  aroused 
caused  him  to  fear 
again  for  his  beloved 
Union.  By  1849  it 
seemed  that  the  hour 
of  danger  had  come. 
Oregon  was  o  gan- 
ized  as  a  territory 
with  slavery  exclud- 
ed. Every  sign  point- 
ed to  the  admission 
of  California  as  a  free 
state,  but  perhaps  on- 
ly at  the  cost  of  se- 
cession and  war.  The 
south  felt  that  the 
Mexican  war  had 
been  fought  largely  by  its  sons,  and  now  for  the  results 
of  the  war  to  strengthen  the  power  of  the  free  states 
seemed  to  it  insufferable.  At  the  best  it  was  willing  to 
compromise  only  by  extending  the  line  360  30'  to  the 
Pacific. 

At  this  juncture  Clay  was  persuaded  to  return  to  the 
Senate.  He  came  back  longing  to  reconcile  the  north 
and  the  south.     To  him  the  slavery  issue  was  not  so  im- 
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portant  as  to  those  farther  north  or  farther  south.  He 
held  slaves,  but  he  could  see  them  freed  with  equanimity; 
so  he  could  not  understand  those  from  the  extreme  south 
who  felt  that  their  whole  life  was  absorbed  in  the  contin- 
ued existence  of  the  slave  system.  He  did  not  feel  that  so- 
cial, industrial  and  political  institutions  were  practically 
based  on  its  continuance.  In  short  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  they  should  wish  to  break  the  Union,  if  they 
were  prevented  from  extending  the  system  into  at  least 
a  part  of  the  new  territory.  But  if  he  could  not  under- 
stand the  south,  still  less  could  he  realize  the  point  of 
view  of  the  north.  Why  the  northern  people  should 
press  the  issue  so  as  to  irritate  and  madden  the  south  he 
could  not  understand.  The  question  to  them  was  only 
a  moral  abstraction.  They  had  no  slaves.  They  were 
in  no  wise  responsible  for  the  existence  of  slavery.  Each 
state  determined  that  question  for  itself.  Thus  it  was 
that  Clay  was  unable  1?  put  himself  fully  in  the  place  of 
either  north  or  south.  What  was  slavery  anyway  com- 
pared to  the  Union?  In  this  state  of  mind,  he  came,  I 
believe,  to  Washington.  A  compromise  would  settle 
the  question  again  as  it  had  before.  Clay  seemed  to  be- 
lieve it  would  settle  it  forever.  He  proposed  a  plan.  It 
finally  passed  Congress  and  became  known  as  the  '  'Com- 
promise of  1850,"  the  "finality"  compromise.  In  one 
sense  Clay  had  not  mistaken  the  temper  of  the  people. 
The  majority  both  north  and  south  were  ready  to  yield 
something  for  the  sake  of  Union. 

Clay  did  not  live  to  know  that  his  "finality' '  measure 
proved  to  be  only  a  temporary  makeshift.     He  died  in 
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1852,  at  the  moment  when  both  the  great  parties  had 
placed  on  their  banners  the  promise  of  faithfulness  to  his 
great  Compromise.  We  may  believe  that  Clay  had  no 
conception  that  in  less  than  ten  years  from  that  time  a 
million  men  from  north  and  south  would  confront  each 
other  with  arms  in  hands,  to  fight  out  the  great  issue 
that  he  supposed  he  had  settled,  perhaps,  for  all  time. 

Of  Clay  then  we  may  conclude:  He  was  a  man  of 
wonderful  personality  and  power.  His  voice  and  pres- 
ence charmed  all  who  came  within  their  influence.  On 
the  whole  he  was  not  a  creative  statesman,  yet  he  was 
ready  with  measures  for  the  day.  His  mind  was  that  of 
one  who  stood  ready  to  compromise,  and  his  great  work 
in  our  history  perhaps  was  to  postpone  the  day  of  settle- 
ment of  the  slavery  question  till  it  could  be  settled  right, 
and  yet  preserve  the  Union.  This  last  word  was  the 
dearest  of  all  to  him,  and  his  career,  though  marked 
with  faults  and  weaknesses,  was  never  untrue  to  it.  As 
he  himself  said,  he  could  challenge  the  judgment  of  God 
on  his  public  acts,  and  could  feel  that  he  would  not  there 
be  found  wanting. 
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The  Pacificator  and  Compromiser. 

(1777-1852.) 

By  G.  Mercer  Adam.* 

ANOTHER  of  the  notable  men  in  American  public  life 
who  desired,  but  failed  in  securing,  the  prize  of  the 
Presidency  of  these  United  States,  is  Henry  Clay, 
"the  mill-boy  of  the  Virginia  slashes/'  who  rose  to  emi- 
nence in  the  Senate  and  was  repeatedly  the  Speaker  of  that 
high  body,  and  one  of  the  most  able,  prominent,  and  in- 
teresting figures  in  the  political  history  of  the  nation. 
Among  the  statesmen  of  his  era — men  like  Andrew  Jackson, 
Webster,  Calhoun,  Monroe,  Polk,  Van  Buren,  Albert  Gal- 
latin, and  John  Quincy  Adams — few  publicists  were  better 
known  or  did  more  important  work  than  he  in  shaping 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  and,  on  repeated  critical 
occasions,  was  invaluable  in  the  services  he  rendered  the 
state  in  connection  with  its  compromise  legislation  in  mat- 
ters appertaining  to  the  tariff  and  to  the  embarrassing  and 
distracting  question  of  slavery.  Throughout  the  political 
turmoil  of  his  age  his  one  patriotic  idea  in  the  development 
of  the  nation  was  the  maintenance  of  harmony  among  its 
integral  parts,  and,  paramount  to  all  else,  the  preservation 
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of  the  Union  amid  the  sectional  controversies  over  the 
giant  evil  of  colored  servitude  and  race  subjection.  On 
the  question  of  the  tariff,  his  economic  views  were  those 
he  deemed  best  suited  for  a  young  country  needing  the  fos- 
tering encouragement  of  protection,  an  attitude  which, 
though  it  pleased  the  North  and  East,  offended  the  South 
and  West,  and,  in  consequence,  compelled  Clay  more  than 
once  to  compromise  on  the  matter,  as  he  was  led  to  com- 
promise, for  the  sake  of  peace,  between  the  sections,  on  the 
issue  of  slavery.  In  these  great  questions,  political  motives 
in  large  measure  ruled  Clay,  especially  when  he  sought  ele- 
vation to  the  Presidency,  an  unfortunate  though  natural 
ambition  on  his  part,  which  made  him  the  sport  of  cir- 
cumstance, and  one  of  the  most  disappointed  of  men  in  the 
history  of  American  parties.  Could  he  have  foreseen  in 
his  day  the  turn  events  were  to  take  later  in  regard  to 
slavery,  he  would  have  perhaps  taken  more  decided  ground 
in  its  discussion,  consonant  with  his  own  feelings,  and 
abandoned  his  attitude  as  a  trimmer  and  compromiser  on 
the  distracting  question.  Nor,  from  a  present-day  point 
of  view,  was  he  more  fortunate  in  the  bitterly  hostile  posi- 
tion he  early  took  towards  England,  in  urging  on  the  War 
of  1812;  though  in  this  he  had  the  popular  heart,  and 
especially  the  West  and  his  own  State  of  Kentucky,  with 
him  in  championing  the  War  by  his  invectives  against  the 
motherland,  and  by  his  impassioned  appeals  to  national  pa- 
triotism and  the  pride  of  arms.  Rather  than  pressing  on 
the  war,  Clay  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  heeded  the 
interests  of  the  East,  voiced  by  Webster  in  New  England, 
and  so  spared  the  country  the  humiliation  which  came  of 
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disaster  and  defeat,  especially  in  the  unjustifiable  invasion 
of  Canada,  and  a  Peace  treaty  which  settled  nothing,  though 
it  vindicated  the  national  honor  by  practically  ending  Eng- 
land's offensive  impressment  of  American  sailors  and  forc- 
ing her  to  respect  the  New  World  Republic  by  abandoning 
the  exercise  of  her  "right  of  search"  on  the  high  seas. 
England,  doubtless,  deserved  the  chastisement  she  got  from 
the  American  marine  on  the  Lakes  and  the  reverse  she  met 
with  at  New  Orleans,  though  these  were  offset  not  so  grati- 
fying to  American  pride  in  the  capture  of  Washington  and 
the  burning  of  its  public  buildings,  and  other  incidents  of 
the  war,  which  England,  we  know,  was  loath  to  engage  in, 
especially  while  in  the  throes  of  a  European  conflict  which 
put  Anglo-Saxon  pluck  and  hardihood  to  the  severest  test. 
At  thexlose  of  the  conflict,  Clay  rendered  good  service  on 
the  Peace  commission,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  with 
J.  Q.  Adams,  Gallatin,  and  others,  in  securing — bad  as  the 
Treaty  was — a  more  favorable  settlement  than  might  other- 
wise have  been  effected,  particularly  in  insisting  on  Eng- 
land's abatement  of  her  imperious  demands.  For  this  he 
deserved  praise,  though  the  War  as  a  whole  was  objection- 
able, and  was  brought  on,  as  we  have  seen,  largely  by  Clay's 
own  lack  of  restraint  in  his  popular  appeals  to  passion  rather 
than  to  reason.  Vastly  more  to  his  credit  was  his  long 
subsequent  career  as  a  statesman,  in  the  formative  era  of 
the  nation,  when  it  became  interested  in  such  questions  as 
that  of  a  National  Bank  to  counteract  the  disadvantages 
of  the  multiplication  of  State  Banks,  with  their  depreciated 
currency;  in  money  appropriations  for  the  building  of  na- 
tional highways,  canals,  and  other  facilities  for  opening  up 
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the  then  Far  West ;  in  tariff  legislation,  which  should  en- 
courage the  native  manufactures  and  limit  the  dependence 
of  the  country  upon  foreign  importation;  in  lightening  the 
burden  of  taxation,  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  late  war  and  the 
growing  expenditure  of  the  government ;  in  counselling  the 
nation  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  new  States  and  Ter- 
ritories ;  and  in  taking  part  in  the  aggresive  and  engrossing 
question  of  slavery  and  its  future  limitations  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Union.  In  these  and  other  matters  of  neces- 
sary and  progressive  legislation,  Clay  took  an  active  and 
prominent  part,  and  contributed  much  to  popular  enlight- 
enment in  their  intelligent  discussion,  as  well  as  in  shaping 
the  form  they  were  to  take  in  the  practical  measures  which 
were  to  be  proposed  with  regard  to  them.  In  his  debates 
and  counsellings,  he  was  usually  helpful,  as  well  as  clear- 
sighted, large-minded,  and  patriotic,  though  at  times  un- 
duly under  the  influence  of  his  own  prejudices  and  passions, 
and  with  an  eye  all  the  while  on  the  coveted  though  illusive 
office  of  the  Presidency. 

But  it  is  time  to  see  the  man  at  closer  range,  and  to 
trace,  in  more  or  less  precise  order,  the  record  of  Clay's  per- 
sonal life  and  public  career,  so  far  as  may  come  within  the 
limited  scope  of  this  unambitious  essay.  Henry  Clay  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  April,  1777,  in  a  district  named  the 
"Slashes" — a  place  of  partially  cleared  timber  land,  merely 
slashed  or  cut  over — in  Hanover  County,  Virginia.  His 
father  was  a  Baptist  clergyman,  of  some  eloquence  and 
local  fame,  who,  however,  died  when  his  son,  the  future 
statesman  (the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  children),  was 
but  four  years  old.     His  ancestors,  on  both  sides,  it  is  un- 
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derstood,  were  English,  men  and  women  of  the  people ;  and 
therefore  the  family,  beyond  the  little  farm  holding,  pos- 
sessed only  very  modest  means,  the  resources  of  the  humble 
home  being  eked  out  by  the  thrift  and  industry  of  a  good 
and  helpful  woman,  Henry's  mother,  now  so  early  become 
a  widow.  The  latter  in  time  (1792)  married  again,  Clay's 
stepfather  being  a  Capt.  Henry  Watkins,  who  was  kind  to 
the  boy  and  sought  his  advancement  in  life.  Before  this 
young  Clay  had  had  some  little  education  at  the  district 
school  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  "Slashes,"  where  the 
youth,  in  the  intervals  of  farm  work  and  carrying  grain  to 
the  grist-mill,  learned  to  read,  write  and  cipher,  as  far,  we 
are  told,  as  "Practice."  Through  the  instrumentality  of 
his  stepfather,  Henry,  when  he  had  reached  his  fourteenth 
year,  was' placed  for  a  time  in  a  retail  store  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  subsequently  passing  from  this  occupation  to  a  clerk- 
ship in  the  office  of  an  official  of  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, where  his  studious  habits  and  attention  to  his  duties, 
added  to  his  bright,  engaging  disposition,  brought  him  to 
the  notice  of  the  eminent  Virginia  jurist,  George  Wythe, 
afterwards  Chancellor,  and  to  that  of  Attorney-General 
Robert  Brooke,  whose  office  he  later  on  entered  as  a  stu- 
dent at  law.  Presently  we  find  him  licensed  to  practice  the 
profession  he  had  chosen;  and  in  1797,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  moved  to  Lexington,  Kentucky  (where  his  mother  and 
step-father  resided),  to  pursue,  with  unusual  gifts,  a  suc- 
cessful career  at  the  Bar.  His  legal  education,  though  not 
extensive,  had  been  practical,  picked  up  in  the  offices  of  the 
Chancery  Court  Clerk  and  Attorney-General  of  Virginia, 
and  aided  by  the  counsels  of  his  friend,  the  learned  Judge 
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Wythe,  whose  amanueusis  and  copyist  he  had  been,  and 
who  directed  his  studies  in  history,  forensic  oratory,  and  the 
fundamentals  of  law.  He  had  been  an  assiduous  student, 
and  had  moreover  diligently  prepared  himself  for  address- 
ing juries  by  utilizing  his  gifts  as  an  orator  and  by  elabor- 
ate courses  of  reading  and  declaiming  in  retirement  as  well 
as  in  local  debating  societies,  where  he  was  deemed  a  bril- 
liant young  fellow,  with  an  assured  future  before  him.  In 
general  education  he  was  deficient,  and  often  the  fact  was 
revealed  in  his  speeches  and  addresses,  in  spite  of  the 
glamor  of  his  oratory,  patriotic  ardor,  and  the  scintillations 
of  his  wit.  He  had  a  quick  intelligence  which  enabled  him 
to  overcome  the  defects  of  his  education ;  while  his  pleasing 
manners  and  kindliness  of  heart  won  him  many  friends, 
who,  in  contact  with  him,  forgot  his  unattractive  personal 
appearance   and   somewhat  uncouth   Western  ways. 

From  an  early  period,  Clay  became  absorbed  in  politics, 
and  by  the  classes  interested  in  the  political  questions  of  the 
time,  his  popularity  was  great ;  while  his  devotion  to  Ameri- 
can ideas  in  discussing  and  later  on  in  legislating  on  the 
problems  of  the  era,  marked  him  out  as  a  representative 
and  rising  man.  Meanwhile,  in  1799,  he  married  Lucretia 
Hart,  who  bore  him,  in  all,  eleven  children;  and  for  his 
home  he  purchased  600  acres,  near  Lexington,  Ky.,  and 
named  the  property  "Ashland."  Here  he  dispensed  a  lavish 
hospitality,  while  working  hard  at  his  profession  as  a 
lawyer  and  making  a  great  reputation  at  the  Bar,  especially 
in  the  defence  of  criminals,  though  having  at  the  same  time 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice  in  civil  cases.  He  also  made 
his  mark  in  the  Kentucky  State  Legislature,  to  which  he 
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was  elected  a  member,  representing  at  this  time  the  Demo- 
cratic-Republican party  under  the  leadership  of  Jefferson. 
At  this  era,  he  warmly  advocated  the  gradual  emancipation 
of  the  slaves,  a  risky  attitude  on  this  burning  question  in 
a  border  state  like  Kentucky ;  but  one  that  did  not  seem  to  in- 
jure his  political  prospects;  for  in  1806,  when  not  yet  thirty, 
we  find  Clay  sent  to  the  United  States  Senate  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  one  of  the  members  of  that  body  who 
had  withdrawn  from  it.  In  the  Senate,  he  made,  even  thus 
early,  a  favorable  impression  by  his  eloquence  in  debate, 
as  well  as  on  Committees,  while  also  being  popular  in 
society  circles  in  the  capital.  On  returning  to  Kentucky, 
Clay  was  elected  a  member  of  the  lower  House  in  the  State 
Legislature  and  chosen  Speaker;  and  subsequently  he  was 
sent  a  second  time  to  Washington  (1809-10),  to  fill  another 
unexpired  term  of  a  retired  member,  continuing  the  while 
to  add  to  his  fame  as  a  debater,  and  a  zealous  advocate,  at 
this  period,  of  American  manufacturing  industries.  It  was 
at  this  time,  while  Speaker  of  the  Kentucky  State  Legisla- 
ture, that  Clay  fought  a  duel  wi.h  a  Federalist  member, 
Humphrey  Marshall.  The  provocation  was  a  taunting  ref- 
erence by  Marshall  in  debate  to  Clay's  ultra-protectionist 
attitude,  and  to  his  resolution  in  the  Legislature  that  all 
members  should  clothe  themselves  in  homespun,  rather  than 
use  imported  cloth  for  men's  garments.  The  taunt,  it 
seems,  was  deemed  so  offensive  by  Clay  that  he  sent  Mar- 
shall a  challenge,  and  in  the  hostile  encounter  both  duellists 
received  slight  wounds. 

Clay's  influence  as  a  public  man  began  to  be  felt  in  the 
nation  when  he  was  elected  to  the  popular  chamber  in  Con- 
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gress  and  became  Speaker  of  the  House.  This  occurred 
in  1811.  At  the  period,  Madison  was  President,  and  the 
government  was  seeking  Non-Intercourse  Acts  directed 
against  England  and  France  to  induce  the  former  power 
to  withdraw  its  offensive  Orders  in  Council,  which  placed 
annoying  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations 
during  the  war  with  France  under  Bonaparte.  In  the 
threatening  aspect  of  international  affairs  Clay  undertook 
to  champion  the  national  honor  against  both  Britain  and 
France,  and  was  especially  keen  to  bring  about  a  war  with 
the  former,  in  defiance  of  the  peace-seeking  attitude  of  Fed- 
eralist members  in  Congress.  The  prevention  of  impress- 
ment by  British  cruisers  and  the  protection  of  the  Coast 
against  blockades,  and  other  irritating  acts  on  the  part  of 
England,  were  the  objects  sought  in  the  resort  to  war.  The 
unnatural  conflict  was  launched  in  June,  1812,  by  the  call- 
ing out  of  25,000  troops  and  the  authorized  raising  of  50,- 
000  volunteers,  followed  by  the  invasion  of  Canada,  which 
fifty  years  earlier  had  been  wrested  by  Britain  from  France. 
The  latter  buccaneering  expedition,  as  it  has  been  called, 
was,  as  we  know,  a  failure,  and  the  war  as  a  whole  went 
ill,  in  spite  of  Clay's  firey  invocation  of  the  war-spirit  and 
his  clamorous  incitement  to  push  on  the  war  with  the  ut- 
most vigor,  striking  the  enemy  wherever  on  sea  or  land  he 
could  effectively  be  reached.  New  England  and  the  East 
were  in  a  large  measure  opposed  to  the  war,  and  were 
humiliated  by  its  disasters.  The  East  styled  the  resort  to 
arms  the  mischeivous  work  of  young  Western  and  Southern 
hot-heads,  and  hence  it  was  justly  opposed  by  men  of  saga- 
city and  discretion,  such  as  Daniel  Webster,  Josiah  Quincy, 
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and  other  Massachusetts  and  New  York  publicists,  who 
deemed  the  war  ''a  wanton  sacrifice  of  Eastern  interests. " 
At  an  interval  when  the  war  dragged,  in  the  year  1814,  it 
was  thought  that  England  might  be  induced  to  make  peace, 
and  so  end  the  conflict  which  neither  nation  should  have 
entered  upon;  and  at  this  juncture  Clay  was  nominated, 
with  Gallatin,  Bayard,  Russell,  and  J.  O.  Adams,  as  a  Peace 
Commissioner,  and  in  accepting  the  post  he  resigned  the 
speakership  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  proceeded 
with  his  colleagues  to  Europe.  Abroad,  Clay  was  useful  in 
the  capacity  in  which  he  was  sent,  though  asserting  rather 
unduly  the  claims  of  the  Republic  and  showing  his  aggres- 
sive, rather  than  his  diplomatic,  front  to  the  English  Com- 
missioners. Finally,  Peace  was  signed  at  Ghent,  December  24, 
1814;  and  Ciay,  after  spending  some  little  time  in  Paris  and 
in  London,  at  the  latter  city  taking  part  in  negotiating  a 
commercial  treaty  with  England,  returned  to  the  New 
World  and  resumed  his  duties  as  Speaker  in  Congress. 

In  Congress  Clay  was  in  his  element,  for  he  revelled  in 
debate,  and,  though  presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
House,  he  would  often  address  the  Chamber  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  while  at  the  same  time  pulling  political  wires 
and  performing  the  exacting  duties,  and  sometimes  drudg- 
ery of  his  important  office.  So  much  at  home  was  he  in 
his  work,  and  so  admirably  fitted  was  he  for  its  duties,  that 
at  this  time  he  refused  a  tempting  offer  of  the  Secretary- 
ship of  War  and  a  diplomatic  mission  to  Russia.  At  this 
era,  the  responsibilities  of  a  Cabinet  office  would  not  have 
been  to  his  liking,  for  many  perplexing  questions  were  be- 
fore the  country,  now  recovering  from  the  depression  caused 
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by  the  war,  including  those  connected  with  tariffs  and  rev- 
enues to  meet  the  war  debt  and  other  heavy  expenditures 
of  the  government ;  while  national  provision  had  then  to  be 
made  for  the  expanding  commerce  and  the  internal  devel- 
opment of  the  nation.  Of  these  questions,  Clay  was  hear- 
tily interested  in  a  protective  policy,  which  should  aid  the 
development  of  American  manufactures  and  make  the  coun- 
try more  independent  of  foreign  imports.  During  the  war, 
the  shutting  out  of  foreign  products  had  given  a  certain 
stimulant  to  native  manufacturing,  and  when  the  ports  on 
the  seacost  were  again  opened  and  imports  began  to  flow 
in,  there  was  necessity  for  checking  the  latter  by  tariff  im- 
pos.s  in  favor  of  home  industry ;  and  in  this  taxation  Clay 
was  actively  interested,  and  thus  earned  the  claim  made  for 
him  as  "the  father  of  American  protection."  The  immedi- 
ate result,  it  has  to  be  said,  however,  was  not  satisfactory, 
for,  in  spite  of  the  high  tariff,  the  gross  value'  of  United 
States  imports  rose  within  a  year  (1814-15)  from  twelve 
to  over  one  hundred  million  dollars — an  importation  far 
beyond  the  then  needs  of  the  nation,  and  which  had  the  effect 
of  closing  many  native  factories  and  confronting  the  indus- 
trial and  commercial  classes  with  entirely  new  economic 
conditions. 

Another  prominent  matter  which  engaged  Clay's  atten- 
tion at  this  era  was  the  legislation  necessary  to  found  a  new 
United  States  Bank,  the  charter  of  the  first  one,  established 
by  Hamilton  in  1791,  having  been  allowed  to  expire  in 
181 1.  In  this  affair,  Clay  completely  reversed  his  earlier 
record  on  banking  legislation,  influenced  doubtless  by  the 
financial  necessities  of  the  time,  and  by  the  confusion  which 
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had  resulted  from  the  suspension  during  the  war  of  many  of 
the  State  Banks  and  the  consequent  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency. Instead  of  opposing  a  National  Bank,  as  he  had 
hitherto  done  (Western  Democrarcy  being  ever  jealous  of 
the  money-power  of  the  East),  Clay  now  became  its  cham- 
pion, fathered  as  it  was  by  Calhoun,  with  a  capital  of  $35,- 
000,000.  The  charter,  which  was  to  run  for  twenty  years, 
was  secured  in  April,  1816.  In  this  year,  Monroe  was 
elected  President,  with  Wirt,  Calhoun,  Crawford  of  Georgia, 
and  John  Quincy  Adams  for  his  Cabinet.  Clay  had  ex- 
pected to  be  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  in  place  of  Adams, 
for  he  had  now  his  eye  upon  the  Presidential  office ;  but  was 
offered  instead  the  Secretaryship  of  War  or  a  mission  to 
England,  both  of  which  Clay  declined,  preferring  the 
Speakership  of  the  House,  with  its  more  commanding  po- 
sition and  influence.  Here  he  became  ingrossed  in  the  re- 
vived slavery  question,  which  now  divided,  and  indeed 
threatened  to  put  an  end  to,  the  Union,  for  the  slave  trade 
had  become  increasingly  profitable — the  value  of  the  yearly 
cotton  export  to  England  having  reached  close  upon  twenty 
million  doliars.  As  a  chattel,  the  slave  himself,  moreover, 
increased  in  value,  and  being  deemed  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  South,  Southern  leaders  held  tenaciously  to 
the  rights  in  slave  property  they  considered  inherently 
theirs,  and  viewed  with  alarm  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
the  Free  States  and  the  clamor  in  the  North  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  slaves  from  Missouri  on  its  admission  as  a  State. 
At  this  time,  there  were  eleven  Free  States  in  the  Union, 
the  number  being  balanced  by  Slave  States;  and  so  jealously 
was  the  admission  of  new  States  and  territories  watched  that 
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the  proposal  to  admit  them  as  non-slaveholding  raised  angry 
remonstrance,  and  even  threats  of  secession,  only  allayed 
by  off-sets  of  slaveholding  areas  to  maintain  the  sectional 
and  political  equilibrium.  The  issue  between  the  sections 
became  the  keener  when  it  was  seen  that  the  perpetuation 
of  slavery  and  its  ultimate  extinction  were  not  matters  on 
moral  grounds  to  be  fought  over,  but  the  preponderance  of 
sectional,  and  political  power ;  hence,  the  struggle,  as  it  has 
been  pointed  out,  became  one  only  of  commercial  profit  and 
political  power,  and  not  one  to  be  fought  against  as  a  giant 
evil  on  the  ground  of  moral  principle.  This  being  the  mo- 
tive and  the  attitude  of  parties  in  1819,  naturally  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  became  a  great  bone  of  contention,  par- 
ticularly as  Illinois  had  just  been  admitted  as  a  Free  State, 
while  Maine,  now  about  to  separate  from  Massachusetts, 
was  petitioning  for  admission  into  the  Union,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Arkansas  were  seeking  for  a  territorial  government, 
without  slavery  restriction.  For  two  years  (1819-20)  the 
battle  went  on  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  neither  of  the 
parties  agreeing  as  to  admitting  it  as  a  Free  or  a  Slavery- 
restricted  State,  until  Senator  Thomas  of  Illinois,  warmly 
supported  by  Henry  Clay,  offered  a  compromise  by  which 
the  State  was  admitted  without  restriction,  save  in  that  part 
of  the  territory  outside  of  the  State,  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States,  north  of  the  latitude  of  36  deg.  30  m.,  where 
slaves  should  thereafter  be  excluded.  The  compromise 
was  probably  a  wise  one  for  the  time,  and  a  measure  of  tem- 
porary expediency,  and  this  Clay  at  least  deemed  it,  acting 
from  patriotic  motives,  with  the  object  of  preserving  the 
Union. 
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After  the  fight  to  admit  Missouri  as  a  Slave  State,  for 
the  Clay  compromise  was  in  the  interest  of  the  South,  Clay 
resigned  the  Speakership  of  the  House  to  enable  him  to 
retrieve  his  personal  fortunes  by  practice  at  the  Bar.  Three 
years  afterwards,  he  was  again  elected  to  Congress  and  was 
once  more  chosen  as  Speaker,  when  he  took  an  active  part 
in  securing  money  appropriations  for  the  survey  and  con- 
struction of  national  highways  to  the  West,  then  fast  open- 
ing up.  At  this  time  he  also  advocated  eloquently  the 
cause  of  Greek  liberty  and  independence,  as  he  had  previous- 
ly given  his  sympathy  to  the  Latin  States  in  South  America. 
This  was  the  era  when  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  as  it  came  to 
be  called,  was  promulgated — a  doctrine  expressed  by  Presi- 
dent Monroe  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  in  December,  1823, 
and  insisting  as  a  maxim  of  American  policy  that  European 
nations  should  not  meddle  with  cis-Atlantic  affairs.  At  the 
period,  the  doctrine  was  specially  directed  against  Russian 
colonization  on  the  Pacific  coast,  but  was  applied  generally 
to  restrain  the  interposition  of  European  powers  on  this 
continent.  In  the  tariff  debates  of  1824,  Mr.  Clay  took 
also  a  prominent  part,  in  Committees  of  the  House,  in  ad- 
vocating further  protection  for  American  manufactures, 
his  speeches  at  this  time  being  notable  for  their  force  and 
fervor,  in  the  elaboration  of  what  he  fitly  called  "the  Ameri- 
can system."  Mr.  Webster  at  the  time  took  the  opposite- 
side,  though  that  statesman  subsequently  changed  his  views 
and  became  a  fervid  adherent  of  protection,  under  which 
the  New  England  States  extensively  enlarged  its  manu- 
facturing industries.  Later  on,  when  Clay  became  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  John  Q.  Adams,  he  inceasingly  yielded 
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to  the  clamor  for  a  high  tariff — the  "tariff  of  abominations" 
(1828) — which,  while  it  gave  umbrage  to  the  South,  gave 
Clay  the  occasion  to  act  once  more  the  part  of  pacificator 
between  the  chief  sections  of  the  country. 

At  this  period  of  his  public  career,  Mr.  Clay,  who  was 
not  only  popular  but  ambitious,  began  to  have  unconcealed 
aspirations  towards  the  Presidency.  The  competitors  for 
the  high  office  were  however  numerous,  the  three  most  no- 
table being-  General  Andrew  Jackson,  who  had  won  military 
fame  in  the  War  of  1812 ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  Monroe's 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  choice  of  New  England;  and 
John  C.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina,  Monroe's  Secretary  of 
War.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Monroe  ad- 
ministration, W.  H.  Crawford  of  Georgia,  was  also  a  can- 
didate. Henry  Clay,  who  was  the  favorite  throughout  the 
W7est,  as  well  as  popular  in  Congress,  was  the  nominee  of 
the  Legislatures  of  Kentucky  and  four  other  States.  The 
contest  at  this  time  (1824)  lay  more  particularly  between 
Adams  and  Jackson,  and  as  neither  candidate  received  a 
majority  of  the  electoral  vote,  the  election  was  transferred 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  result  that  Adams 
was  chosen,  to  the  disappointment  of  Jackson,  and  also  of 
Clay,  who,  however,  voted  himself  for  Adams  when  he 
realized  that  his  own  prospects  were  nil.  In  return  for 
this  support,  Adams  made  Clay  his  Secretary  of  State,  which 
so  ruffled  Jackson's  feelings  that  he  characterized  the  ap- 
pointment as  "a  bargain  and  sale"  between  the  two  men. 
Clay,  however,  disregarded  the  taunt,  though  he  always 
bore  Jackson  a  grudge  for  it;  and,  resigning  the  Speaker- 
ship, he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.     Adams'  ad- 
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ministration  was  in  no  way  significant;  nor  were  Clay's 
services  as  State  Secretary  distinguished.  As  an  executive 
officer,  Clay  did  not  shine,  his  true  and  successful  field  of 
labor  being  the  Legislature.  As  a  step  to  the  Presidency, 
it  turned  out  to  be  a  false  one,  for  Clay  lost  influence  in  the 
country  and  gained  no  popularity  in  office.  It  was  at  this 
period  that  he  had  his  duel  with  John  Randolph,  owing  to 
an  offensive  remark  of  the  latter  with  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  envoys  to  the  Panama  Congress.  In  this 
matter,  Randolph,  it  seems,  had  charged  Clay  and  President 
Adams  with  making  "a  coalition  of  Bilfil  and  Black  George 
— the  combination,  unheard  of  till  then,  of  the  Puritan  and 
the  blackleg."  The  remark  stung  Clay,  who  was  not  then 
in  good  health  and  thought  of  resigning  the  Secretaryship. 
The  consequence  was  a  challenge  from  Clay,  the  meeting 
taking  place  near  Little  Falls  bridge,  on  the  Virginia  bank 
of  the  Potomac,  April  8,  1826.  Neither  duellist  was  hurt; 
though  Clay's  bullet  pierced  Randolph's  coat;  while  Ran- 
dolph, though  a  good  shot,  did  not  wish  to  kill  or  even 
wound  his  adversary.  The  contestants  shook  hands  over 
the  matter,  Clay  effusively  affirming  that  "he  would  not 
have  hurt  Randolph  for  a  thousand  worlds."  The  duel  did 
no  good  to  Clay,  who  was  known  as  a  bitter  opponent  of 
the  then  code  of  honor ;  while  it  gave  increased  currency  to 
the  gibe  in  Andrew  Jackson's  mouth,  that  Clay  had  sold 
himself  to  John  Quincy  Adams,  whose  administration  was 
now  on  the  wane  and  about  to  be  superseded  by  the  Demo- 
cratic one  of  the  hero  of  New  Orleans. 

With  the  disappearance  of  the  Federalists,  Western  De- 
mocracy was  now  rapidly  coming  to  the  front;  and  in  1828 
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this  showed  itself  unmistakably  in  the  contest  for  the  Presi- 
dency, when  almost  the  entire  South  and  West  declared  for 
Jackson  and  swamped  the  vote  for  Adams.  The  result  was 
a  keen  disappointment  to  Clay,  not  so  much  because  he  de- 
sired Adams's  re-election,  but  because  he  hated  and  dis- 
trusted Jackson,  and  was  piqued  at  his  triumph.  In 
March,  1829,  on  resigning  his  office,  Clay  retired  to  his 
Kentucky  farm  at  Ashland,  feeling  sore  at  the  unfavorable 
trend  of  events,  though  gratified  at  his  continued  popularity 
in  his  own  State,  whose  people  gave  him  warm  acclaim 
and  held  him  in  high  esteem  as  a  great  party  chieftain. 
Two  years  later,  the  old  longing  to  be  in  the  thick  of  poli- 
tical excitement  drove  him  once  more  to  the  national  capi- 
tal, whither,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1831,  he  came  as  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky,  and  the  recognized  leader  of  the  Nation- 
al Republican  party.  Here  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
tariff  debates  of  1832,  advocating,  as  of  yore,  protection 
to  the  native  industries,  and  reasserting  the  principles  he  had 
ably  laid  down  in  the  American  Economic  System  he  had 
argued  for  in  1824.  Party  strife  on  this  issue  continued 
to  be  as  bitter  as  ever;  while  Jackson's  veto  on  the  rechar- 
ter  of  the  United  States  Bank  heightened  Clay's  anger 
against. the  President,  and  this  provoked  Jackson  to  add  to 
his  ready  defamation  of  Clay  as  a  politican,  in  spite  of  the 
Kentuckian's  gifts  as  an  orator  and  his  popularity  in  the 
Senate  and  at  the  capital. 

In  the  Senate,  Clay  continued  his  personal  antagonism 
to  Jackson  and  his  unappeasable  opposition  to  his  adminis- 
tration ;  but  the  people  rallied  to  the  President's  side  in  the 
latter's  war  on  moneyed  institutions,  and  the  Southerners 
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were  implacably  hostile  to  Clay's  views  on  the  need  of  a 
high  tariff.  The  Kentuckian  chieftain's  attitude  on  eco- 
nomic measures  was  so  pronounced  that  once  more  he  was 
driven  to  a  compromise,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  particularly 
in  view  of  South  Carolina's  threats  of  nullification  and  in- 
cipient secession.  In  spite  of  the  hostility  he  aroused  in  re- 
gard to  the  measures  he  advocated,  Clay's  personal  popu- 
larity continued,  as  was  unmistakably  shown  by  the  recep- 
tion he  met  with  in  his  occasional  tours,  even  in  the  Eastern 
States,  where  abolitionism  was  rampant  and  public  opinion 
was  divided  on  the  political  issues  involved  in  the  existing 
banking  system.  In  the  successive  elections  of  1836  and 
1840,  when  the  Democrats  elected  Van  Buren  to,  the  Presi- 
dency and  the  Whigs  returned  Harrison,  Clay's  prospects 
of  elevation  to  the  high  office  were  in  no  way  advanced ; 
though  he  was  still  prominent  in  the  nominating  conven- 
tions of  his  party ;  and,  with  Webster  and  Calhoun,  was  a 
force  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Once  more  disap- 
pointed in  his  hope  of  reaching  the  Presidency,  especially 
as  the  Whigs  had  now  come  into  power  and  installed  Gen- 
eral Harrison  in  office,  the  latter  sought  to  placate  Clay  by 
the  offer  of  the  portfolio  of  State.  This,  however,  Clay  de- 
clined, Webster  meanwhile  accepting  the  office;  and,  soon 
after,  Harrison  died  and  John  Tyler,  the  then  vice-President, 
came  to  the  Presidency.  Clay  now  broke  with  Tyler,  whose 
leanings  were  Democratic,  and  who  offended  the  great  Ken- 
tuckian and  his  Whig  allies  by  refusing  to  sign  the  bill  re- 
chartering  the  United  States  Bank.  Disgusted  with  the 
way  in  which  politics  were  now  drifting,  and  bitterly  disap- 
pointed with  his  friends  in  elevating  Tyler  to  office,  Clay 
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withdrew  in  1842  from  Congress  and  delivered  an  able 
and  feeling  valedictory  in  the  Senate.  In  1844,  the  Fates 
however  again  played  with  the  old'  chieftain,  for  in  that 
year  Clay  was  once  more  put  forward  as  the  Whig  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency ;  while  the  Democrats,  who  at  this 
time  were  not  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  in  the  slave- 
holding  in.erest,  put  forward  James  K.  Polk.  The  result 
was  the  defeat  once  more  of  Clay,  who,  though  300,000 
votes  were  cast  for  him,  was  beaten  by  the  united  Demo- 
crats, aided  by  the  anti-slavery  vote,  which  put  Polk  in  office. 
This  new  disappointment  was  ill-borne  by  Clay,  and  when 
the  orator,  sometime  afterwards,  appeared  on  a  public  plat- 
form in  Washington  and  received  a  great  ovation  from  an 
immense  audience,  it  was  said  of  him,  "that  Clay  could  get 
more  men  to  run  after  him  to  hear  him  speak,  and  fewer  to 
vote  for  him,  than  any  other  man  in  America." 

Once  again  Clay  was  called  upon  to  bear  the  odium  and 
aggravation  of  defeat,  namely  in  1848,  when  the  Mexican 
question  was  up,  and  Clay  had  come  out,  in  an  eloquent 
speech,  against  the  extension  of  slavery  in  conquered  ter- 
ritory. On  this  occasion,  though  the  W'higs  had  no  politi- 
cal platform  on  which  to  commend  their  candidate,  Clay 
was  again  put  forward  for  the  Presidency  in  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  his  opponent  being  General  Taylor,  who  had 
won  fame  in  the  Mexican  War.  On  the  first  ballot,  the 
strength  of  the  respective  men  was  at  once  seen,  Clay  re- 
ceiving only  97  votes  to  1 1 1  for  Taylor.  On  the  fourth  bal- 
lot, Clay  was  practically  put  out  of  the  running,  receiving 
but  32  votes  against  Taylor's  171  votes.  This  new  em- 
bitterment  was  almost  more  than  Clay  could  now  bear,  and 
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he  showed  his  mortification  at  the  result  by  refraining  from 
entering  upon  a  canvass.     Though  at  this  time  nominally 
out  of  politics,  the  oid  man  (he  was  now  seventy-four)  was 
once  more   returned   to  the   Senate,   himself  drawn   to  the 
Chamber  by  the  conflict  which  had  again  broken  out,  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  extension  of  Western  States  and  the 
demands  of  the  South  for  more  slave  territory.     Most  in- 
teresting, though  not  a  little  acrimonious,  were  now  the  de- 
bates in  Congress  on  this  irrepressible  question,  especially 
as  new  men  had  now  arisen,  like  Seward,  Chase,  Hamlin, 
Douglas,  Benton,  and  Jeff.  Davis,  to  take  the  place  of,  or 
add  to  the  importance  of  political  discussion  on  slavery,  by 
the  old  leaders  such  as  Clay,  Calhoun,  and  Webster.     One- 
half  of  the  nine  eenth  century  had  now  passed,  and  save  for 
the  truce  which  was  now  to  be  interposed  by  "the  old  pacifi- 
cator,"   Secession    would   surely   have   come,    preceded,    as 
was  afterwards  calamitously  to  be  the  case,  by  a  frightful, 
desolating  war.     At  this  exciting  time,  Clay  showed  not  only 
consummate  statesmanship,  but  rose  to  lofty  grandeur  as  a 
patriot,  by  the  attitude  he  assumed  in  seeking  to  harmonize 
sectional  differences  on  the  burning  questions  of  the  era. 
His  two  days'  speech  in  the  Senate,  in  February,  1850,  is 
nerhaps  the  most  important,  as  it  certainly  is  the  most  im- 
pressive, of  all  Clay's  public  utterances.     The  sensation  it 
created,  feeble  and  age-worn  as  he  now  was,  was  immense; 
while  the  effect  of  the  speech  was  the  greater,  in  that  the 
orator  spoke  not  only  with  intense  fervor  and  patriotic  ardor, 
as  well  as  with  his  old-time  charm  of  eloquence,  but  rose 
above  all  personal  interests  in  his  arguments  and  appeals, 
including  even  his  life-long  and  passionate  desire  for  the 
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Presidency.  His  major  appeal  was  for  peace  through  con- 
cession, and  the  averting  of  sectional  strife,  which  other- 
wise would  precipitate  a  great  war.  As  he  neared  the  grave, 
the  old,  long-tried  statesman  conjured  his  countrymen  to  be 
content  once  more  with  a  compromise,  and  so  save  the 
Union.  A  finality  measure,  unhappily,  it  was  not  and  could 
not  be ;  but  pacification  was  meanwhile  reached  by  admitting 
California  as  a  Free  State,  "and  abolishing  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  while  the  South  was 
placated  by  leaving  Utah  and  New  Mexico  unrestricted  as  to 
slavery,  and  by  a  more  efficient  law  for  the  pursuit  and  cap- 
ture of  fugitive  slaves."  Compromises,  as  all  know,  are 
on  moral  grounds  not  always  to  be  commended;  but  the 
Clay  Compromise  of  1850  was  a  measure  of  justifiable  as 
well  as  of  immediate  political  expediency,  which  for  the 
time  averted  secession  and  held  in  leash  the  now  thoroughly 
alarmed  and  bitterly  exasperated  South.  Nor  in  offering 
the  compromise  did  Clay  act  as  a  sectional  or  party  man, 
but  only  and  wholly  as  a  pacificator,  who  first,  and  most  of 
all,  loved  and  revered  his  country,  and,  in  the  interest  of 
all,  sought,  if  maintainable,  a  lasting,  undivided  Union. 
This  is  the  honor  and  glory  he  won!  Such  singleness  of 
heart  and  patriotic  ambition  as  he  manifested,  in  such  a 
juncture,  should  keep  his  memory  forever  sacred  in  the 
affections  of  his  countrymen!  Fortunately  for  him,  Clay 
did  not  live  to  see  the  fatal  end  of  the  great  "irrepressible 
conflict,"  and  the  horrors  of  internecine  strife  that  ere  long 
ensued,  which  was  to  purge  the  nation  of  the  giant  evil  he 
earnestly  contended  against,  and  forever  remove  a  foul  stain 
from  the  proud  escutcheon  of  the  Republic.     Henry  Clay 
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died  at  Washington,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  June  29th, 
1852. 


HENRY  CLAY  ON  AMERICAN  INDUSTRY. 

From  the  debate  on  the  Tariff  Bill  of  1824. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  confederacy  has  within  its  vast  limits  a 
great  diversity  of  interests ;  agricultural,  planting,  farming, 
commercial,  navigating,  fishing,  manufacturing.  No  one  of 
these  interests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree,  and  cherished  with 
the  same  solicitude  throughout  all  parts  of  the  union.  Some 
of  them  are  peculiar  to  particular  sections  of  our  common 
country.  But  all  these  great  interests  are  confided  to  the 
protection  of  one  government — to  the  fate  of  one  ship ;  and 
a  most  gallant  ship  it  is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  we  prosper 
and  are  happy,  protection  must  be  extended  to  all ;  it  is  due 
to  all.  It  is  the  great  principle  on  which  obedience  is  de- 
manded from  all.  If  our  essential  interests  cannot  find  pro- 
tection from  our  government  against  the  policy  of  foreign 
powers,  where  are  they  to  get  it  ?  We  did  not  unite  for  sac- 
rifice, but  for  preservation.  The  inquiry  should  be  in  ref- 
erence to  the  great  interests  of  every  section  of  the  union 
(I  speak  not  of  minute  subdivisions)  what  would  be  done 
for  those  interests  if  that  section  stood  alone  and  separated 
from  the  residue  of  the,  republic  ?  If  the  promotion  of  those 
interests  would  not  injuriously  affect  any  other  section,  then 
everything  should  be  done  for  them  which  would  be  done 
if  it  °  formed  a  district  government.  If  they  come  into  ab- 
solute collision  with  the  interests  of  another  section,  a  rec- 
onciliation, if  possible,  should  be  attempted  by  mutual  con- 
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cession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of  the  prosperity  of  either 
to  that  of  the  other.  In  such  a  case,  all  should  not  be  done 
for  one  which  would  be  done,  if  it  were  separated  and  in- 
dependent— but  something ;  and  in  devising  the  measure  the 
good  of  each  part,  and  of  the  whole,  should  be  carefully  con- 
sulted. This  is  the  only  mode  by  which  we  can  preserve,  in 
full  vigor,  the  harmony  of  the  whole  union.  The  south  en- 
tertains one  opinion,  and  imagines  that  a  modification  of  the 
existing  policy  of  the  country  for  the  protection  of  Amer- 
ican industry,  involves  the  ruin  of  the  south.  The  north, 
the  east,  the  west,  hold  the  opposite  opinion,  and  feel  and 
contemplate  in  a  longer  adherence  to  the  foreign  policy,  as 
it  now  exists,  their  utter  destruction.  Is  it  true  that  the  in- 
terests of  these  great  sections  of  our  country  are  irreconcila- 
ble with  each  other?  Are  we  reduced  to  the  sad  and  af- 
flicting dilemma  of  determining  which  shall  fall  a  victim  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  other?  Happily,  I  think,  there  is  no 
such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  north,  the  west  and  the 
east,  formed  an  independent  state,  unassociated  with  the 
south,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would 
be  carried  to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  foreign  fabric 
of  which  they  produce  the  raw  material,  and  which  they 
could  manufacture?  Such  would  be  their  policy  if  they 
stood  alone;  but  they  are  fortunately  connected  with  the 
south,  which  believes  its  interests  to  require  a  free  admis- 
sion of  foreign  manufactures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  for 
mutual  concession,  for  fair  compromise.  The  bill  under 
consideration  presents  this  compromise.  It  is  a  medium  be- 
tween the  absolute  exclusion  and  the  unrestricted  admission 
of  the  produce  of  foreign  industry.     It  sacrifices  the  in- 
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terests  of  neither  section  to  that  of  the  other;  neither,  it  is 
true,  gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to  all  that  it  fears. 
But  it  has  been  said  that  the  south  obtains  nothing  in  this 
compromise.  Does  it  lose  anything?  is  the  first  question. 
I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that  it  does  not,  by  showing  that 
a  mere  transfer  is  effected  in  the  source  of  the  supply  of  its 
consumption  from  Europe  to  America;  and  that  the  loss, 
whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale  of  its  great  staple  in  Europe, 
is  compensated  by  the  new  market  created  in  America.  But 
does  the  south  really  gain  nothing  in  this  compromise? 
The  consumption  of  the  other  sections,  though  somewhat 
restricted,  is  still  left  open  by  this  bill  to  foreign  fabrics  pur- 
chased by  southern  staples.  So  far  its  operation  is  bene- 
ficial to  the  south,  and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the 
other  sections,  and  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  concession. 
The  south  will  also  gain  by  the  extended  consumption  of  its 
great  staple,  produced  by  an  increased  capacity  to  consume 
it  in  consequence  of  the  establishment  of  the  home  market. 
But  the'  south  cannot  exert  its  industry  and  enterprise  in  the 
business  of  manufactures !  Why  not  ?  The  difficulties  if 
not  exaggerated  are  artificial,  and  may,  therefore,  be  sur- 
mounted. But  can  the  other  sections  embark  in  the  plant- 
ing occupations  of  the  south  ?  The  obstructions  which  for- 
bid them  are  natural,  created  by  the  immutable  laws  of  God, 
and  therefore  unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  invite  us  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  this  system.  Its  importance  in  connection  with  the 
general  defence  in  time  of  war,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  esti- 
mated. Need  I  recall  to  our  painful  recollection  the  suffer- 
ings, for  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  absolute  neces- 
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sities,  to  which  the  defenders  of  their  country's  rights  and 
our  entire  population  were  subjected,  during  the  late  war? 
Or  to  remind  the  committee  of  the  great  advantage  of  a 
steady  and  unfailing  source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in 
war  and  in  peace?  Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the  sta- 
bility of  our  union,  that  paramount  and  greatest  of  all  our 
interests,  cannot  fail  warmly  to  recommend  it,  or  at  least  to 
conciliate  the  forbearance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Now 
our  people  present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assemblage  of 
jealous  rivals,  all  eagerly  rushing  to  the  sea-board,  jostling 
each  other  in  their  way,  to  hurry  off  to  glutted  foreign  mar- 
kets the  perishable  produce  of  their  labor.  The  tendency 
of  that  policy,  in  conformity  to  which  this  bill  is  prepared, 
is  to  transform  these  competitors  into  friends  and  mutual 
customers,  and  by  the  reciprocal  exchanges  of  their  re- 
spective productions,  to  place  the  confederacy  upon  the 
most  solid  of  all  foundations,  the  basis  of  common  interest. 
And  is  not  government  called  upon,  by  every  stimulating 
motive,  to  adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growth  of  our  great  republic?  At  the  commence- 
ment of  our  constitution,  almost  the  whole  population  of 
the  United  States  was  confined  between  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the 
western  part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia, 
all  the  western  states  and  territories,  have  been  principally 
peopled.  Prior  to  that  period  we  had  scarcely  any  inte- 
rior. An  interior  has  sprung  up,  as  it  were  by  enchantment, 
and  along  with  it  new  interests  and  new  relations  requiring 
the  parental  protection  of  government.  Our  policy  should 
be  modified  accordingly,  so  as  to  comprehend  all,  and  sac- 
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rifice  none.  And  are  we  not  encouraged  by  the  success  of 
past  experience,  in  respect  to  the  only  article  which  has 
been  adequately  protected  ?  Already  have  the  predictions  of 
the  friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a  shorter  time 
than  their  most  sanguine  hopes  could  have  anticipated,  been 
completely  realized  in  regard  to  that  article ;  and  consump- 
tion is  now  better  and  more  cheaply  supplied  with  coarse 
cottons,  than  it  was  under  the  prevalence  of  the  foreign 
system. 

Even  if  the  benefits  of  the  policy  were  limited  to  certain 
sections  of  our  country,  would  it  not  be  satisfactory  to  be- 
hold American  industry,  wherever  situated,  active,  animated 
and  thrifty,  rather  than  persevere  in  a  course  which  renders 
us  subservient  to  foreign  industry?  But  these  benefits  are 
two-fold,  direct  and  collateral ;  and  in  the  one  shape  or  the 
other,  they  will  diffuse  themselves  throughout  the  union. 
All  parts  of  the  union  will  participate,  more  or  less,  in  both. 
As  to  the  direct  benefits,  it  is  probable  that  the  north  and 
east  will  enjoy  the  largest  share.  But  the  west  and  the 
south  will  also  participate  in  them.  Philidelphia,  Balti- 
more, and  Richmond,0  will  divide  with  the  northern  cap- 
itals the  business  of  manufacturing.  The  latter  city  unites 
more  advantages  for  its  successful  prosecution,  than  any 
other  place  I  know;  Zanesville,0  in  Ohio,  only  excepted. 
And  where  the  direct  benefit  does  not  accure,  that  will  be 
enjoyed  of  supplying  the  raw  material  and  provisions  for 
the  consumption  of  artisans.  Is  it  not  most  desirable  to  put 
at  rest,  and  prevent  the  annual  recurrence  of  this  unpleas- 
ant subject,  so  well  fitted,  by  the  various  interests  to  which 
it  appeals,  to  excite  irritation  and  so  produce  discontent? 
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Can  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection?  Behold  the  mass  of 
petitions  which  lie  on  our  table,  earnestly  and  anxiously  en- 
treating the  protecting  interposition  of  congress  against  the 
ruinous  policy  which  we  are  pursuing.  Will  these  petition- 
ers, comprehending  all  orders  of  society,  entire  states  and 
communities,  public  companies  and  private  individuals  spon- 
taneously assembling,  cease  in  their  humble  prayers,  by 
your  lending  a  deaf  ear?  Can  you  expect  that  these  peti- 
tioners and  others,  in  countless  numbers,  that  will,  if  you 
delay  the  passage  of  this  bill,  supplicate  your  mercy,  should 
contemplate  their  substance  gradually  withdrawn  to  foreign 
countries,  their  ruin  slow,  but  certain,  and  as  inevitable  as 
death  itself,  without  one  expiring  effort?  You  think  the 
measure  injurious  to  you;  we  believe  our  preservation  de- 
pends upon  its  adoption.  Our  convictions,  mutually  honest, 
are  equally  strong.  What  is  to  be  done?  I  invoke  that 
saving  spirit  of  mutual  concession  under  which  our  blessed 
constitution  was  formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be 
happily  administered.  I  appeal  to  the  south — to  the  high- 
minded,  generous,  and  patriotic  south  °  with  which  I  have 
so  often  cooperated,  in  attempting  to  sustain  the  honor  and 
to  vindicate  the  rights  of  our  country.  Should  it  not  offer, 
upon  the  altar  of  the  public  good,  some  sacrifice  of  its  pecu- 
liar opinions  ?  Of  what  does  it  complain  ?  A  possible  tem- 
porary enhancement  in  the  objects  of  consumption.  Of 
what  do  we  complain  ?  A  total  incapacity,  produced  by  the 
foreign  policy,  to  purchase,  at  any  price,  foreign  objects  of 
consumption.  In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient  only  to 
it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too  much  from  southern 
magnanimity?     The  just  and  confident  expectation  of  the 
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passage  of  this  bill  has  flooded  the  country  with  recent  im- 
portations of  foreign  fabrics.  If  it  should  not  pass,  they 
will  complete  the  work  of  destruction  of  our  domestic  in- 
dustry. If  it  should  pass,  they  will  prevent  any  considera- 
ble rise  in  the  price  of  any  foreign  commodities  until  our 
own  industry  shall  be  able  to  supply  competent  substitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anxiously  ap- 
peal. Every  arrangement  of  its  provisions  does  not  suit 
each  of  you ;  you  desire  some  further  alterations ;  you  would 
make  it  perfect.  You  want  what  you  will  never  get.  Noth- 
ing human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen  with  great  surprise, 
a  piece  signed  by  a  member  of  congress,  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  stating  that  this  bill  must  be  rejected, 
and  a  judicious  tariff  brought  in  as  its  substitute.  A  judi- 
cious tariff!  No  member  of  congress  could  have  signed 
that  piece ;  or,  if  he  did,  the  public  ought  not  to  be  deceived. 
If  this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestionably  no  other  can  pass  at 
this  session,  or  probably  during  this  congress.  And  who 
will  go  home  and  say  that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  because  molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the  enormous 
additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon?  I  call,  therefore, 
upon  the  friends  of  the  American  policy  to  yield  somewhat 
of  their  own  peculiar  wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable 
in  the  idle  pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let  us  imitate  the 
illustrious  example  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  and, 
always  remembering  that  whatever  springs  from  man  par- 
takes of  his  imperfections,  depend  upon  experience  to  sug- 
gest, in  future,  the  necessary  amendments. 

We  have  had  great  difficulties  to  encounter.  First,  the 
splendid  talents  that  are  arrayed  in  this  house  against  us. 
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Second,  we  are  opposed  by  the .  rich  and  powerful  in  the 
land.  Third,  the  executive  government,  if  any,  affords  us 
but  a  cold  and  equivocal  support.  Fourth,  the  importing 
and  navigating  interest,  I  verily  believe,  from  misconcep- 
tion are  averse  to  us.  Fifth,  the  British  factors  and  the 
British  influence  are  inimical  to  our  success.  Sixth,  long- 
established  habits  and  prejudices  oppose  us.  Seventh,  the 
reviewers  and  literary  speculators,  foreign  and  domestic. 
And  lastly,  the  leading  presses  of  the  country,  including  the 
influence  of  that  which  is  established  in  this  city,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  public  purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill  may  be  post- 
poned, thwarted,  defeated.  But  the  cause  is  the  cause  of 
the  country,  and  it  must  and  will  prevail.  It  is  founded  in 
the  interests  and  affections  of  the  people.  It  is  as  native  as 
the  granite  deeply  imbosomed  in  our  mountains.  And,  in 
conclusion,  I  would  pray  God,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  to  avert 
from  our  country  the  evils  which  are  impending  over  it, 
and,  by  enlightening  our  councils,  to  conduct  us  into  that 
path  which  leads  to  riches,  to  greatness,  and  to  glory. 


CLAY'S  ADDRESS  TO  LAFAYETTE. 

Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  Dec.  10, 1824. 

General, — The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  impelled  alike  by  its  own  feelings  and  by  those  of 
the  whole  American  people,  could  not  have  assigned  to  me 
a  more  gratifying  duty  than  that  of  presenting  to  you  cordial 
congratulations  upon  the  occasion  of  your  recent  arrival  in 
the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Con- 
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gress,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  very  high  satisfaction  which 
your  presence  affords  on  this  early  theatre  of  your  glory 
and  renown.  Although  but  few  of  the  members  who  com- 
pose this  body,  shared  with  you  in  the  war  of  our  revolution, 
all  have,  from  impartial  history,  or  from  faithful  tradition,  a 
knowledge  of  the  perils,  the  sufferings,  and  the  sacrifies, 
which  you  voluntarily  encountered,  and  the  signal  services, 
in  America  and  in  Europe,  which  you  performed  for  an 
infant,  a  distant,  and  an  alien  people;  and  all  feel  and  own 
the  very  great  extent  of  the  obligations  under  which  you 
have  placed  our  country.  But  the  relations  in  which  you 
have  ever  stood  to  the  United  States,  interesting  and  im- 
portant as  they  have  been,  do  not  constitute  the  only  motive 
of  the  respect  and  admiration  which  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives entertain  for  you.  Your  consistency  of  character, 
your  uniform  devotion  to  regulated  liberty,  in  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  a  long  and  arduous  life,  also  command  its  admira- 
tion. During  all  the  recent  convulsions  of  Europe,  amidst, 
as  after  the  dispersion  of  every  political  storm  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  beheld  you,  true  to  your  old  prin- 
ciples, firm  and  erect,  cheering  and  animating,  with  your 
well-known  voice,  the  votaries  of  liberty,  its  faithful  and 
fearless  champion,  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  that  blood 
which  here  you  so  freely  and  nobly  spilt,  in  the  same  holy 
cause. 

The  vain  wish  has  been  sometimes  indulged  that  Provi- 
dence would  allow  the  patriot,  after  death,  to  return  to  his 
country,  and  to  contemplate  the  intermediate  changes  which 
had  taken  place;  to  view  the  forests  felled,  the  cities  built, 
the  mountains  levelled,  the  canals  cut,  the  highways  con- 
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structed,  the  progress  of  the  arts,  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing, and  the  increase  of  population.  General,  your  present 
visit  to  the  United  States  is  a  realization  of  the  consoling 
object  of  that  wish.  You  are  in  the  midst  of  posterity. 
Everywhere  you  must  have  been  struck  with  the  great 
changes,  physical  and  moral,  which  have  occurred  since  you 
left  us.  Even  this  very  city  (Washington),  bearing  a 
venerated  name,  alike  endeared  to  you  and  to  us,  has  since 
emerged  from  the  forest  which  then  covered  its  site.  In 
one  respect  you  behold  us  unaltered,  and  this  is  in  the  senti- 
ment of  continued  devotion  to  liberty,  and  of  ardent  affection 
and  profound  gratitude  to  your  departed  friend,  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  to  you  and  to  your  illustrious  associates 
in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  for  the  multiplied  blessings 
which  surround  us,  and  for  the  very  privilege  of  addressing 
you,  which  I  now  exercise.  This  sentiment,  now  fondly  cher- 
ished by  more  than  ten  millions  of  people,  will  be  trans- 
mitted, with  unabated  vigor,  down  the  tide  of  time,  through 
the  countless  millions  who  are  destined  to  inhabit  this  con- 
tinent, to  the  latest  posterity. 
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Extracts  from  the  Speeches  and  Letters  of  Henry  Clay. 

Selected,  Arranged  and  Edited  by  C.  K.  Edmunds,  Ph.  D. 


THE  FIRST  RECORDED  CONGRESSIONAL  ADDRESS  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  April  6,  1810. 
DOMESTIC  MANUFACTURES. 

This  is  the  first  oratorical  effort  of  Clay  during  his  con- 
gressional career  which  has  been  preserved.  An  earlier 
speech  delivered  while  senator  in  1807,  on  internal  improve- 
ment, has  not  been  preserved.  These  two  addresses  corre- 
spond to  the  two  branches  of  the  national  policy  which  con- 
stituted the  famous  "American  System"  of  which  Clay  was 
such  an  ardent  advocate. 
"Mr.  President — 

"The  local  interest  of  the  quarter  of  the  country,  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will  apologize  for  the  trouble 
I  may  give  you  on  this  occasion.  My  colleague  has  pro- 
posed an  amendment  to  the  bill  before  you,  instructing  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  to  provide  supplies  of  cordage,  sail- 
cloth, hemp,  etc.,  and  to  give  a  preference  to  those  of  Amer- 
ican growth  and  manufacture.  It  has  been  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Hloyd)  to  strike  out 
this  part  of  the  amendment ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion which  has  arisen,  remarks  have  been  made  on  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  promoting  manufactures.  The  propriety  of 
this  policy  is,  perhaps,  not  very  intimately  connected  with 
the  subject  before  us ;  but  it  is,  nevertheless  within  the  legiti- 
mate and  admissable  scope  of  debate.  Under  this  impres- 
sion I  offer  my  sentiments. 
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"In  inculcating  the  advantage  of  domestic  manufactures, 
it  never  entered  the  head,  I  presume,  of  any  one,  to  change 
the  habits  of  the  nation  from  an  agricultural  to  a  manufac- 
turing community.  No  one,  I  am  persuaded,  ever  thought 
of  converting  the  plough-share  and  the  sickle  into  the  spindle 
and  the  shuttle.  And  yet  this  is  the  delusive  and  erroneous 
view  top  often  taken  of  the  subject.  The  opponents  of  the 
manufacturing  system  transport  themselves  to  the  establish- 
ments of  Manchester  and  Birmingham,  and,  dwelling  on  the 
indigence,  vice,  and  wretchedness  prevailing  there,  by  push- 
ing it  to  an  extreme,  argue  that  its  introduction  into  this 
country  will  necessarily  be  attended  by  the  same  mischievous 
and  dreadful  consequences.  But  what  is  the  fact?  That 
England  is  the  manufacturer  of  a  great  part  of  the  world; 
and  that,  even  there,  the  numbers  thus  employed  bear  an  in- 
considerable proportion  to  the  whole  mass  of  population. 
Were  we  to  become  the  manufacturers  of  other  nations, 
effects  of  the  same  kind  might  result.  But  if  we  limit  our 
efforts  by  our  own  wants,  the  evils  apprehended  would  be 
found  to  be  chimerical.  The  invention  and  improvement  of 
machinery,  for  which  the  present  age  is  so  remarkable,  dis- 
pensing in  a  great  degree  with  manual  labor;  and  the  em- 
ployment of  those  persons,  who,  if  we  were  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  alone,  would  be  either  unproductive, 
or  exposed  to  indolence  and  immorality,  will  enable  us  to 
supply  our  wants  without  withdrawing  our  attention  from 
agriculture — that  first  and  greatest  source  of  national  wealth 
and  happiness.  A  judicious  American  farmer,  in  the  house- 
hold way,  manufactures  whatever  is  requisite  for  his  family. 
He  squanders  but  little  in  the  gewgaws  of  Europe.    He  pre- 
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sents  in  epitome,  what  the  nation  ought  to  be  in  extenso. 
Their  manufactories  should  bear  the  same  proportion,  and 
effect  the  same  object  in  relation  to  the  whole  community, 
which  the  part  of  his  household  employed  in  domestic  manu- 
facturing, bears  to  the  whole  family.  It  is  certainly  de- 
sirable, that  the  exports  of  the  country  should  continue  to  be 
the  surplus  production  of  tillage,  and  not  become  those  of 
manufacturing  establishments.  But  it  is  important  to  dimin- 
ish our  imports ;  to  furnish  ourselves  with  clothing,  made  by 
our  own  industry ;  and  to  cease  to  be  dependent,  for  the  very 
coats  we  wear,  upon  a  foreign  and  perhaps  inimical  country. 
The  nation  that  imports  its  clothing  from  abroad  is  but  little 
less  dependent  than  if  it  imported  its  bread. 

"The  fallacious  course  of  reasoning  urged  against  do- 
mestic manufactures,  namely,  the  distress  and  servitude  pro- 
duced by  those  of  England,  would  equally  indicate  the  pro- 
priety of  abandoning  agriculture  itself.  Were  you  to  cast 
your  eyes  upon  the  miserable  peasantry  of  Poland,  and  re- 
vert to  the  days  of  feudal  vassalage,  you  might  thence  draw 
numerous  arguments,  of  the  kind  now  under  consideration, 
against  the  pursuits  of  the  husbandman.  What  would  be- 
come of  commerce,  the  favorite  theme  of  some  gentlemen, 
if  assailed  with  sort  of  weapon?  The  fraud,  perjury,  cu- 
pidity, and  corruption,  with  which  it  is  unhappily  too  often 
attended,  would  at  once  produce  its  overthrow.  In  short, 
sir,  take  the  black  side  of  the  picture,  and  every  human  occu- 
pation will  be  found  pregnant  with  fatal  objections. 

"The  opposition  to  manufacturing  institutions  recalls  to 
my  recollection  the  case  of  a  gentleman,  of  whom  I  have 
heard.    He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  supplying  his  table  from 
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a  neighboring  cook,  and  confectioner's  shop,  and  proposed  to 
his  wife  a  reform,  in  this  particular.  She  revolted  at  the 
idea.  The  sight  of  a  scullion  was  dreadful,  and  her  delicate 
nerves  could  not  bear  the  clattering  of  kitchen  furniture. 
The  gentleman  persisted  in  his  design ;  his  table  was  thence- 
forth cheaper  and  better  supplied,  and  his  neighbor,  the  con- 
fectioner, lost  one  of  his  best  customers.  In  like  manner 
Dame  Commerce  will  oppose  domestic  manufactures.  She 
is  a  flirting,  flippant,  noisy  jade,  and  if  we  are  governed  by 
her  fantasies,  we  shall  never  put  off  the  muslins  of  India 
and  the  clothes  of  Europe.  But  I  trust  that  the  yeomanry 
of  the  country,  the  true  and  genuine  landlords  of  this  tene- 
ment, called  the  United  States,  disregarding  her  freaks,  will 
persevere  in  reform,  until  the  whole  national  family  is  fur- 
nished by  itself  with  the  clothing  necessary  for  its  own  use. 

"It  is  a  subject  no  less  of  curiosity  than  of  interest,  to 
trace  the  prejudices  in  favor  of  foreign  fabrics.  In  our 
colonial  condition,  we  were  in  a  complete  state  of  depend- 
ence on  the  parent  country,  as  it  respected  manufactures  as 
well  as  commerce.  For  many  years  after  the  war,  such  was 
the  partiality  for  her  productions,  in  this  country,  that  a 
gentleman's  head  could  not  withstand  the  influence  of  solar 
heat,  unless  covered  with  a  London  hat;  his  feet  could  not 
bear  the  pebbles,  or  frost,  unless  protected  by  London  shoes ; 
and  the  comfort  or  ornament  of  his  person  was  only  con- 
sulted when  his  coat  was  cut  by  the  shears  of  a  tailor  'just 
from  London.'  At  length,  however,  the  wonderful  dis- 
covery has  been  made,  that  it  is  not  absolutely  beyond  the 
reach  of  American  skill  and  ingenuity,  to  provide  these  arti- 
cles, combining  with  equal  elegance  greater  durability.   And 
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I  entertain  no  doubt,  that,  in  a  short  time,  the  no  less  im- 
portant fact  will  be  developed,  that  the  domestic  manufac- 
tories of  the  United  States,  fostered  by  government,  and 
aided  by  household  exertions,  are  fully  competent  to  supply 
us  with  at  least  every  necessary  article  of  clothing.  I  there- 
fore, sir,  for  one  (to  use  the  fashionable  cant  of  the  day), 
am  in  favor  of  encouraging  them,  not  to  the  extent  to  which 
they  are  carried  in  England,  but  to  such  an  extent  as  will 
redeem  us  entirely  from  all  dependence  on  foreign  countries. 
There  is  a  pleasure — a  pride  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, and  I  pity  those  who  cannot  feel  the  sentiment), — 
in  being  clad  in  the  productions  of  our  own  families.  Others 
may  prefer  the  clothes  of  Leeds  and  of  London,  but  give  me 
those  of  Humphreysville. 

"Aid  may  be  given  to  native  institutions  in  the  form  of 
bounties  and  of  protecting  duties.  But  against  bounties  it  is 
urged,  that  you  tax  the  whole  for  the  benefits  of  a  part  only, 
of  the  community;  and  in  opposition  to  duties  it  is  alleged, 
that  you  make  the  interest  of  one  part,  the  consumer,  bend 
to  the  interest  of  another  part,  the  manufacturer.  The  suffi- 
ciency of  the  answer  is  not  always  admitted,  that  the  sacri- 
fice is  merely  temporary,  being  ultimately  compensated  by 
the  greater  abundance  and  superiority  of  the  articles  pro- 
duced by  the  stimulus.  But,  of  all  practicable  forms  of  en- 
couragement, it  might  have  been  expected,  that  the  one 
under  consideration  would  escape  opposition,  if  every  thing 
proposed  in  congress  were  not  doomed  to  experience  it. 
What  is  it?  The  bill  contains  two  provisions — one  prospec- 
tive, anticipating  the  appropriation  for  clothing  for  the  army, 
and  the  amendment  proposes  extending  it  to  naval  supplies, 
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for  the  year  1811, — and  the  other,  directing  a  preference  to 
be  given  to  home  manufactures,  and  productions,  whenever 
it  can  be  done  without  material  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  The  object  of  the  first  is  to  authorize  contracts  to 
be  made  beforehand,  with  manufacturers,  and  by  making 
advances  to  them,  under  proper  security,  to  enable  them  to 
supply  the  articles  wanted,  in  sufficient  quantity.  When  it 
is  recollected  that  they  are  frequently  men  of  limited  capi- 
tals, it  will  be  acknowledged  that  this  kind  of  assistance,  be- 
stowed with  prudence,  will  be  productive  of  the  best  results. 
It  is,  in  fact,  only  pursuing  a  principle  long  acted  on,  of  ad- 
vancing to  contractors  with  government  on  account  of  the 
magnitude  of  their  engagements.  The  appropriation  con- 
templated to  be  made  for  the  year  181 1,  may  be  restricted 
to  such  a  sum  as,  whether  we  have  peace  or  war,  we  must 
necessarily  expend.  The  discretion  is  proposed  to  be  vested 
in  officers  of  high  confidence,  who  will  be  responsible  for  its 
abuse,  and  who  are  enjoined  to  see  that  the  public  service 
receives  no  material  detriment.  It  is  stated,  that  hemp  is 
now  very  high,  and  that  contracts,  made  under  existing 
circumstances,  will  be  injurious  to  government.  But  the 
amendment  creates  no  obligation  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  to  go  into  market  at  this  precise  moment.  In  fact, 
by  enlarging  his  sphere  of  action,  it  admits  of  his  taking  ad- 
vantage of  a  favorable  fluctuation,  and  getting  a  supply  be- 
low the  accustomed  price,  if  such  a  fall  occur  prior  to  the 
usual  annual  appropriation. 

"I  consider  the  amendment,  under  consideration,  of  the 
first  importance,  in  point  of  principle.  It  is  evident,  that 
whatever  doubt  may  be  entertained,  as  to  the  general  policy 
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of  the  manufacturing  system,  none  can  exist,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  our  being  able  to  furnish  ourselves  with  articles  of 
the  first  necessity,  in  time  of  war.  Our  maritime  operations 
ought  not,  in  such  a  state,  to  depend  upon  the  casualities  of 
foreign  supply.  It  is  not  necessary  that  they  should.  With 
very  little  encouragement  from  government,  I  believe  we 
shall  not  want  a  pound  of  Russian  hemp.  The  increase  of 
the  article  in  Kentucky  has  been  rapidly  great.  Ten  years 
ago  there  were  but  two  manufactories  in  the  state.  Now 
there  are  about  twenty,  and  between  ten  and  fifteen  of  cot- 
ton-bagging; and  the  erection  of  new  ones  keeps  pace  with 
the  annual  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  hemp.  Indeed, 
the  western  country,  alone,  is  not  only  adequate  to  the  sup- 
ply of  whatever  of  this  article  is  requisite  for  our  own  con- 
sumption, but  is  capable  of  affording  a  surplus  for  foreign 
markets.  The  amendment  proposed  possesses  the  double 
recommendation  of  encouraging,  at  the  the  same  time,  both 
the  manufacture  and  the  growth  of  hemp.  For  by  increas- 
ing the  demand  for  the  wrought  article,  you  also  increase 
the  demand  for  the  raw  material,  and  consequently  present 
new  incentives  to  its  cultivator. 

"The  three  great  subjects  that  claim  the  attention  of  the 
national  legislature,  are  the  interests  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures.  We  have  had  before  us,  a  propo- 
sition to  afford  a  manly  protection  to  the  rights  of  com- 
merce, and  how  has  it  been  treated?  Rejected!  You  have 
been  solicited  to  promote  agriculture,  by  increasing  the  facil- 
ities of  internal  communication,  through  canals  and  roads, 
and  what  has  been  done  ?  Postponed !  We  are  now  called 
upon  to  give  a  trifling  support  to  our  domestic  manufac- 
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tures,  and  shall  we  close  the  circle  of  congressional  ineffi- 
ciency by  adding  this  also  to  the  catalogue  ?" 

THE  LAST  DOCUMENT  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

The  following  "Memoranda  of  H.  Clay"  was  written  by 
his  son  Thomas,  from  his  father's  dictation  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  death,  at  the  National  Hotel  in  Washington.  It  is 
very  probably  the  last  document  signed  by  Clay.  It  does 
not  portray  him  as  the  great  orator  or  statesman,  or  as  the 
great  leader  of  men,  but  shows  the  man  just  as  he  was  in 
his  daily  affairs.  He  was  as  exact  and  as  watchful  of  his 
personal  credit  as  a  banker  ought  to  be,  and  thoughtful  of 
others  even  in  the  hour  of  his  extremity. 

"I  leave  with  you  a  check  on  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs 
for  any  balance  standing  to  my  credit  in  the  books  of  their 
bank  at  the  time  you  present  the  check.  The  balance  now  is 
about  $1,600,  but  it  may  be  diminished  before  you  have  oc- 
casion to  apply  for  it. 

"Mr.  Underwood  will  draw  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Senate  any  balance  due  to  me  there  for  my  services,  and 
pay  it  over  to  you. 

"Out  of  these  funds  I  wish  you  to  pay  Dr.  Hall's  bill,  the 
apothecary's  bill,  and  Dr.  Francis  Jackson's  bill  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

"Whatever  may  be  necessary  to  pay  those  debts,  and  may 
be  necessary  to  bear  your  expenses  to  Kentucky,  had  better 
be  appropriated  and  reserved  accordingly,  and  the  balance  to 
be  converted  in  a  bank  check  on  New  York,  which  will  be 
safer  to  carry  and  more  valuable  in  Kentucky. 

"I  have  settled  with  James  G.  Marshall,  my  servant,  and 
at  the  end  of  this  month  he  will  have  paid  me  all  that  I  have 
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advanced  him,  and  I  shall  owe  him  two  dollars.  The  deed 
for  his  lot  in  Detroit,  which  he  assigned  to  me  as  security  for 
being  his  indorser  on  a  note  in  bank,  is  in  my  little  trunk  in 
your  mother's  room,  in  the  bundle  marked  'Notes  and  valu- 
able papers.'  I  wish  the  deed  taken  out  and  delivered  to 
James,  as  the  matter  is  settled. 

"The  Messrs,  Hunter,  who  have  bought  my  Illinois  land, 
have  been  very  punctual  in  paying  me  the  purchase  money 
as  it  became  due  heretofore.  The  last  payment  of  $2,000  is 
due  at  Christmas.  They  have  written  to  me  that  they  will 
come  over  to  pay  it,  and  at  the  same  time  receive  a  pair  of 
Durham  calves  as  a  present  which  I  promised  them.  I  wish 
that  promise  fulfilled.  The  heifer  I  bought  of  Mr.  Hunt, 
being  a  descendant  of  the  imported  Lucretia,  I  designed  for 
one  of  the  animals  to  be  presented. 

"There  is  a  note  of  upwards  of  $1,000  among  my  papers  in 
the  pocket  book,  well  secured  and  payable  in  New  Orleans 
next  November.  My  executors  ought  to  send  it  down  there 
for  collection.  H.  Clay/' 

THE  DIGNITY  OF  OUR  NATIONHOOD  AS  EXPRESSED  BY  CLAY  ON 
HIS   RETURN    FROM    GHENT. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  Oct.  7, 1815. 

At  a  public  dinner  given  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  Lexing- 
ton upon  Clay's  return  from  Ghent,  where  negotiations  of 
peace  had  been  made,  he  delivered  the  following  short  ad- 
dress in  response  to  the  toast : 

"Our  able  negotiators  at  Ghent.  Their  talents  for  diplo- 
macy have  kept  pace  with  the  valor  of  our  arms,  in  'demon- 
strating' to  the  enemy  that  these  states  will  be  free." 

In  it  he  summarizes  the  results  of  the  war;  he  refers  to 
the  proud  and  dignified  attitude  assumed  and  maintained  by 
our  commissioners,  and  predicts  a  bright  future  for  our  coun- 
try under-the  banner  of  peace. 

"I  feel  myself  called  on,  by  the  sentiment  just  expressed, 
to  return  my  thanks,  in  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and  myself. 
I  do  not,  and  am  quite  sure  they  do  not,  feel  that,  in  the  ser- 
vice alluded  to,  they  are  at  all  entitled  to  the  compliment 
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which  has  been  paid  them.  We  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
reject  the  demand  made  by  the  other  party ;  and  if  our  labors 
terminated  in  an  honorable  peace,  it  was  owing  to  causes  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  not  to  any  exertion  of  ours. 
Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  have  existed  as  to  the 
declaration  of  the  war,  there  are  some  points  on  which  all 
may  look  back  with  proud  satisfaction.  The  first  relates  to 
the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  peace.  Had  it  been  made  imme- 
diately after  the  treaty  at  Paris,  we  should  have  retired 
humiliated  from  the  contest,  believing  that  we  .had  escaped 
the  severe  chastisement  with  which  we  were  threatened,  and 
that  we  owed  to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  the 
enemy  what  we  were  incapable  of  commanding  by  our  arms. 
That  magnanimity  would  have  been  the  theme  of  every 
tongue,  and  of  every  press,  abroad  and  at  home.  We  should 
have  retired  unconscious  of  our  own  strength,  and  uncon- 
scious of  the  utter  inability  of  the  enemy,  with  his  whole 
undivided  force,  to  make  any  serious  impression  upon  us. 
Our  military  character,  then  in  the  lowest  state  of  degrada- 
tion, would  have  been  unretrieved.  Fortunately  for  us, 
Great  Britain  chose  to  try  the  issue  of  the  last  campaign. 
And  the  issue  of  the  last  campaign  has  demonstrated,  in  the 
repulse  before  Baltimore,  the  retreat  from  Plattsburg,  the 
hard  fought  action  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  and  in  that  most 
glorious  day,  the  eighth  of  January,  that  we  have  always 
possessed  the  finest  elements  of  military  composition,  and 
that  a  proper  use  of  them  only  was  necessary  to  insure  for 
the  army  and  militia  a  fame  as  imperishable  as  that  which 
the  navy  had  previously  acquired. 

"Another  point  which  appears  to  me  to  afford  the  highest 
consolation  is,  that  we  fought  the  most  powerful  nation,  per- 
haps, in  existence,  single-handed  and  alone,  without  any  sort 
of  alliance.  More  than  thirty  years  has  Great  Britain  been 
maturing  her  physical  means,  which  she  has  rendered  as  effi- 
cacious as  possible,  by  skill,  by  discipline,  and  by  actual  ser- 
vice. Proudly  boasting  of  the  conquest  of  Europe,  she  vainly 
flattered  herself  with  the  easy  conquest  of  America  also.  Her 
veterans  were  put  to  flight  or  defeated,  while  all  Europe — I 
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mean  the  governments  of  Europe — was  gazing  with  cold  in- 
difference, or  sentiments  of  positive  hatred  of  us,  upon  the 
arduous  contest.  Hereafter  no  monarch  can  assert  claims  of 
gratitude  upon  us  for  assistance  in  the  hour  of  danger. 

"There  is  another  view  of  which  the  subject  of  the  war  is 
fairly  susceptible.  From  the  moment  that  Great  Britain 
came  forward  at  Ghent  with  her  extravagant  demands,  the 
war  totally  changed  its  character.  It  became,  as  it  were,  a 
new  war.  It  was  no  longer  an  American  war,  prosecuted  for 
redress  of  British  aggressions  upon  American  rights,  but  be- 
came a  British  war,  prosecuted  for  objects  of  British  ambi- 
tion to  be  accompanied  by  American  sacrifices.  And  what 
were  those  demands  ?  Here,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  a  sister  state  and  territories",  which  were  to  be  made  in 
part  the  victims,  they  must  have  been  felt,  and  their  enormity 
justly  appreciated.  They  consisted  of  the  erection  of  a  bar- 
rier between  Canada  and  the  United  States,  to  be  formed  by 
cutting  off  from  Ohio  and  some  of  the  territories  a  country 
more  extensive  than  Great  Britain,  containing  thousands  of 
freemen,  who  were  to  be  abandoned  to  their  fate,  and  creat- 
ing a  new  power,  totally  unknown  upon  the  continent  of 
America;  of  the  dismantling  of  our  fortresses,  and  naval 
power  on  the  lakes,  with  the  surrender  of  the  military  occu- 
pation of  those  waters  to  the  enemy,  and  of  the  arrondisse- 
ment  for  two  British  provinces.  These  demands,  boldly  as- 
serted, and  one  of  them  declared  to  be  a  sine  qua  non,  were 
finally  relinquished.  Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  if  there 
be  loss  of  reputation  by  either  party,  in  the  terms  of  peace, 
who  has  sustained  it  ? 

"The  effects  of  the  war  are  highly  satisfactory.  Abroad, 
our  character,  which  at  the  time  of  its  declaration  was  in  the 
lowest  state  of  degradation,  is  raised  to  the  highest  point  of 
elevation.  It  is  impossible  for  any  American  to  visit  Europe 
without  being  sensible  of  this  agreeable  change,  in  the  per- 
sonal attentions  which  he  receives,  in  the  praises  which  are 
bestowed  on  our  past  exertions,  and  the  predictions  which 
are  made  as  to  our  future  prospects.  At  home,  a  govern- 
ment which,  at  its  formation,  was  apprehended  by  its  best 
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friends,  and  pronounced  by  its  enemies  to  be  incapable  of 
standing  the  shock,  is  found  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  its 
institution.  In  spite  of  the  errors  which  have  been  com- 
mitted (and  errors  have  undoubtedly  been  committed), 
aided  by  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  it  is  demon- 
strated to  be  as  competent  to  the  objects  of  effective  war,  as 
it  has  been  before  proved  to  be  to  the  concerns  of  a  season 
of  peace.  Government  has  thus  acquired  strength  and  con- 
fidence. Our  prospects  for  the  future  are  of  the  brightest 
kind.  With  every  reason  to  count  on  the  permanence  of 
peace,  it  remains  only  for  the  government  to  determine  upon 
military  and  naval  establishments  adapted  to  the  growth  and 
extension  of  our  country  and  its  rising  importance,  keeping 
in  view  a  gradual  but  not  burdensome  increase  of  the  navy ; 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  and  for  the  current  expenses  of  gov- 
ernment. For  all  these  objects,  the  existing  sources  of  the 
revenue  promise  not  only  to  be  abundantly  sufficient,  but  will 
probably  leave  ample  scope  to  the  exercise  of  the  judgment 
of  congress,  in  selecting  for  repeal,  modification,  or  aboli- 
tion, those  which  may  be  found  most  oppressive,  inconve- 
nient, or  unproductive." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  speech,  the  assembly  arose  to  the 
toast:  "Our  guest  Henry  Clay.  We  welcome  his  return 
to  that  country  whose  rights  and  interests  he  has  so  ably 
maintained  at  home  and  abroad." 

clay's  carefulness  as  a  man  of  affairs. 

In  connection  with  this  speech  in  which  Clay  summarizes 
the  effects  of  the  peace  treaty,  it  is  interesting  to  read  the 
following  letter  to  his  wife,  written  just  before  his  return 
from  Europe.  It  has  the  additional  interest  of  showing  how 
careful  a  man  of  affairs  Clay  was,  how  thoughtful  of  the, 
smallest  details : 

"Liverpool,  July  14,  181 5. 

"My  Dear  Wife:  I  expect  to  embark  to-morrow  on 
board  the  Lorenzo,  of  this  port,  for  New  York,  and  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seing  you  before  this  letter  reaches 
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you.  As  it  is  possible,  however,  that  I  may  not,  to  guard 
against  any  accidents  which  may  attend  me,  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  a  power  of  Attorney  (accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  orig- 
inal certificate)  to  transfer  to  me  $4,444.44,  in  the  6  per  cent 
stock  of  the  United  States.  The  original  of  these  copies  is 
in  my  possession. 

"Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.,  bankers,  London,  have 
in  their  hands  £201  os.  o,d.  sterling  of  my  money. 

"On  the  other  side  is  a  memorandum  of  charges  against 
the  United  States,  which  are  to  be  brought  forward  on  set- 
tlement of  my  account,  besides  my  outfit  and  salary. 

Dr.  the  United  States  to  H.  Clay. 
To  the  sum  lost  by  me  in  the  rent  of  a  house  from  Mr. 
Pritz,  of  Gottenburg,  for  one  quarter,  and  which  I  oc- 
cupied only  one  month :  there  remaining  two  months : 
Mr.  Pritz  agreed  to'  be  satisfied  with  rent  for  one  of 

them  (see  Mr.  Carroll)  at  $200  per  month $200 

To  expenses  of  my  journey  from  Gottenburg  tO'  Ghent 
in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  negotia- 
tion      500 

To  newspapers  for  one  quarter,  at  Gottenburg,  (see  Mr. 

Hall's  account) £5 

To  newspapers  at  London 5 

To  stationery  at  Gottenburg  and  London . $25 

clay's  long  but  clear  sentences. 

One  of  the  most  striking  characteristics  of  the  language  of 
Clay  is  the  number  of  quite  lengthy  sentences,  which,  howT- 
ever,  are  always  graceful,  never  awkward,  and  through 
which  the  thought  runs  perfectly  clear.  One  of  the  best  ex- 
amples of  this  is  found  in  a  letter  of  acceptance  which  he 
sent  to  the  citizens  of  Lewisburg,  Virginia,  in  1826,  when 
invited  by  them  to  attend  a  dinner  in  his  honor  on  his  way 
to  Washington.     It  is  as  follows : 

"White  Sulphur  Springs,  24  August,  1826. 

"Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  on  yesterday  to  address  to  me,  inviting  me  in  be- 
half of  a  respectable  number  of  citizens  of  Lewisburg  and  its 
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vicinity,  to  a  public  dinner  at  Mr.  Frazer's  tavern,  on 
Wednesday  next,  which  they  have  the  goodness  to  propose, 
in  consequence  of  my  arrival  amongst  them,  as  a  manifesta- 
tion of  their  respect.  Such  a  compliment  was  the  most  un- 
expected by  me  on,  a  journey  to  Washington,  by  this  route, 
recommended  to  my  choice  by  the  pure  air  of  a  mountain 
region,  and  the  justly  famed  mineral  waters,  a  short  use  of 
which  I  hoped  might  contribute  to  the  perfect  reestablish- 
ment  of  my  health.  The  gratification  which  I  derive  from 
this  demonstration  of  kindness  and  confidence,  springs,  in 
no  small  degree,  from  the  consideration  that  it  is  the  spon- 
taneous testimony  of  those  with  whom  I  share  a  common 
origin,  in  a  venerated  state,  endeared  to  me  by  an  early  tie 
of  respect  and  affection,  which  no  circumstance  can  ever  dis- 
solve. In  communicating  to  that  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Lewisburg  and  its  vicinity,  who  have  been  pleased  thus  to 
favor  me,  by  their  distinguished  notice,  my  acceptance  of 
their  hospitable  invitation,  I  pray  you  to  add  my  profound 
acknowledgments.  And  of  the  friendly  and  flattering  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  conveyed  it,  and  for  the  generous 
sympathy,  characteristic  of  Virginia,  which  you  are  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  express,  on  account  of  the  detractions  of  which  I 
have  been  the  selected  object,  and  the  meditated  victim,  be 
assured  that  I  shall  always  retain  a  lively  and  grateful  re- 
membrance, 

"I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  faithfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  Henry  Clay/'' 

clay's  quiet  humor,  as  shown  by  selections  from  his 
speech  on  his  retirement  to  private  life. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  June  9, 1842. 

The  quaint  humor  of  Clay  is  well  brought  out  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  address  delivered  by  him  at  Lex- 
ington on  his  retirement'  from  public  service  (it  proved  to 
be  but  a  temporary  retirement,  for  at  what  appeared  to  be 
the  call  of  duty  the  aged  statesman  later  on  again  entered  the 
halls  of  congress).  His  fellew-citizens  had  prepared  a  fes- 
tival in  his  honor,  and  he  delivered  an  address  in  which  he 
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took  a  retrospect  of  his  long  career  as  a  public  man,  and 
sketched  the  most  important  events  which  had  affected  the 
condition  of  the  country,  and  concluded  with  an  exhortation 
to  his  political  friends  to  continue  their  efforts  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  their  country.  The  presiding  officer 
offered  the  following  sentiment  in  offering  Clay  the  oppor- 
tunity to  speak  to  the  great  crowd  that  had  gathered  to  do 
him  honor: 

"Henry  Clay — farmer  of  Ashland,  patriot,  and  philan- 
thropist— the  American  statesman,  and  unrivalled  orator  of 
the  age — illustrious  abroad,  beloved  at  home:  in  a  long  ca- 
reer of  eminent  public  service,  often,  like  Aristides,  he 
breasted  the  raging  storm  of  passion  and  delusion,  and  by 
offering  himself  a  sacrifice,  saved  the  republic ;  and  now,  like 
Cincinnatus  and  Washington,  having  voluntarily  retired  to 
the  tranquil  walks  of  private  life,  the  grateful  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  will  do  him  ample  justice;  but  come  what  may, 
Kentucky  will  stand  by  him,  and  still  continue  to  cherish  and 
defend,  as  her  own,  the  fame  of  a  son  who  has  emblazoned 
her  escutcheon  with  immortal  renown. " 

When  the  prolonged  cheering  which  followed  this  appre- 
ciative introduction  had  subsided,  Clay  spoke  at  great  length, 
using  the  following  introductory  remarks,  in  which  are  ex- 
hibited the  touches  of  quiet  humor : 

"Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  :  It  was  given 
to  our  countryman,  Franklin,  to  bring  down  the  lightning 
from  heaven.  To  enable  me  to  be  heard  by  this  immense 
multitude  I  should  have  to  invoke  to  my  aid,  and  to  throw 
into  my"  voice,  its  loudest  thunders.  As  I  cannot  do  that,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  such  a  use  of  my  lungs  as  is 
practicable,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  preservation  of  my 
health.  And  I  feel  that  it  is  our  first  duty  to  express  our 
obligations  to  a  kind  and  bountiful  Providence  for  the  copi- 
ous and  genial  showers  with  which  he  has  just  blessed  our 
land — a  refreshment  of  which  it  stood  much  in  need.  For 
one,  I  offer  to  him  my  humble  and  dutiful  thanks.  The  in- 
convenience to  us,  on  this  festive  occasion,  is  very  slight, 
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while  the  sum  of  good  which  those  timely  Fains  will  produce 
is  very  great  and  encouraging. 

Fellow-citizens,  I  find  myself  now  in  a  situation  somewhat 
like  one  in  which  I  was  placed  a  few  years  ago,  when  travel- 
ing through  the  state  of  Indiana,  from  which  my  friend 
(Mr.  Rariden)  near  me  comes..  I  stopped  at  a  village  con- 
taining four  or  five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  I  had  scarcely 
alighted  before  I  found  myself  surrounded  in  the  bar-room 
by  every  adult  male  resident  of  the  place.  After  a  while  I 
observed  a  group  consulting  together  in  one  corner  of  the 
room,  and  shortly  after,  I  was  diffidently  approached  by  one 
of  them,  a  tall,  lank,  lean,  but  sedate  and  sober  looking  per- 
son, with  a  long  face  and  high  cheek  bones,  who,  addressing 
'me,  said  he  was  commissioned  by  his  neighbors  to  request 
that  I  would  say  a  few  words  to  them.  'Why,  my  good 
friend,'  said  I,  'I  should  be  very  happy  to  do  anything  grati- 
fying to  yourself  and  your  neighbors,  but  I  am  very  much 
fatigued,  and  hungry,  and  thirsty,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
occasion  is  exactly  suitable  for  a  speech,  and  I  wish  you 
would  excuse  me  to  your  friends.'  'Well/  says  he,  'Mr.  Clay, 
I  confess  I  thought  so  myself,  especially  as  we  have  no  wine 
to  offer  you  to  drink.' 

"Now,  if  the  worthy  citizen  of  Indiana  was  right  in  sup- 
posing that  a  glass  of  wine  was  a  necessary  preliminary,  and 
a  precedent  condition  to  the  delivery  of  a  speech,  you  have  no 
just  right  to  expect  one  from  me  at  this  time ;  for,  during  the 
sumptuous  repast  from  which  we  have  just  risen,  you  offered 
me  nothing  to  drink  but  cold  water — excellent  water,  it  is 
true,  from  the  classic  fountain  of  our  lamented  friend  Mr. 
Maxwell,  which  has  so  often  regaled  us  on  celebrations  of 
our  great  anniversary. 

"I  protest  against  any  inference  of  my  being  inimical  to 
the  temperance  cause.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  an  admir- 
able cause,  that  has  done  great  good,  and  will  continue  to  do 
good  as  long  as  legal  coercion  is  not  employed,  and  it  rests 
exclusively  upon  persuasion,  and  its  own  intrinsic  merits. 

"I  have  a  great  and  growing  repugnance  to  speaking  in 
the  open  air  to  a  large  assemblage.    But  whilst  the  faculty  of 
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speech  remains  to  me,  I  can  never  feel  that  repugnance, 
never  feel  other  than  grateful  sensations,  in  making  my  ac- 
knowledgments under  such  circumstances  as  those  which 
have  brought  us  together.  Not  that  I  am  so  presumptuous 
as  to  believe  that  I  have  been  the  occasion  solely  of  collecting 
this  vast  multitude.  Among  the  inducements,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  fat  white  virgin  Durham  heifer  of  my 
friend,  Mr.  Berryman,  that  cost  six  hundred  dollars,  which 
has  been  just  served  up,  and  the  other  good  things  which 
have  been  so  liberally  spread  before  us,  exerted  some  influ- 
ence in-  swelling  this  unprecedentedly  large  meeting." 

DEVOTION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  KENTUCKY  TO  HENRY  CLAY. 

A  few  days  after  his  return  home  in  1850  another  public 
celebration  was  given  in  his  honor  at  the  fair  grounds,  at 
which  he  was  expected  to  address  his  constituents;  and 
again  the  farmers  of  that  vicinity  were  blessed  with  the 
copious  showers  so  much  appreciated  by  Clay  in  the  opening 
part  of  the  speech  just  quoted.  In  spite  of  the  sudden  and 
heavy  downpour  of  rain,  the  people  stood  waiting  on  the 
grounds  "as  thick  as  the  pegs  on  a  shoemaker's  board."  As 
the  orator  appeared  a  great  cheer  rent  the  air.  Mounting 
the  stand,  he  began  his  address  under  the  shelter  of  an  um- 
brella in  the  hands  of  Governor  Metcalfe,  who  stood  with 
uncovered  head,  his  long  white  hair  floating  in  the  breeze. 
After  speaking  about  fifteen  minutes,  Clay  said,  "Fellow- 
citizens,  I  cannot  tax  your  patience  further."  But  urged  by 
the  cries  of  the  crowd  to  "Go  on !  Go  on !"  he  in  a  moment 
resumed,  saying:  "I  thank  you,  my  friends.  If  you  can 
stand  it," — the  rain  was  still  driving  hard, — "God  knows 
that  I  can" ;  and  continuing  he  spoke  nearly  an  hour  more. 
During  this  time  the  storm  had  ceased  and  the  barbecue  pro- 
gressed with  no  further  interruption.  The  intensity  of  this 
picture  is  deepened  when  we  recall  that  the  one  who  has  pre- 
served it  for  us,  and  who  stood  in  the  rain  and  listened  that 
day,  was  a  college  student  of  seventeen  who  had  driven 
thirty-five  miles  the  night  before  in  order  to  see  and  hear 
once  more  the  great  American. 
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In  Clay  we  find  combined  the  patriotism  which  he  took 
from  Virginia,  the  enthusiasm  which  was  his  birthright,  to- 
gether with  his  fine  feeling,  and  not  a  little  of  the  reckless 
daring  of  the  backwoodsman  of  Kentucky — the  whole  pro- 
ducing a  man  of  tremendous  energy,  sterling  character  and 
heroic  mould. 

His  impetuosity  and  emotional  quality  was  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  Clay's  success  as  a  leader  and  of  the  devotion 
of  his  followers.  His  political  adherents  not  only  admired 
him,  they  loved  him.  On  his  defeat  in  the  presidential  cam- 
paign of  1844,  the  Whigs  not  only  in  Kentucky  and  through- 
out the  South,  but  all  over  the  Union,  grieved  as  though 
personally  bereaved.  The  story  is  told  of  a  bride  of  the 
night  of  November  7,  1844,  at  whose  wedding  the  President- 
elect, as  they  supposed,  was  present,  who  records  the  con- 
sternation when  the  returns  from  the  polls  began  to  arrive. 
"She  and  her  husband,  on  their  way  to  Washington  for  their 
wedding  journey,  waited  in  Louisville  for  definite  informa- 
tion, and,  when  it  came,  abandoned  their  Eastern  tour,  and 
took  boat  for  New  Orleans  instead.  Their  boat  carried  the 
news  down  the  Mississippi,  and  at  every  landing  the  shore 
was  black  with  people.  As  they  proceeded,  they  left  distress 
and  blank  dismay  behind  them,  and  at  New  Orleans  the  ex- 
pression of  grief  was  appalling.  The  husband  of  the  lady 
who  describes  this  trip  fell  ill  on  the  way,  and  at  New  Or- 
leans a  physician  was  summoned  to  attend  him.  He  inquired 
of  his  patient  if  he  had  recently  suffered  any  great  shock. 
The  patient  having  mentioned  Mr.  Clay's  defeat,  the  physi- 
cian, who  was  also  a  Clay  man,  embraced  him,  and  they  wept 
together." 

clay's  effective  repartee. 

Reply  to  John  Randolph  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  1824. 

The  following  was  delivered  in  the  course  of  a  debate  on 
an  improvement  bill  during  the  session  of  1823-24,  in  which 
Clay  encountered  John  Randolph  of  Virginia,  who  had  en- 
deavored to  provoke  him  to  reply  by  running  at  Clay  on  ac- 
count of  his  peculiar  situation  in  being  named  for  the  presi- 
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dency  while  still  speaker  of  the  House.  It  is  a  very  fine 
specimen  of  tempered  yet  effective  repartee  seasoned  with  a 
pinch  of  sarcasm : 

"Sir,  I  am  growing  old.  I  have  had  some  little  measure 
of  experience  in  public  life,  and  the  result  of  that  experience 
has  brought  me  to  this  conclusion,  that  when  business,  of 
whatever  nature,  is  to  be  transacted  in  a  deliberative  assem- 
bly, or  in  private  life,  courtesy,  forbearance,  and  moderation 
are  best  calculated  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  conclusion.  Sir, 
my  age  admonishes  me  to  abstain  from  involving  myself  in 
personal  difficulties ;  would  to  God  that  I  could  say,  I  am 
also  restrained  by  higher  motives.  I  certainly  never  sought 
any  collision  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  My  situa- 
tion at  this  time  is  peculiar,  if  it  be  nothing  else,  and  might, 
I  should  think,  dissuade,  at  least,  a  generous  heart  from  any 
wish  to  draw  me  into  circumstances  of  personal  altercation. 
I  have  experienced  this  magnanimity  from  some  quarters  of 
the  house.  But  I  regret,  that  from  others  it  appears  to  have 
no  such  consideration.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
pleased  to  say,  that  in  one  point  at  least  he  coincided  with 
me — in  an  humble  estimate  of  my  grammatical  and  philolog- 
ical acquirements.  I  know  my  deficiencies.  I  was  born  to 
no  proud  patrimonial  estate;  from  my  father  I  inherited 
only  infancy,  ignorance,  and  indigence.  I  feel  my  defects, 
but,  so  far  as  my  situation  in  early  life  is  concerned,  I  may, 
without  presumption,  say  they  are  more  my  misfortune  than 
my  fault.  But  however  I  regret  my  want  of  ability  to  fur- 
nish to  the  gentleman  a  better  specimen  of  powers  of  verbal 
criticism,  I  will  venture  to  say,  it  is  not  greater  than  the  dis- 
appointment of  this  committee  as  to  the  strength  of  his  argu- 
ment." 

ON   SLAVERY  AND  ABOLITION. 
Richmond,  Indiana,  Oct.  1, 1842. 

Hardly  any  other  of  Clay's  many  speeches  is  quite  as  good 
an  example  of  the  complete  routing  of  his  opponents  as  the 
following,  delivered  under  circumstances  which  would  have 
tried  the  proverbial  saint.     During  his  visit  to  the  state  of 
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Indiana,  the  occasion  of  his  meeting  a  large  number  of  people 
was  seized  upon  by  his  enemies  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
him  a  petition  signed  by  many  of  his  political  opponents 
praying  him  to  emancipate  his  slaves  in  Kentucky.  It  was 
an  extremely  discourteous  thing  to  do,  to  say  the  least,  and 
yet  Clay  replied  with  perfect  good  humor  to  Mr.  Mendenhall, 
who  had  been  selected  to  present  the  petition,  and  came  off  a 
complete  master  of  the  situation,  which  had  been  calculated 
by  his  enemies  to  arouse  his  ire : 

"I  hope  that  Mr.  Mendenhall  may  be  treated  with  the 
greatest  forbearance  and  respect.  I  assure  my  fellow-citizens 
here  collected,  that  the  presentation  of  the  petition  has  not 
occasioned  the  slightest  pain,  nor  excited  one  solitary  disa- 
greeable emotion.  If  it  were  to  be  presented  to  me,  I  prefer 
that  it  should  be  done  in  the  face  of  this  vast  assemblage.  I 
think  I  can  give  it  such  an  answer  as  becomes  me  and  the 
subject  of  which  it  treats.  At  all  events,  I  entreat  and  be- 
seech my  fellow-citizens,  for  their  sake,  for  my  country's 
sake,  for  my  sake,  to  offer  no  disrespect,  no  indignity,  no 
violence,  in  word  or  deed,  to  Mr.  Mendenhall. 

"I  will  now,  sir,  make  to  you  and  to  this  petition  such  a 
response  as  becomes  me.  Allow  me  to  say  that  I  think  you 
have  not  conformed  to  the  independent  character  of  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  in  presenting  a  petition  to  me.  I  am,  like  your- 
self, but  a  private  citizen.  A  petition,  as  the  term  implies, 
generally  proceeds  from  an  inferior  in  power  or  station  to  a 
superior ;  but  between  us  there  is  entire  equality.  And  what 
are  the  circumstances  under  which  you  have  chosen  to  offer 
it  ?  I  am  a  total  stranger,  passing  through  your  state,  on  my 
way  to  its  capital,  in  consequence  of  an  invitation  with  which 
I  have  been  honored  to  visit  it,  to  exchange  friendly  saluta- 
tions with  such  of  my  fellow-citizens  of  Indiana  as  think 
proper  to  meet  me,  and  to  accept  of  the  hospitality.  Anxious 
as  I  am  to  see  them  and  to  view  parts  of  this  state  which  I 
had  neveY  seen,  I  came  here  with  hesitation  and  reluctance, 
because  I  apprehended  that  the  motives  of  my  journey  might 
be  misconceived  and  perverted.  But  when  the  fulfilment  of 
an  old  promise  to  visit  Indianapolis  was  insisted  upon,  I 
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yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  friends,  and  have  presented 
myself  among  you. 

"Such  is  the  occasion  which  has  been  deliberately  selected 
for  tendering  this  petition  to  me.  I  am  advanced  in  years, 
and  neither  myself  nor  the  place  of  my  residence  is  alto- 
gether unknown  to  the  world.  You  might  at  any  time  within 
these  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  have  presented  your  pe- 
tition to  me  at  Ashland.  If  you  had  gone  there  for  that  pur- 
pose, you  should  have  been  received  and  treated  with  perfect 
respect  and  liberal  hospitality. 

"Now,  Mr.  Mendenhall,  let  us  reverse  conditions,  and  sup- 
pose that  you  had  been  invited  to  Kentucky  to  partake  of  its 
hospitality ;  and  that  previous  to  your  arrival,  I  had  employed 
such  means  as  I  understand  have  been  used  to  get  up  this 
petition,  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  citizens  of  that  state  to  a 
petition  to  present  to  you  to  relinquish  your  farm  or  other 
property,  what  would  you  have  thought  of  such  proceeding? 
Would  you  have  deemed  it  courteous  and  according  to  the 
rites  of  hospitality  ? 

"I  know  well,  that  you  and  those  who  think  with  you,  con- 
trovert the  legitimacy  of  slavery,  and  deny  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves.  But  the  law  of  my  state  and  other  states  has 
otherwise  ordained.  The  law  may  be  wrong  in  your  opinion, 
and  ought  to  be  repealed ;  but  then,  you  and  your  associates 
are  not  the  law-makers  for  us  ;  and  unless  you  can  show  some 
authority  to  nullify  our  laws,  we  must  continue  to  respect 
them.  Until  the  law  is  repealed,  we  must  be  excused  for 
asserting  the  rights — ay,  the  property  in  slaves — which  it 
sanctions,  authorizes,  and  vindicates. 

"And  who  are  the  petitioners  whose  organ  you  assume  to 
be  ?  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  them  are  worthy,  amiable, 
and  humane  persons,  who,  by  erroneous  representations, 
have  been  induced  inconsiderately  to  affix  their  signatures  to 
this  petition,  and  that  they  will  deeply  regret  it.  Others,  and 
not  a  few,  I  am  told,  are  free  blacks,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, who  have  been  artfully  deceived  and  imposed  upon.  A 
very  large  portion,  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  are  the 
political  opponents  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong — demo- 
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crats,  as  they  most  undeservedly  call  themselves,  who  have 
eagerly  seized  this  opportunity  to  wound,  as  they  imagine, 
my  feelings,  and  to  aid  the  cause  to  which  they  are  attached. 
In  other  quarters  of  the  union  democrats  claim  to  be  the  ex- 
clusive champions  of  southern  interests,  the  only  safe  de- 
fenders of  the  rights  in  slave  property,  and  unjustly  accuse 
us  Whigs  with  abolition  designs  wholly  incompatible  with 
its  security.  What  ought  those  distant  democrats  to  think  of 
the  course  of  their  friends  here,  who  have  united  in  this 
petition  ? 

"And  what  is  the  foundation  of  this  appeal  to  me  in  In- 
diana, to  liberate  the  slaves  under  my  care,  in  Kentucky  ?  It 
is  a  general  declaration  in  the  act  announcing  to  the  world 
the  independence  of  the  thirteen  American  colonies,  that  all 
men  are  created  equal.  Now,  as  an  abstract  principle,  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  that  declaration ;  and  it  is  desira- 
ble, in  the  original  construction  of  society,  and  in  organized 
societies,  to  keep  it  in  view  as  a  great  fundamental  principle. 
But,  then,  I  apprehend  that  in  no  society  that  ever  existed, 
or  ever  shall  be  formed,  was  or  can  the  equality  asserted 
among  the  members  of  the  human  race  be  practically  en- 
forced and  carried  out.  There  are  portions  of  it,  large  por- 
tions, women,  minors,  insane,  culprits,  transient  sojourners, 
that  will  always  probably  remain  subject  to  the  government 
of  another  portion  of  the  community. 

"That  declaration,  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  its  im- 
port, was  made  by  the  delegations  of  the  thirteen  states.  In 
most  of  them  slavery  existed,  and  had  long  existed,  and  was 
established  by  law.  It  was  introduced  and  forced  upon  the 
colonies  by  the  paramount  law  of  England.  Do  you  believe 
that,  in  making  that  declaration,  the  states  that  concurred  in 
it  intended  that  it  should  be  tortured  into  a  virtual  emancipa- 
tion of  all  the  slaves  within  their  respective  limits?  Would 
Virginia  and  the  other  southern  states  have  ever  united  in  a 
declaration  which  was  to  be  interpreted  into  an  abolition  of 
slavery  among  them  ?  Did  any  one  of  the  thirteen  states  en- 
tertain such  a  design  or  expectation?  To  impute  such  a 
secret  and  unavowed  purpose  would  be  to  charge  a  political 
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fraud  upon  the  noblest  band  of  patriots  that  ever  assembled 
in  council ;  a  fraud  upon  the  confederacy  of  the  revolution ; 
a  fraud  upon  the  union  of  those  states,  whose  constitution 
not  only  recognized  the  lawfulness  of  slavery,  but  permitted 
the  importation  of  slaves  from  Africa,  until  the  year  180S 
And  I  am  bold  to  say  that,  if  the  doctrines  of  ultra  political 
abolitionists  had  been  seriously  .promulgated  at  the  epoch  of 
our  revolution,  our  glorious  independence  would  never  have 
been  achieved — never,  never. 

"I  know  the  predominant  sentiment  in  the  free  states  is 
adverse  to  slavery ;  but,  happy  in  their  own  exemption  from 
whatever  evils  may  attend  it,  the  great  mass  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  there  do  not  seek  to  violate  the  constitution,  or  to 
disturb  the  harmony  of  these  states.  I  desire  no  concealment 
of  my  opinions  in  regard  to  the  institution  of  slavery.  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  great  evil,  and  deeply  regret  that  we  have  de- 
rived it  from  the  parental  government,  and  from  our  ances- 
tors. I  wish  every  slave  in  the  United  States  was  in  the 
country  of  his  ancestors.  But  here  they  are,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  how  they  can  be  best  dealt  with  ?  If  a  state  of  nature 
existed,  and  we  were  about  to  lay  the  foundations  of  society, 
no  man  would  be  more  strongly  opposed  than  I  should  be, 
to  incorporate  the  institution  of  slavery  among  its  elements. 
But  there  is  an  incalculable  difference  between  the  original 
formation  of  society  and  a  long  existing  organized  society, 
with  its  ancient  laws,  institutions  and  establishments.  Now, 
great  as  I  acknowledge,  in  my  opinion,  the  evils  of  slavery 
are,  they  are  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  comparison  with 
the  far  greater  evils  which  would  inevitably  flow  from  a 
sudden,  general,  and  indiscriminate  emancipation.  In  some 
of  the  states  the  number  of  slaves  approximates  towards  an 
equality  with  that  of  the  whites ;  in  one  or  two  they  surpass 
them.  What  would  be  the  condition  of  the  two  races  in  those 
states,  upon  the  supposition  of  an  immediate  emancipation? 
Does  any  man  suppose  that  they  would  become  blended  into 
one  homogenous  mass?  Does  any  man  recommend  amalga- 
mation— that  revolting  admixture,  alike  offensive  to  God  and 
man?  for  those  whom  He,  by  their  physical  properties,  has 
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made  unlike  and  put  asunder,  we  may,  without  presumptu- 
ousness,  suppose  were  never  intended  to  be  joined  together 
in  one  of  the  holiest  rites.  And  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  if  you  do 
not  already  know  it,  that  such  are  the  feelings — prejudice,  if 
you  please  (and  what  man,  claiming  to  be  a  statesman,  will 
overlook  or  disregard  the  deep-seated  and  unconquerable 
prejudices  of  the  people) — in  the  slave  states,  that  no  human 
law  would  enforce  a  union  between  the  two  races. 

''What  then  would  certainly  happen?  A  struggle  for  po- 
litical ascendancy;  the  blacks  seeking  to  acquire,  and  the 
whites,  to  maintain  possession  of  the  government.  Upon  the 
supposition  of  a  general  immediate  emancipation  in  those 
states  where  blacks  outnumber  the  whites,  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  insist  upon  another  part  of  the  same 
declaration  of  independence,  as  Dorr  and  his  deluded  demo- 
cratic followers  recentlv  did  in  Rhode  Island ;  according  to 
which,  an  undefined  majority  have  the  right,  at  their  pleas- 
ure, to  subvert  an  existing  government,  and  institute  a  new 
one  in  its  place,  and  then  the  whites  would  be  brought  in 
complete  subjection  to  the  blacks.  A  contest  would  inevitably 
ensue  between  the  two  races — civil  war,  carnage,  pillage, 
conflagration,  devastation,  and  the  ultimate  extermination  or 
expulsion  of  the  blacks.  Nothing  is  more  certain.  And  are 
not  these  evils  far  greater  than  the  mild  and  continually  im- 
proving state  of  slavery  which  exists  in  this  country  ?  I  say 
continually  improving;  for  if  this  gratifying  progress  in  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves  has  been  checked 
in  some  of  the  states,  the  responsibility  must  attach  to  the 
unfortunate  agitation  of  the  subject  of  abolition.  In  conse- 
quence of  it,  increased  rigor  in  the  police,  and  further  re- 
straints have  been  imposed ;  and  I  do  believe  that  gradual 
emancipation  (the  only  method  of  liberation  that  has  ever 
been  thought  safe  and  wise  by  anybody  in  any  one  of  the 
slave  states)  has  been  postponed  half  a  century. 

"Without  any  knowledge  of  the  relation  in  which  I  stand 
to  my  slaves,  or  their  individual  condition,  you,  Mr.  Menden- 
hall  and  your  associates,  who  have  been  active  in  getting  up 
this  petition,  call  upon  me  forthwith  to  liberate  the  whole  of 
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them.  Now  let  me  tell  you,  that  some  half  a  dozen  of  them, 
from  age,  decrepitude,  or  infirmity,  are  wholly  unable  to  gain 
a  livelihood  for  themselves,  and  are  a  heavy  charge  upon  me. 
Do  you  think  that  I  should  conform  to  the  dictates  of  human- 
ity by  ridding  myself  of  that  charge,  and  sending  them  forth 
into  the  world,  with  the  boon  of  liberty,  to  end  a  wretched 
existence  in  starvation?  Another  class  is  composed  of  help- 
less infants,  with  or  without  improvident  mothers.  Do  you 
believe,  as  a  Christian,  that  I  should  perform  my  duty 
towards  them  by  abandoning  them  to  their  fate  ?  Then  there 
is  another  class  who  would  not  accept  their  freedom  if  I 
would  give  it  to  them.  I. have  for  many  years  owned  a  slave 
that  I  wished  would  leave  me,  but  he  will  not.  What  shall  I 
do  with  that  class? 

"What  my  treatment  of  my  slaves  is  you  may  learn  from 
Charles,  who  accompanies  me  on  this  journey,  and  who  has 
traveled  with  me  over  the  greater  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  both  the  Canadas,  and  has  had  a  thousand  opportuni- 
ties, if  he  had  chosen  to  embrace  them,  to  leave  me.  Excuse 
me,  Mr.  Mendenhall,  for  saying  that  my  slaves  are  as  well 
fed  and  clad,  look  as  sleek  and  hearty,  and  are  quite  as  civil 
and  respectful  in  their  demeanor,  and  as  little  disposed  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  one,  as  you  are. 

"Let  me  commend  you,  sir,  to  imitate  the  benevolent  exam- 
ple of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  the  midst  of  which  you  re- 
side. Meek,  gentle,  imbued  with  the  genuine  spirit  of  our 
benign  religion,  while  in  principle  they  are  firmly  opposed  to 
slavery,  they  do  not  seek  to  accomplish  its  extinction  by  foul 
epithets,  coarse  and  vulgar  abuse,  and  gross  calumny.  Their 
ways  do  not  lead  through  blood,  revolution,  and  disunion. 
Their  broad  and  comprehensive  philanthrope  embraces,  as 
they  believe,  the  good  and  the  happiness  of  the  wh?te  as  well 
as  the  black  race ;  giving  to  one  their  commiseration,  to  the 
other  their  kindest  sympathy.  Their  instruments  are  not 
those  of  detraction  and  of  war,  but  of  peace,  persuasion,  and 
earnest  appeals  to  the  charities  of  the  human  heart.  LTnam- 
bitious,  they  have  no  political  object  or  purposes  to  subserve. 
My  intercourse  with  them  throughout  life  has  been  consid- 
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erable,  interesting,  and  agreeable ;  and  I  venture  to  say,  noth- 
ing could  have  induced  them  as  a  society,  whatever  a  few 
individuals  might  have  been  tempted  to  do,  to  seize  the  occa- 
sion of  my  casual  passage  through  this  state  to  offer  me  a 
personal  indignity. 

"I  respect  the  motives  of  rational  abolitionists,  who  are 
actuated  by  a  sentitment  of  devotion  to  human  liberty,  al- 
though I  deplore  and  deprecate  the  consequences  of  the  agi- 
tation of  the  question.  I  have  even  many  friends  among 
them.  But  they  are  not  monomaniacs,  who,  surrendering 
themselves  to  a  single  idea,  look  altogether  to  the  black  side 
of  human  life.  They  do  not  believe  that  the  sum  total  of  all 
our  efforts  and  all  our  solicitude  should  be  abolition.  They 
believe  that  there  are  duties  to  perform  towards  the  white 
man  as  well  as  the  black.  They  want  good  government, 
good  administration,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  their 
country. 

"I  shall,  Mr.  Mendenhall,  take  your  petition  into  respectful 
and  deliberate  consideration ;  but  before  I  come  to  a  final  de- 
cision I  should  like  to  know  what  you  and  your  associates  are 
willing  to  do  for  the  sake  of  the  slaves  in  my  possession,  if  I 
should  think  proper  to  liberate  them.  I  own  about  fifty,  who 
are  probably  worth  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  To  turn  them 
loose  upon  society  without  any  means  of  subsistence  or  sup- 
port would  be  an  act  of  cruelty.  Are  you  willing  to  raise 
and  secure  the  payment  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  their 
benefit,  if  I  should  be  induced  to  free  them?  The  security 
of  the  payment  of  that  sum  would  materially  lessen  the  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  their  emancipation. 

"And  now,  Mr.  Mendenhall,  I  must  take  respectful  leave 
of  you.  We  separate,  as  we  have  met,  with  no  unkind  feel- 
ings, no  excited  anger  or  dissatisfaction  on  my  part,  what- 
ever may  have  been  your  motives,  and  these  I  refer  to  our 
common  Judge  above,  to  whom  we  are  both  responsible.  Go 
home,  and  mind  your  own  business,  and  leave  other  people 
to  take  care  of  theirs.  Limit  your  benevolent  exertions  to 
your  own  neighborhood.  Within  that  circle  you  will  find 
ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  all  your  charities.     Dry  up 
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the  tears  of  the  afflicted  widows  around  you,  console  and 
comfort  the  helpless  orphan,  clothe  the  naked,  and  feed  and 
help  the  poor,  black  and  white,  who  need  succor ;  and  you 
will  be  a  better  and  a  wiser  man  than  you  have  this  day 
shown  yourself." 

clay's  defence  of  the  purity  of  his  political  motives. 

That  mill-stone  on  the  neck  of  Clay's  political  personality, 
the  alleged  bargain  between  him  and  Mr.  Adams,  was  indeed 
cut  loose,  though  not  in  time  to  save  him  from  its  disad- 
vantages. The  attempt  at  bargain,  if  there  was  any  bargain 
at  all,  was  on  the  other  side,  and  failing  to  make  the  desired 
arrangement,  the  best  way  to  ward  off  an  accusation  to  which 
they  themselves  were  liable,  was  thought  and  found  really 
to  be,  to  bring  one  of  the  same  kind  against  Clay.  Clay 
would  not  believe  that  such  an  attack  could  accomplish  its 
purpose.  But  it  did.  Several  times  he  received  proposals  of 
such  a  bargain!,  some  of  which  are  revealed  in  his  corre- 
spondence, and  are  reproduced  here.  The  lofty  manliness 
and  indignation  with  which  he  treated  them  is  also  shown. 

The  following  extract  from  the  lengthy  speech  which  he 
delivered  to  his  constituents  at  Lexington,  upon  his  retire- 
ment from  public  service  in  1842,  is  interesting  not  only  as 
a  vindication  of  his  political  integrity,  but  also  as  giving  in 
his  own  words  an  outline  of  his  career  as  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  this  country  has  ever  seen.  It  is  the  same  speech 
from  which  the  introductory  remarks  were  quoted  above  to 
show  his  quaint  sense  of  humor: 

"I  will  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  am,  and  have  been 
long  satisfied,  that  it  would  have  been  wiser  and  more  politic 
in  me  to  have  declined  accepting  the  office  of  secretary  of 
state  in  1825.  Not  that  my  motives  were  not  as  pure  and  as 
patriotic  as  ever  carried  any  man  into  public  office.  Not  that 
the  calumny  which  was  applied  to  the  fact  was  not  as  gross 
and  as  unfounded  as  any  that  was  ever  propagated.  (Here 
somebody  cried  out  that  Mr.  Carter  Beverly,  who  had  been 
made  the  organ  of  announcing  it,  had  recently  borne  testi- 
mony to  its  being  unfounded.    Mr.  Clay  said  it  was  true  that 
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he  had  voluntarily  borne  such  testimony.  But  with  great 
earnestness,  Mr.  Clay  said,  I  want  no  testimony — here,  here, 
here,  here,  repeatedly  touching  his  heart,  amidst  tremendous 
cheers,  here  is  the  best  of  all  witnesses  of  my  innocence.) 
Not  that  valued  friends,  and  highly  esteemed  opponents,  did 
not  unite  in  urging  my  acceptance  of  the  office.  Not  that 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams  will  not,  I  sincerely  be- 
lieve, advantagiously  compare  with  any  of  his  predecessors, 
in  economy,  purity,  prudence,  and  wisdom.  Not  that  Mr. 
Adams  was  himself  wanting  in  any  of  those  high  qualifica- 
tions and  upright  and  patriotic  intentions  which  were  suited 
to  the  office.  Of  that  extraordinary  man,  of  rare  and  varied 
attainments,  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  his 
recent  course  in  the  house  of  representatives,  (and  candor 
obliges  me  to  say  that  there  are  some  things  in  it  which  I 
deeply  regret),  it  is  with  no  less  truth  than  pleasure,  I  declare 
that,  during  the  whole  period  of  his  administration,  annoyed, 
assailed,  and  assaulted,  as  it  was,  no  man  could  have  shown 
a  more  devoted  attachment  to  the  union,  and  all  its  great 
interests,  a  more  ardent  desire  faithfully  to  discharge  his 
whole  duty,  or  brought  to  his  aid  more  useful  experience  and 
knowledge,  than  he  did.  I  never  transacted  business  with 
any  man,  in  my  life,  with  more  ease,  satisfaction,  and  advan- 
tage, than  I  did  with  that  most  able  and  indefatigable  gen- 
tleman, as  president  of  the  United  States.  And  I  will  add, 
that  more  harmony  never  prevailed  in  any  cabinet  than  in  his. 
"But  my  error  in  accepting  the  office  arose  out  of  my  un- 
derrating the  power  of  detraction  and  the  force  of  ignorance, 
and  abiding  with  too  sure  a  confidence  in  the  conscious  integ- 
rity and  uprightness  of  my  own  motives.  Of  that  ignorance, 
I  had  a  remarkable  and  laughable  example  on  an  occasion 
which  I  will  relate.  I  was  traveling  in  1828,  through  I  be- 
lieve it  was  Spottsylvania  county,  in  Virginia,  on  my  return 
to  Washington,  in  company  with  some  young  friends.  We 
halted  at  night  at  a  tavern,  kept  by  an  aged  gentleman,  who, 
I  quickly  perceived,  from  the  disorder  and  confusion  which 
reigned,  had  not  the  happiness  to  have  a  wife.  After  a  hur- 
ried and  bad  supper,  the  old  gentleman  sat  down  by  me,  and 
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without  hearing  my  name,  but  understanding  that  I  was  from 
Kentucky,  remarked  that  he  had  four  sons  in  that  state,  and 
that  he  was  very  sorry  they  were  divided  in  politics,  two  be- 
ing for  Adams  and  two  for  Jackson ;  he  wished  they  were 
all  for  Jackson.  Why?  I  asked  him.  Because,  he  said,  that 
fellow  Clay,  and  Adams,  had  cheated  Jackson  out  of  the 
presidency.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  evidence,  my  old  friend, 
said  I,  of  that  ?  No,  he  replied,  none,  and  he  wanted  to  see 
none.  But,  I  observed,  looking  him  directly  and  steadily  in 
the  face,  suppose  Mr.  Clay  were  to  come  here  and  assure  your 
upon  his  honor,  that  it  was  all  a  vile  calumny,  and  not  a  word 
of  truth  in  it,  would  you  believe  him?  No,  replied  the  old 
gentleman,  promptly  and  emphatically.  I  said  to  him,  in 
conclusion,  will  you  be  good  enough  to  show  me  to  bed,  and 
bade  him  good  night.  The  next  morninig,  having  in  the  in- 
terval learned  my  name,  he  came  to  me  full  of  apologies ;  but 
I  at  once  put  him  at  his  ease  by  assuring  him  that  I  did -not 
feel  in  the  slightest  degree  hurt  or  offended  by  him. 

"Mr.  President,  I  have  been  accused  of  ambition,  often  ac- 
cused of  ambition.  I  believe,  however,  that  my  accusers  will 
be  generally  found  to  be  political  opponents,  or  the  friends  of 
aspirants  in  whose  way  I  was  supposed  to  stand ;  and  it  was 
thought,  therefore,  necessary  to  shove  me  aside.  I  defy  my 
enemies  to  point  out  any  act  or  instance  of  my  life,  in  which 
I  have  sought  the  attainment  of  office  by  dishonorable  or  un- 
worthy means.  Did  I  display  inordinate  ambition  when,  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Madisqn,  I  declined  a  foreign 
mission  of  the  first  grade,  and  an  executive  department,  both 
of  which  he  successively  kindly  tendered  me  ?  When,  under 
that  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Monroe,  I  was  first  importuned, 
(as  no  one  knows  better  than  that  sterling  old  patriot,  Jona- 
than Roberts,  now  threatened,  as  the  papers  tell  us,  with  ex- 
pulsion from  an  office  which  was  never  filled  with  more  hon- 
esty and  uprightness,  because  he  declines  to  be  a  servile  in- 
strument,) to  accept  a  secretaryship,  and  was  afterwards 
offered  a  carte  blanche  of  all  the  foreign  missions  ?  At  the 
epoch  of  the  election  of  1825,  I  believe  no  one  doubted  at 
Washington  that,  if  I  had  felt  it  my  duty  to  vote  for  General 
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Jackson,  he  would  have  invited  me  to  take  charge  of  a  de- 
partment. And  such  undoubtedly  Mr.  Crawford  would  have 
done  if  he  had  been  elected.  When  the  Harrisburg  conven- 
tion assembled,  the  general  expectation  was  that  the  nomina- 
tion would  be  given  to  me.  It  was  given  to  the  lamented 
Harrison.  Did  I  exhibit  extraordinary  ambition  when,  cheer- 
fully acquiescing,  I  threw  myself  into  the  canvass  and  made 
every  exertion  in  my  power  to  insure  it  success  ?  Was  it  evi- 
dence of  un chastened  ambition  in  me  to  resign,  as  I  recently 
•did,  my  seat  in  the  senate — to  resign  the  dictatorship,  with 
which  my  enemies  have  so  kindly  invested  me,  and  come 
home  to  the  quiet  walks  of  private  life? 

"But  I  am  ambitious  because  some  of  my  countrymen  have 
seen  fit  to  associate  my  name  with  the  succession  for  the 
presidential  office.  Do  those  who  prefer  the  charge  know 
what  I  have  done,  or  not  done,  in  connection  with  that  ob- 
ject? Have  they  given  themselves  the  trouble  to  inquire  at 
all  into  any  agency  of  mine  in  respect  to  it?  I  believe  not. 
It  is  a  subject  which  I  approach  with  all  the  delicacy  which 
belongs  to  it,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  dignity  of  the  ex- 
alted station ;  but  on  which  I  shall,  at  the  same  time,  speak 
to  you,  my  friends  and  neighbors,  without  reserve,  and  with 
the  utmost  candor. 

"I  have  prompted  none  of  those  movements  among  the 
people,  of  which  we  have  seen  accounts.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, they  are  altogether  spontaneous,  and  not  only  without 
concert  with  me,  but  most  generally  without  any  sort  of  pre- 
vious knowledge  on  my  part.  That  I  am  thankful  and  grate- 
ful, profoundly  grateful,  for  these  manifestations  of  confi- 
dence and  attachment,  I  will  not  conceal  or  deny.  But  I  have 
been,  and  mean  to  remain  a  passive,  if  not  an  indifferent 
spectator.  I  have  reached  a  time  in  life,  and  seen  enough  of 
high  official  stations,  to  enable  me  justly  to  appreciate  their 
value,  their  cares,  their  responsibilities,  their  ceaseless  duties. 
That  estimate  of  their  worth,  in  a  personal  point  of  view, 
would  restrain  me  from  seeking  to  fill  any  one,  the  highest 
of  them,  in  a  scramble  of  doubtful  issue,  with  political  oppo- 
nents, much  less  with  political  friends.     That  I  should  feel 
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greatly  honored  by  a  call  from  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  to  the  highest  office  within  their  gift,  I  shall  not 
deny ;  nor,  if  my  health  were  preserved,  might  I  feel  at  lib- 
erty to  decline  a  summons  so  authoritative  and  commanding. 
But  I  declare  most  solemnly,  that  I  have  not,  up  to  this  mo- 
ment, determined  whether  I  will  consent  to  the  use  of  my 
name  or  not  as  a  candidate  for  the  chief  magistracy.  That  is 
a  grave  question,  which  should  be  decided  by  all  attainable 
lights,  which,  I  think,  is  not  necessary  yet  to  be  decided,  and 
a  decision  of  which  I  reserve  to  myself,  as  far  as  I  can  re- 
serve it,  until  the  period  arrives  when  it  ought  to  be  solved. 
That  period  has  not,  as  I  think,  yet  arrived.  When  it  does, 
an  impartial  survey  of  the  whole  ground  should  be  taken,  the 
state  of  public  opinion  properly  considered,  and  one's  per- 
sonal condition,  physical  and  intellectual,  duly  examined  and 
weighed.  In  thus  announcing  a  course  of  conduct  for  my- 
self, it  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark,  that  it  is  no  part  of  my 
purpose  to  condemn,  or  express  any  opinion  whatever  upon 
those  popular  movements  which  have  been  made,  or  may  be 
contemplated,  in  respect  to  the  next  election  of  a  president  of 
the  United  States. 

"If  to  have  served  my  country  duringa  longseries  of  years 
with  fervent  zeal  and  unshaken  fidelity,  in  seasons  of  peace 
and  war,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  legislative  halls  and  in 
an  executive  department ;  if  to  have  labored  most  sedulously 
to  avert  the  embarrassment  and  distress  which  now  over- 
spread this  union,  and  when  they  came,  to  have  exerted  my- 
self anxiously,  at  the  extra  session,  and  at  this,  to  devise  heal- 
ing remedies ;  if  to  have  desired  to  introduce  economy  and 
reform  in  the  general  administration,  curtail  enormous  ex- 
ecutive power,  and  amply  provide,  at  the  same  time,  for  the 
wants  of  the  government  and  the  wants  of  the  people,  by  a 
tariff  which  would  give  it  revenue  and  then  protection ;  if  to 
have  earnestly  sought  to  establish  the  bright  but  too  rare 
example  of  a  party  in  power  faithful  to  its  promises  and 
pledges  made  when  out  of  power  ;  if  these  services,  exertions, 
and  endeavors,  justify  the  accusation  of  ambition,  I  must 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge. 
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"I  have  wished  the  good  opinion  of  the  world ;  but  I  defy 
the  most  malignant  of  my  enemies  to  show  that  I  have  at- 
tempted to  gain  it  by  any  low  or  grovelling  arts,  by  any  mean 
or  unworthy  sacrifices,  by  the  violation  of  any  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  honor,  or  by  a  breach  of  any  of  the  duties  which  I 
owed  to  my  country." 

Letters  in  which  Political  Bargains  were  Proposed  to  Henry  Clay. 


PATRICK   HENRY   TO   HENRY   CLAY. 

August  21,  1822. 

Dear  Sir:  You  must  make  Clinton  President,  which, 
with  your  force  and  talents,  public  and  private,  you  can  ac- 
complish. He  has  pretensions  in  every  respect — a  man  of 
business,  is  bold  and  honorable,  an  elegant  scholar,  deeply 
read,  liberal  altogether  in  his  ideas.  He  would  return  the 
favor  with  fidelity.  He  has  no  sneaking,  tricky  vices.  You 
would  be  the  next  President,  from  character,  pretensions, 
experience,  and,  coming  from  the  West,  you  would  be  ex- 
pected and  attended  to  by  the  nation.  You  would  be  vice- 
president  or  secretary  of  state.  The  former  would  keep  you 
out  of  turmoil  and  responsibility,  and  perhaps  be  the  safest 
place.  You  would  be  happy  in  it,  honored  and  supported  by 
everybody. 

Clinton  has  name,  fame,  talents,  and  useful  and  lasting 
honors  to  sustain  him  for  any  or  in  any  station  he  may  fill. 
It  would  be  worthy  of  Clay  and  Kentucky  to  join  New  York 
and  Clinton  in  so  glorious  a  career  in  saving  the  Union. 

CLAY   TO   FRANCIS    BROOKE. 

Ashland,  May  23,  1830. 
(An  extract  only.) 

*  *  *  I  have  a  most  singular  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford 
of  which  I  beg,  however,  you  will  speak  to  no  one,  as  I  can- 
not but  think,  from  the  nature  of  the  proposal  which  it  con- 
tains, it  indicates  some  want  of  self-possession.  He  says, 
that  he  perceives  from  the  papers,  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  Van 
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Buren,  and  myself,  will  be  run  for  the  next  Presidency ;  that 
his  friends  also  think  of  bringing  him  forward ;  that  no  one 
candidate  would  be  electetd;  but  that,  if  the  contest  be  lim- 
ited to  the  three  first,  Mr.  Van  Buren  would  be  finally  elected 
by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  that  I  should  not  get  a 
vote  in  New  England,  which  would  support  Mr.  Van  Buren ; 
and  that  all  the  South  would  go  for  Mr.  Calhoun.  There- 
fore, he  proposes  that  I  should  not  be  brought  forward,  but 
support  him,  whereby  he  would  get  the  votes  of  all  the  West- 
ern States,  which,  with  the  aid  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina. 
Georgia,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  and  probably  Maryland, 
with  some  few  other  states,  would  secure  his  election.  Then, 
he  says,  I  would  of  course,  come  again  into  the  cabinet,  and 
finally  s-ucceea  him !  He  intimates  that  his  friends  may  make 
a  similar  proposal  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but  he  prefers  that  I 
sihotfld  accede  to  it.  He  supposes  that  General  Jackson  will 
not  be  again  a  candidate.  I  have  not  answered  this  most  ex- 
traordinary letter,  which  bears  date  the  31st  day  of  March 
last.  I  shall  not  answer  it.  I  would  not  answer  it  in  terms 
consistent  with  the  friendship  which  I  once  bore  to  Mr. 
Crawford. 

Referring  elsewhere  to  this  same  letter  of  Crawford,  Clay 
remarks :  "But  after  his  letter  to  me  of  March,  in  the  last 
year,  ought  we  to  be  surprised  at  anything  he  may  do?  I 
have  never  written  to  him  since  I  received  that  letter,  nor  do 
I  desire  any  correspondence  with  him  again.  I  shall  not, 
however,  permit  the  publication  of  his  letter  of  March.  It 
could  only  be  justified  by  some  public  good,  and  I  see  none 
that  it  would  accomplish." 

Other  letters  which  might  be  given  exhibit  a  proposal  to 
make  Clay  President  by  a  wrong  to  Webster,  on  condition 
that  Clay  would  use  his  influence  for  a -certain  appointment. 
Though  Clay  and  Webster  were  not  at  that  time  on  the  most 
friendly  terms,  Clay  insisted  that  the  proposal  and  its  con- 
ditions should  be  made  known  to  Webster,  and  it  was 
through  no  fault  of  his  that  this  was  not  done.  Another 
letter  indicates  further  the  estimate  which  Clay  made  of  the 
whole    dishonorable    transaction.     No    attempt    on    Clay's 
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honor,  as  a  politician  (nor  as  a  private  man,  for  that  mat- 
ter), ever  succeeded.  He  lived  and  died  an  American  patriot 
of  the  loftiest  character. 


Selections  from  the  Obituary  Addresses  on  the  Death  of  Henry  Clay. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.     Arranged  and  Edited  by  C. 
K.  Edmunds,  Ph.  D. 

Although  in  the  presence  of  death  emotion  and  love  are 
apt  to  outrun  sober  judgment  and  cool  calculation  of  other 
times,  we  must,  after  making  all  due  allowance  for  this  ele- 
ment in  the  following  addresses,  still  see  that  the  man  of 
whom  these  orators  spoke  was  indeed  of  such  a  character, 
his  labors  of  such  a  scope,  and  his  achievements  of  such  a 
brilliancy  as  sufficiently  to  warrant  the  almost  extreme  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  here  reproduced  in  part  from  the 
official  records.  Of  the  nine  addresses  delivered  in  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  memorable  morning  of  June  30,  1852,  and  of  the 
thirteen  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  shall  cite  only 
selected  parts  of  those  given  by  the  statesmen  from  Clay's 
own  state,  Kentucky,  and  that  of  his  nativity,  Virginia,  with 
but  one  additional  tribute  from  New  York  to  show  the 
breadth  of  the  feeling  for  the  lamented  hero. 

Senator  Underwood  of  Kentucky,  after  formally  announc- 
ing the  death  of  his  colleague  and  outlining  Clay's  public 
career,  said  in  part :  ''His  physical  and  mental  organization 
eminently  qualified  him  to  become  a  great  and  impressive 
orator.  His  person  was  tall,  slender,  and  commanding.  His 
temperament  was  ardent,  fearless,  and  full  of  hope.  His 
countenance  clear,  expressive,  and  variable — indicating  the 
emotion  which  predominated  at  the  moment  with  exact  simi- 
litude. His  voice,  cultivated  and  modulated  in  harmony 
with  the  sentiment  he  desired  to  express,  fell  upon  the  ear 
like  the  melody  of  enrapturing  music.  His  eye  beaming 
with  intelligence  and  flashing  with  coruscations  of  genius. 
His  gestures  and  attitudes  graceful  and  natural.  These 
personal  advantages  won  the  prepossessions  of  an  audience, 
even  before  his  intellectual  powers  began  to  move  his  hear- 
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ers;  and  when  his  strong  common  sense,  his  profound  rea- 
soning, his  clear  conceptions  of  his  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  his  striking  and  beautiful  illustrations,  united  with 
such  personaf  qualities,  were  brought  to  the  discussion  of 
any  question  his  audience  was  enraptured,  convinced,  and 
led  by  the  orator  as  if  enchanted  by  the  lyre  of  Orpheus. 

"No  man  was  ever  blessed  by  his  Creator  with  faculties 
of  a  higher  order  of  excellence  than  those  given  to  Mr.  Clay. 
In  the  quickness  of  his  perceptions,  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  his  conclusions  were  formed,  he  had  few  equals  and 
no  superior.  He  was  eminently  endowed  with  a  nice,  dis- 
criminating taste  for  order,  symmetry,  and  beauty 

While  he  was  so  organized  that  he  attended  to,  and  arranged 
little  things  to  please  and  gratify  his  natural  love  for  neat- 
ness, order,  and  beauty,  his  great  intellectual  faculties 
grasped  all  the  subjects  of  jurisprudence  and  politics  with 
a  facility  amounting  almost  to  intuition 

"Mr.  Clay  was  deeply  versed  in  all  the  springs  of  human 
action.  He  had  read  and  studied  biography  and  historv. 
Shortly  after  I  left  college,  I  had  occasion  to  call  on  him  in 
Frankfort,  where  he  was  attending  court,  and  well  I  re- 
member to  have  found  him  with  Plutach's  Lives  in  his 
hands.  No  one  better  than  he  knew  how  to  avail  himself 
of  human  motives,  and  all  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
rounded a  subject,  or  could  present  them  with  more  force 
and  skill  to  accomplish  the  object  of  an  argument. 

"Mr.  Clay,  throughout  his  public  career,  was  influenced 
by  the  loftiest  patriotism.  Confident  in  the  truth  of  his  con- 
victions and  the  purity  of  his  purposes,  he  was  ardent,  some- 
times impetuous,  in  the  pursuit  of  objects  which  he  believed 
essential  to  the  general  welfare.  Those  who  stood  in  his 
way  were  thrown  aside  without  fear  or  ceremony.  He 
never  affected  a  courtier's  deference  to  men  or  opinions 
which  he  thought  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  his  coun- 
try; and  hence  he  may  have  wounded  the  vanity  of  those 

who  thought  themselves  of  consequence "Calumny 

and  detraction  emptied  their  vials  upon  him.  But  how  glori- 
ous the  change.     He  outlived  malice  and  envy.     He  lived 
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long  enough  to  prove  to  the  world  that  his  ambition  was  no 
more  than  a  holy  aspiration  to  make  his  country  the  greatest, 
most  powerful,  and  best  governed  on  the  earth.  If  he  de- 
sired its  highest  office,  it  was  because  the  greater  power  and 
influence  resulting  from  such  elevation  would  enable  him  to 
do  more  than  he  otherwize  could  for  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement— first  of  his.  own  countrymen,  than  of  his  whole 
race.  His  sympathies  embraced  all.  The  African  slave,  the 
Creole  of  Spanish  America,  the  children  of  renovated  classic 
Greece — all  families  of  men,  without  respect  to  color  or 
clime,  found  in  his  exalted  bosom  and  comprehensive  intel- 
lect a  friend  of  their  elevation  and  amelioration.  Such  am- 
bition as  that,  is  God's  implantation  in  the  human  heart  for 
raising  the  down-trodden  nations  of  the  earth,  and  fitting 
them  for  regenerated  existence  in  politics,  in  morals,  and 
religion. 

"Bold  and  determined  as  Mr.  Clay  was  in  all  his  actions, 
he  was,  nevertheless,  conciliating.  He  did  not  obstinately 
adhere  to  things  impracticable.  If  he  could  not  accom- 
plish the  best,  he  contented  himself  with  the  nighest  ap- 
proach to  it.  He  has  been  the  great  compromiser  of  those 
political  agitations  and  opposing  opinions  which  have,  in 
the  belief  of  thousands,  at  different  times,  endangered  the 
perpetuity  of  our  Federal  Government  and  Union 

"Mr.  Clay,  from  the  nature  of  his  disease,  declined  very 
gradually.  He  bore  his  protracted  sufferings  with  great 
equanimity  and  patience.  On  one  occasion,  he  said  to  me, 
that  when  death  was  inevitable  and  must  soon  come,  and 
when  the  sufferer  was  ready  to  die,  he  did  not  perceive  the 
wisdom  of  praying  to  be  'delivered  from  sudden  death.'  He 
tnought  under  such  circumstances  the  sooner  suffering  was 
relieved  by  death  the  better.  He  desired  the  termination  of 
his  own  sufferings,  while  he  acknowledged  the  duty  of  pa- 
tiently waiting  and  abiding  the  pleasure  of  God.  Mr.  Clay 
frequently  spoke  to  me  of  his  hope  of  eternal  life,  founded 
upon  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  as  a  Saviour ;  who,  as  he  re- 
marked, came  into  the  world  to  bring  life  and  immortality 
to  light.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopalian  church.     In 
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one  of  our  conversations  he  told  me,  that  as  his  hour  of  dis- 
solution approached,  he  found  that  his  affections  were  con- 
centrating more  and  more  upon  his  domestic  circle — his 
.wife  and  children.  In  my  daily  visits,  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  asking  me  to  detail  to  him  the  transactions  of  the  senate. 
This  I  did,  and  he  manifested  much  interest  in  passing  oc- 
currences, His  inquiries  were  less  frequent  as  his  end  ap- 
proached. For  the  week  preceding  his  death,  he  seemed 
to  be  altogether  abstracted  from  the  concerns  of  the  world. 
When  he  became  so  low  that  he  could  not  converse  without 
being  fatfgued,  he  frequently  requested  those  around  him  to 
converse.  He  would  then  quietly  listen.  He  retained  his 
mental  faculties  in  great  perfection.  His  memory  remained 
perfect.  He  frequently  mentioned  events  and  conversations 
of  recent  occurrence,  showing  that  he  had  a  perfect  recol- 
lection of  what  was  said  and  done.  He  said  to  me  that  he 
was  grateful  to  ,God  for  continuing  to  him  the  blessing  of 
reason,  which  enabled  him  to  contemplate  and  reflect  on  his 
situation. 

"Mr.  President,  the  majestic  form  of  Mr.  Clay  will  no 
more  grace  these  halls.  No  more  shall  we  hear  that  voice 
which  has  so  often  thrilled  and  charmed  the  assembled  repre- 
sentatives of  the  American  people.  No  more  shall  we  see 
that  waving  hand  and  eye  of  light,  as  when  he  was  engaged 
unfolding  his  policy  in  regard  to  the  varied  interests  of  our 
growing  and  mighty  republican  empire.  His  voice  is  silent 
on  earth  forever.  The  darkness  of  death  has  obscured  the 
lustre  of  his  eye.  But  the  memory  of  his  services — not 
only  to  his  beloved  Kentucky,  not  only  to  the  United  States, 
but  for  the  cause  of  human  freedom  and  progress  through- 
out the  world — will -live  through  future  ages,  as  a  bright 
example,  stimulating  and  encouraging  his  own  countrymen 
and  the  people  of  all  nations  in  their  patriotic  devotions  to 
country  and  humanity. 

"Mr.  President,  I  have  availed  myself  of  Doctor  Johnson's 
paraphrase  of  the  epitaph  on  Thomas  Hanmer,  with  a  few 
alterations  and  additions,  to  express  in  borrowed  verse  my 
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admiration  for  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  with 
this  heart-tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  illustrious  colleague 
I  conclude  my  remarks : 

"Born  when  Freedom  her  stripes  and  stars  unfurl'd, 
When  Revolution  shook  the  startled  world — 
Heroes  and  sages  taught  his  brilliant  mind 
To  know  and  love  the  rights  of  all  mankind. 
In  life's  first  bloom  his  public  toils  began, 
At  once  commenced  the  senator  and  man : 
In  business  dext'rous,  weighty  in  debate, 
Near  fifty  years  he  labor'd  for  the  state.  • 

In  every  speech  persuasive  wisdom  flowed, 
In -every  act  refulgent  virtue  glow'd; 
Suspended  faction  ceased  from  rage  and  strife, 
To  hear  his  eloquence  and  praise  his  life. 
Resistless  merit  fixed  the  Member's  choice, 
Who  hail'd  him  Speaker  with  united  voice. 
His  talents  ripening  with  advancing  years — 
His  wisdom  growing  with  his  public  cares — 
A  chosen  envoy,  war's  dark  horrors  cease, 
And  tides  of  carnage  turn  to  streams  of  peace. 
Conflicting  principles,  internal  strife, 
Tariff  and  slavery,  disunion  rife, 
All,  all  are  compromised  by  his  great  hand, 
And  beams  of  joy  illuminate  the  land. 
Patriot,  Christian,  husband,   father,  friend, 
Thy  work  of  life  achieved  a  glorious  end." 

Senator  Hunter  of  Virginia:     "We  have  heard  the  voice 
of  Kentucky — and,  upon  this  occasion,  she  has  a  right  to 
speak — in  mingled  accents  of  pride  and  sorrow,  for  it  has 
rarely  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  state  to  lament  the  loss  of 
such  a  son.     But  Virginia,  too,  is  entitled  to  her  place  in  this 
procession ;  for  she  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  unmindful  of 
the  tie  which  bound  her  to  the  dead. ......     This  land,  sir, 

is  full  of  the  monuments  of  his  genius.  His  memory  is  as 
imperishable  as  American  history  itself,  for  he  was  one  of 
those  who  made  it.  Sir,  he  belonged  to  that  marked  class 
who  are  the  men  of  their  century ;  for  it  was  his  rare  good 
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fortune  not  only  to  have  been  endowed  with  the  capacity  to 
do  great  things,  but  to  have  enjoyed  the  opportunities  of 
achieving  them.  I  know,  sir,  it  has  been  said  and  deplored, 
that  he  wanted  some  of  the  advantages  of  an  early  educa- 
tion, but  it,  perhaps,  has  not  been  remembered  that,  in  many 
respects,  he  enjoyed  such  opportunities  for  mental  training 
as  can  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  man.  He  had  not  a  chance 
to  learn  so  much  from  books,  but  he  had  such  opportunities 
of  learning  from  men  as  few  have  ever  enjoyed.  Sir,  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  he  was  reared  at  a  time  when  there 
was  a  state  of  society,  in  the  commonwealth  which  gave  him 
birth,  such  as  has  never  been  seen  there  before  nor  since.  It 
was  his  early  privilege  to  see  how  justice  was  administered 
by  a  Pendleton  and  a  Wythe,  with  the  last  of  whom  he  was 
in  the  daily  habit  of  familiar  intercourse.  He  had  constant 
opportunities  to  observe  how  forensic  questions  were  man- 
aged by  a  Marshall  and  a  Wickham.  He  was  old  enough, 
too,  to  have  heard  and  to  have  appreciated  the  eloquence 
of  a  Patrick  Henry,  and  of  George  Keith  Taylor.  In  short, 
sir,  he  lived  in  a  society  in  which  the  examples  of  a  Jeffer- 
son, and  a  Madison,  and  a  Monroe,  were  living  influences, 
and  on  which  the  setting  sun  of  a  Washington  cast  the  mild 
effulgence  of  its  departing  rays. 

"He  was  trained,  too, — at  a  period  when  the  recent  revo- 
lutionary struggle  had  given  a  more  elevated  tone  to  patriot- 
ism, and  imparted  a  higher  cast  to  public  feeling,  and  to 
public  character.  Such  lessons  were  worth,  perhaps,  more 
to  him  than  the  whole  encylopedia  of  scholastic  learning. 
Not  only  were  the  circumstances  of  his  early  training  favor- 
able to  the  development  of  his  genius,  but  the  theater  upon 
which  he  was  thrown,  was  eminently  propitious  for  its  exer- 
cise. The  circumstances  of  the  early  settlement  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  generous,  daring  and  reckless  character  of  the 
people — all  fitted  it  to  be  the  theater  for  the  display  of  those 
commanding  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  which  he  so  emi- 
nently possessed.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  those 
people  and  their  chosen  leader  exercised  a  mutual  influence 
upon  each  other ;  and  no  one  can  be  surprised  that,  with  his 
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brave  spirit,   and  commanding  eloquence,   and   fascinating 
address,  he  should  have  led  not  only  there,  but  elsewhere." 

The  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Senator  Brooke 
is  of  peculiar  interest  in  that  it  preserves  for  us  the  famous 
remark  of  Clay  when  pressed  to  refrain  from  some  measure 
that  would  mar  his  popularity.  These  lofty  words  were  the 
clue  to  his  whole  character — the  secret  of  his  hold  on  the 
heads  as  well  as  on  the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

"It  will  be  doing  no  injustice,  sir,  to  the  living  or  the 
dead  to  say,  that  no  better  specimen  of  the  true  American 
character  can  be  found  in  our  history  than  that  of  Mr.  Clay. 
With  ho  adventitious  advantages  of  birth  or  fortune,  he 
won  his  way  by  the  efforts  of  his  own  genius  to  the  highest 
distinction  and  honor.  Ardently  attached  to  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  patriotism  was  with  him  both 
a  passion  and  a  sentiment — a  passion  that  gave  energy  to 
his  ambition,  and  a  sentiment  that  pervaded  all  his  thoughts 
and  actions,  concentrating  them  upon  his  country  as  the  idol 
of  his  heart.  The  bold  and  manly  frankness  in  the  expres- 
sion of  his  opinions  which  always  characterized  him,  has 
often  been  the  subject  of  remark;  and  in  all  his  victories  it 
may  be  truly  said  he  never  'stooped  to  conquer/  In  his  long 
and  brilliant  political  career,  personal  considerations  never 
for  a  single  instant  caused  him  to  swerve  from  the  strict 
line,  of  duty,  and  none  have  ever  doubted  his  deep  sincerity 
in  that  memorable  expression  to  Mr.  Preston,  'Sir,  I  had 
rather  be  right  than  be  President'." 

It  is  said  that  the  late  Speaker  Reed,  when  some  congress- 
man of  little  weight  attempted  in  debate  to  make  use  of  this 
famous  reply  of  Clay,  admonished  the  member  in  the  words, 
"You  need  have  no  fear ;  you  will  never  be  either."  Reed's 
estimate  of  the  representative  referred  to  differs  from  Sen- 
ator Brooke's  appreciation  of  Clay  in  precisely  the  same 
proportion  in  which  most  statesmen  of  to-day  differ  from 
Henry  Clay. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  after  the  receipt  of  Ae 
news  of  Clay's  death  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate 
thereon,  Mr.  Breckinridge  addressed  the  house  somewhat  at 


HENRY  CLAY. 


4* 


length  on  the  character  and  services  of  the  departed  senator. 
Much  of  what  he  said,  as  with  many  others  of  these  obituary 
addresses,  is  a  repetition  of  what  has  in  essence  already  been 
given;  and  so  we  shall  quote  only  such  sections  of  this  and 
of  the  other  speeches  as  will  present  different  phases  of  the 
work  or  character  of  our  hero.  Mr.  Breckinridge  said  in 
part:  "But. the  supremacy  of  Mr.  Clay,  as  a  party  leader, 
was  not  his  only,  nor  his  highest  title  to  renown.  That  title 
is  to  be  found  in  the  purely  patriotic  spirit  which,  on  great 
occasions,  always  signalized  his  conduct.  We  have  had  no 
statesman,  who,  in  periods  of  real  and  imminent  public  peril, 
has  exhibited  a  more  genuine  and  enlarged  patriotism  than 
Henry  Clay.  Whenever  a  question  presented  itself  actually 
threatening  the  existence  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Clay,  rising 
above  the  passions  of  the  hour,  always  exerted  his  powers  to 
solve  it  peacefully,  and  honorably.  Although  more  liable 
than  most  men*',  from  his  impetuous  and  ardent  nature,  to 
feel  strongly  the  passions  common  to  us  all,  it  was  his  rare 
faculty  to  be  able  to  subdue  them  in  a  great  crisis,  and  to 
hold  toward  all  sections  of  the  Confederacy  the  language  of 
concord  and  brotherhood. 

"Sir,  it  will  be  a  proud  pleasure  to  every  true  American 
heart  to  remember  the  great  occasions  when  Mr.  Clay  has 
displayed  a  sublime  patriotism — when  the  ill-temper  engen- 
dered by  the  times,  and  the  miserable  jealousies  of  the  day, 
seemed  to  have  been  driven  from  his  bosom  by  the  expulsive 
power  of  nobler  feelings — when  every  throb  of  his  heart  was 
given  to  his  country,  every  effort  of  his  intellect  dedicated  to 
her  service.  Who  does  not  remember  the  three  periods 
when  the  American  system  of  government  was  exposed  to 
its  severest  trials ;  and  who  does  not  know  that  when  history 
shall  relate  the  struggles  which  preceded,  and  the  dangers 
which  were  averted  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  the  tariff 
compromise  of  1832,  and  the  adjustment  of  1850,  the  same 
pages  will  record  the  genius,  the  eloquence,  and  the  patriot- 
ism of  Henry  Clay? 

"Nor  was  it  in  Mr.  Clay's  nature  to  lag  behind  till  meas- 
ures of  adjustment  were  matured,  and  then  come  forward  to 
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swell  a  majority.  On  the  contrary,  like  a  bold  and  real 
statesman,  he  was  ever  among  the  first  to  meet  the  peril,  and 
hazard  his  fame  upon  the  remedy.  It  is  fresh  in  the  mem- 
ory of  us  all  that,  when  lately  the  fury  of  sectional  discord 
threatened  to  sever  the  confederacy,  Mr.  Clay,  though  with- 
drawn from  public  life,  and  oppressed  by  the  burden  of 
years,  came  back  to  the  senate — the  theater  of  his  glory — 
and  devoted  the  remnant  of  his  strength  to  the  sacred  duty 

of  preserving  the  union  of  the  states 

"'The  life  of  Mr.  Clay,  sir,  is  a  striking  example  of  the. 
abiding  fame  which  surely  awaits  the  direct  and  candid 
statesman.  The  entire  absence  of  equivocation  or  disguise, 
in  all  his  acts,  was  his  master-key  to  the  popular  heart ;  for 
while  the  people  will  forgive  the  errors  of  a  bold  and  open 
nature,  he  sins  past  forgiveness  who  deliberately  deceives 
them.  Hence  Mr.  Clay,  though  often  defeated  in  his  meas- 
ures of  policy,  always  secured  the  respect  of  his  opponents 
without  losing  the  confidence  of  his  friends.  He  never  pal- 
tered in  a  double  sense.  The  country  was  never  in  doubt  as 
to  his  opinions  or  his  purposes.  In  all  the  contests  of  his 
time,  his  position  on  great  public  questions  was  as  clear  as 
the  sun  in  a  cloudless  sky.  Sir,  standing  by  the  grave  of 
this  great  man,  and  considering  these  things,  how  contempti- 
ble does  appear  the  mere  legerdemain  of  politics !  What  a 
reproach  is  his  life  on  that  false  policy  which  would  trifle 
with  a  great  and  upright  people !  If  I  were  to  write  his 
epitaph,  I  would  inscribe,  as  the  highest  eulogy  on  the  stone 
which  shall  mark  his  resting-place,  'Here  lies  a  man  who 
was  in  the  public  service  for  fifty  years,  and  never  attempted 
to  deceive  his  countrymen' !" 

The  following  is  the.  speech  of  Representative  Caskie  of 
Virginia  in  full;  it  is  of  special  interest  as  the  voice  of  one 
coming  from  the  very  district  of  Clay's  nativity. 

"Mr.  Speaker,  unwell  as  I  am,  I  must  try  to  lay  a  single 
laurel  leaf  in  that  open  coffin,  which  is  already  garlanded  by 
the  eloquent  tributes  to  the  illustrious  departed,  which  have 
been  heard  in  this  now  solemn  hall ;  for  I  come,  sir,  from  the 
district  of  his  birth.     I  represent  on  this  floor  that  old  Han- 
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over  so  proud  of  her  Henrys — her  Patrick  Henry  and  her 
Henry  Clay.  I  speak  for  a  people  among  whom  he  has 
always  had  as  earnest  and  devoted  friends  as  were  ever  the 
grace  and  glory  of  a  patriot  and  statesman. 

"I  shall  attempt  no  sketch  of  his  life.  That  you  have  had 
from  other  and  abler  hands  than  mine.  Till  yesterday  that 
life  was,  of  his  own  free  gift,  the  property  of  his  country; 
to-day  it  belongs  to  her  history.  It  is  known  to  all,  and 
will  not  be  forgotten.  Constant,  stern  opponent  of  his  po- 
litical school  as  has  been  my  state,  I  say  for  her,  that  no- 
where in  this  broad  land  are  his  great  qualities  more  ad- 
mired, or  his  death  more  mourned,  than  in  Virginia.  Well 
may  this  be  so;  for  she  is  his  mother,  and  he  was  her  son. 

"Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  remember  the  party  strifes  in  which 
he  was  so  much  mingled,  and  through  which  we  all  more  or 
less  have  passed,  and  then  survey  this  scene,  and  think  how 
far,  as  the  lightning  has  borne  the  news  that  he  is  gone,  half- 
masted  flags  are  drooping  and  church-bells  are  tolling,  and 
men  are  sorrowing,  I  can  but  feel  that  it  is  good  for  man  to 
die.  For  when  death  enters,  O !  how  the  unkindnesses,  and 
jealousies,  and  rivalries  of  life  do  vanish,  and  how  like  in- 
cense from  an  altar  do  peace,  and  friendship,  and  all  the 
sweet  charities  of  our  nature,  rise  round  the  corpse  which 
once  was  a  man.  And  of  a  truth,  Mr.  Speaker,  never  was 
more  of  veritable  noble  manhood  cased  in  mortal  mould  than 
was  found  in  him  to  whose  memory  this  brief  and  humble, 
but  true  and  heartfelt  tribute  is  paid.  But  his  eloquent  voice 
is  hushed,  his  high  heart  is  stilled.  Like  a  shock  of  corn 
fully  ripe,  he  has  been  gathered  to  his.  fathers.  With  more 
than  three-score  years  and  ten  upon  him,  and  honors  clus- 
tered thick  about  him,  in  the  full  possession  of  unclouded  in- 
tellect, and  all  the  consolations  of  Christianty,  he  has  met 
the  fate  which  is  evitable  by  none.  Lamented  by  all  his 
countrymen,  his  name  is  bright  on  fame's  immortal  roll.  He 
has  finished  his  course,  and  he  has  his  crown.  What  more 
fruit  can  life  bear?  What  can  it  give  that  Henry  Clay  has 
not  gained  ? 

"Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  around  his  tomb  should  be  heard  not 
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only  the  dirge  that  wails  his  loss,  but  the  jubilant  anthem 
which  sounds  that  on  the  world's  battle-field  another  victory 
has  been  won — another  incontestable  greatness  achieved." 

We  close  our  selections  from  the  obituary  addresses  with 
the  following  extracts  form  the  speech  of  Representative 
Brooks  of  New  York.  The  sections  already  given  may  from 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  practically  confined  to  the  states- 
men from  Kentucky  and  Virginia  be  supposed  to  be  more 
eulogistic  in  their  terms  than  those  of  the  gentlemen  from 
other  parts  of  the  Union.  But  Mr.  Brooks's  remarks  are, 
if  anything,  even  more  appreciative  of  Clay  than  what  has 
already  been  given.    They  were  in  part : 

"I  speak  for,  and  from,  a  community  in  whose  heart  is 
enshrined  the  name  of  him  whom  we  mourn ;  who,  however 
much  Virginia,  the  land  of  his  birth,  or  Kentucky,  the  land 
of  his  adoption,  may  love  him,  is,  if  possible,  loved  .where  I 
live  yet  more.-  If  idolatry  had  been  Christian,  or  allowable 
even,  he  would  have  been  our  idol.  But  as  it  is,  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  now,  his  bust,  his  portrait,  or  some  medal, 
has  been  one  of  our  household  gods,  gracing  not  alone  the 
saloons  and  the  halls  of  wealth,  but  the  humblest  room  or 
workshop  of  almost  every  mechanic  or  laborer.  Proud 
monuments  of  his  policy  as  a  statesman,  as  my  colleague  has 
justly  said,  are  all  about  us ;  and  we  owe  to  him,  in  good 
degree,  our  growth,  our  greatness,  our  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness as  a  people. 

"The  mind  of  Mr..  Clay  has  been  the  governing  mind  of 
the  country  more  or  less,  ever  since  he  has  been  on  the  stage 
of  public  action.  In  a  minority  or  majority,  more,  perhaps, 
even  in  a  minority  than  in  a  majority — he  seems  to  have  had 
some  commission,  divine  as  it  were,  to  persuade,  to  convince, 
to  govern  other  men.  His  patriotism,  his  grand  conceptions, 
have  created  measures  which  the  secret  fascination  of  his 
manners  in-doors,  or  his  irresistible  eloquence  without,  have 
enabled  him  almost  always  to  frame  into  laws.  Adverse  ad- 
ministrations 'have  yielded  to  him,  or  been  borne  down  by 
him,  or  he  has  taken  them  captive  as  a  leader,  and  carried 
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the  country  and  congress  with  him.  This  power  he  has 
wielded  now  for  nearly  half  a  century,  with  nothing  but 
reason  and  eloquence  to  back  him.  And  yet  when  he  came 
here,  years  ago,  he  came  from  a  then  frontier  state  of  this 
Union,  heralded  by  no  loud  trumpet  of  fame,  nay,  quite 
unknown,  unfortified  even  by  position,  social  or  pecuniary, — 
to  quote  his  own  words,  my  only  heritage  has  been  infancy, 
indigence,  and  ignorance. 

"In  these  days,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  mere  civil  qualifica- 
tions for  high  public  places — when  long  civil  training  and 
practical  statesmanship  are  held  subordinate  —  a  most  dis- 
couraging prospect  would  be  rising  up  before  our  young 
men,  were  it  not  for  some  such  names  as  Lowndes,  Craw- 
ford, Clinton,  Gaston  Calhoun,  Clay,  and  the  like,  scattered 
along  the  pages  of  our  history,  as  stars  or  constellations 
along  a  cloudless  sky.  They  shine  forth,  and  show  us,  that 
if  the  chief  magistracy  cannot  be  won  by  such  qualifications, 
a  memory  among  men  can  be — a  hold  upon  posterity,  as 
firm,  as  lustrous — nay,  more  imperishable.  In  the  Capi- 
tolium  of  Rome  there  are  long  rows  of  marble  slabs,  on 
which  are  recorded  the  names  of  the  Roman  consuls ;  but 
the  eye  wanders  over  this  wilderness  of  letters  but  to  light 
up  and  kindle  upon  some  Cato  or  Cicero.  To  win  such 
fame,  thus  unsullied,  as  Mr.  Clay  has  wTon,  is  worth  any 
man's  ambition.  And  how  has  he  won  it?  By  courting 
the  shifting  gales  of  popularity  ?  No,  never  !  By  truckling 
to  the  schemes,  the  arts,  and  seductions  of  the  demagogue? 
Never,  never !  His  hardest  battles  as  a  public  man — his 
greatest,  most  illustrious  achievements  have  been  against, 
at  first,  an  adverse  public  opinion.  To  gain  an  imperishable 
name,  he  has  often  braved  the  perishable  popularity  of  the 
moment.  That  sort  of  courage  which,  in  a  public  man,  I 
deem  the  highest  of  all  courage — that  sort  of  courage  most 
necessary  under  our  form  of  government  to  guide  as  well 
as  save  a  state — Mr.  Clay  was  possessed  of  more  than  any 
public  man  I  ever  knew.  Physical  courage,  valuable,  in- 
dispensable though  it  be,  we  share  but  with  the  brute;  but 
moral  courage,  to  dare  to  do  right  amid  all  temptations  to 
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do  wrong,  is,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  very  highest  species,  the 
noblest  heroism,  under  institutions  like  ours. 

"Another  of  the  keys,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  his  universal  repu- 
tation was  his  intense  nationality.  When  taunted  but  re- 
cently, almost  within  our  hearing,  as  it  were,  on  the  floor 
of  the  senate  by  a  southern  senator,  as  being  a  southern  man 
unfaithful  to  the  south — his  indignant  but  patriotic  exclama- 
tion was,  'I  know  no  south,  no  north,  no  east,  no  west.'  The 
country,  the  whole  country,  loved,  reverenced,  adored  such 
a  man.  The  soil  of  Virginia  may  be  his  birth-place,  the 
sod  of  Kentucky  will  cover  his  grave— what  was  mortal 
they  claim — but  the  spirit,  the  soul,  the  genius  of  the  mighty 
man,  the  immortal  part,  these  belong  to  his  country  and  to 
his  God." 


The  Strong  Staff  BroKen,  and  the  Beautiful  Pod :   Funeral  Sermon  o! 

Henry  Clay. 

Delivered  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  July  1, 1852.     "How  is  the  strong  staff  broken, 
and  the  beautiful  rod  " — Jeremiah  48 :  17. 

The  following  sermon  preached  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
senate  at  the  funeral  of  Henry  Clay,  gives  such  a  beautiful 
word-picture  of  the  latter's  genius  and  of  his  country's  ap- 
preciation of  it,  as  well  as  presenting  Clay's  strong  religious 
convictions  and  his  ideals  of  Christian  statesmanship  as  ex- 
pressed to  one  who  saw  him  often  as  his  end  approached, 
that  it  is  doubtless  of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  a  place  in 
the  present  volume  of  memorials  of  Henry  Clay. 

"Before  all  hearts  and  minds  in  this  august  assemblage 
the  vivid  image  of  one  man  stands.  To  some  aged-eye  he 
may  come  forth,  from  the  dim  past,  as  he  appeared  in  the 
neighboring  city  of  his  native  state,  a  lithe  and  ardent  youth, 
full  of  promise,  of  ambition,  and  of  hope.  To  another  he 
may  appear  as  in  a  distant  state,  in  the  courts  of  justice, 
erect,  high-strung,  bold,  wearing  the  fresh  forensic  laurels 
on  his  young  and  open  brow.  Some  may  see  him  in  the 
earlier,  and  some  in  the  later,  stages  of  his  career,  on  this 
conspicuous  theater  of  his  renown;  and  to  the  former  he 


HENRY  CLAY. 


47 


will  start  out  on  the  back-ground  of  the  past,  as  he  appeared 
in  the  neighboring  chamber,  tall,  elate,  impassioned, — with 
flashing  eye,  and  suasive  gesture,  and  clarion  voice  an  already 
acknowledged  Agamemnon,  King  of  Men ;  and  to  others  he 
will  again  stand  in  this  chamber,  the  strong  staff  of  the  be- 
wildered and  staggering  state,  and  the  beautiful  rod  with 
the  blossoms  of  genius,  and  of  patriotic  love  and  hope,  the 
life  of  youth  still  remaining  to  give  animation,  grace,  and 
exhaustless  vigor,  to  the  wisdom,  the  experience,  and  the 
gravity  of  age.  To  others  he  may  be  present  as  he  sat  in 
the  chamber  of  sickness,  cheerful,  majestic,  gentle — his 
mind  clear,  his  heart  warm,  his  hope  fixed  on  heaven,  peace- 
fully preparing  for  his  last  great  change.  To  the  memory 
of  the  minister  of  God  he  appears  as  the  penitent,  humble, 
and  peaceful  Christian,  who  received  him  with  the  affection 
of  a  father,  and  joined  with  him  in  solemn  sacrament  and 
prayer,  with  the  gentleness  of  a  woman,  and  the  humility  of 
a  child.  'Out  of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness/  'How 
is  the  strong  staff  broken  and  the  beautiful  rod.' 

"But  not  before  this  assembly  only  does  the  venerated 
image  of  the  departed  statesman,  this  day,  distinctly  stand. 
For  more  than  a  thousand  miles — east,  west,  north,  and 
south — it  is  known  and  remembered  that,  at  this  place  and 
hour,  a  nation's  representatives  assemble  to  do  honor  to  him 
whose  fame  is  now  a  nation's  heritage.  A  nation's  mighty 
heart  throbs  against  this  capitol  and  beats  through  you.  In 
many  cities  banners  droop,  bells  toll,  cannons  boom,  funeral 
draperies  wave.  In  crowded  streets  and  on  sounding  wharfs, 
upon  steamboats  and  upon  cars,  in  fields  and  in  workshops, 
in  homes,  in  schools,  millions  of  men,  women,  and  children 
have  their  thoughts  fixed  upon  this  scene,  and  say  mourn- 
fully to  each  other,  'This  is  the  hour  in  which  at  the  capitol, 
the  nation's  representatives  are  burying  Henry  Clay/ 
Bitrying  Henry  Clay!  Bury  the  records  of  your  country's 
history — bury  the  hearts  of  living  millions — bury  the  moun- 
tains, the  rivers,  the  lakes,  and  the  spreading  lands  from 
sea  to  sea,  with  whrch  his  name  is  inseparably  associated, 
and   even  then  you  would  not  bury  Henry  Clay — for  he 
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lives  in  other  lands,  and  speaks  in  other  tongues,  and  to 
other  times  than  ours. 

"A  great  mind,  a  great  heart,  a  great  orator,  a  great  ca- 
reer, have  been  consigned  to  history.  She  will  record  his 
rare  gifts  of  deep  insight,  keen  discrimination,  clear  state- 
ment, rapid  combination,  plain,  direct,  and  convincing  logic. 
She  will  love  to  dwell  on  that  large,  generous,  magnani- 
mous, open,  forgiving  heart.  She  will  linger  with  fond  de- 
light, on  the  recorded  and  traditional  stories  of  an  eloquence 
that  was  so  masterful  and  stirring,  because  it  was  but  him- 
self struggling  to  come  forth  on  the  living  words — because, 
though  the  words  were  brave  and  strong,  and  beautiful  and 
melodious,  it  was  felt  that,  behind  them  there  was  a  soul 
braver,  stronger,  more  beautiful,  and  more  melodious,  than 
language  could  express.  She  will  point  to  a  career  of 
statesmanship  which  has,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  stamped 
itself  on  the  public  policy  of  the  country,  and  reached,  in 
beneficent  practical  results,  the  fields,  the  looms,  the  com- 
mercial marts,  and  the  quiet  homes  of  all  the  land,  where 
his  name  was,  with  the  departed  fathers,  and  is  with  the 
living  children,  and  will  be,  with  successive  generations,  an 
honored  household  word. 

"I  feel,  as  a  man,  the  grandeur  of  this  career.  But  as  an 
immortal,  with  this  broken  wreck  of  mortality  before  me, 
with  this  scene  as  the  end-all  of  human  glory,  I  feel  that  no 
career,  is  truly  great,  but  that  of  him  who,  whether  he  be 
illustrious  or  obscure,  lives  to  the  future  in  the  present,  and 
linking  himself  to  the  spiritual  world,  draws  from  God  the 
life,  the  rule,  the  motive,  and  the  reward  of  all  his  labor. 
So  would  that  great  spirit  which  has  departed  say  to  us, 
could  he  address  us  now.  So  did  he  realize,  in  the  calm 
and  meditative  close  of  life.  I  feel  that  I  but  utter  the  les- 
sons which,  living,  were  his  last  and  best  convictions,  and 
which,  dead,  would  be,  could  he  speak  to  us,  his  solemn  ad- 
monitions, when  I  say  that  statesmanship  is  then  only  glori- 
ous, when  it  is  Christian;  and  that  man  is  then  only  safe, 
and  true  to  his  duty,  and  his  soul,  when  the  life  which  he 
lives  in  the  flesh  is  the  life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God. 
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"Great,  indeed,  is  the  privilege,  and  most  honorable  and 
useful  is  the  career,  of  a  Christian  American  statesman.  He 
perceives  that  civil  liberty  came  from  the  freedom  wherewith 
Christ  made  its  early  martyrs  and  defenders  free.  He  rec- 
ognizes it  as  one  of  the  twelve  manner  of  fruits  on  the  Tree 
of  Life,  which,  while  its  lower  branches  furnish  the  best 
nutriment  of  earth,  hangs  on  its  topmost  boughs,  which 
wave  in  heaven,  fruits  that  exhilarate  the  immortals.  Recog- 
nizing the  state  as  God's  institution,  he  will  perceive  that 
his  own  ministry  is  divine.  Living  consciously  under  the 
eye,  and  in  the  love  and  fear  of  God ;  redeemed  by  the  blood 
of  Jesus ;  sanctified  by  His  Spirit ;  loving  His  law ;  he  will 
give  himself,  in  private  and  in  public,  to  the  service  of  his 
Saviour.  He  will  not  admit  that  he  may  act  on  less  lofty 
principles  in  public,  than  in  private  life;  and  that  he  must 
be  careful  of  his  moral  influence  in  the  small  sphere  of  home 
and  neighborhood,  but  need  take  no  heed  of  it  when  it 
stretches  over  continents  and  crosses  seas.  He  will  know 
that  his  moral  responsibility  cannot  be  divided  and  dis- 
tributed among  others.  When  he  is  told  that  adherence  to 
the  strictest  moral  and  religious  principle  is  incompatible 
with  a  successful  and  eminent  career,  he  will  denounce  the 
assertion  as  a  libel  on  the  venerated  Fathers  of  the  Republic 
— a  libel  on  the  honored  living  and  the  illustrious  dead — a 
libel  against  a  great  and  Christian  nation — a  libel  against 
God  himself,  who  has  declared  and  made  godliness  profitable 
for  the  life  that  now  is.  He  will  strive  to  make  laws  the 
transcript  of  the  character,  and  institutions  illustrations  of 
the  providence  of  God.  He  will  scan  with  admiration  and 
awe  the  purposes  of  God  in  the  future  history  of  the  world, 
in  throwing  open  this  wide  continent,  from  sea  to  sea,  as  the 
abode  of  freedom,  intelligence,  plenty,  prosperity,  and  peace ; 
and  feel  that  in  giving  his  energies  with  a  patriot's  love,  to 
the  welfare  of  his  country,  he  is  consecrating  himself,  with 
a  Christian's  zeal,  to  the  extension  and  establishment  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom.  Compared  with  a  career  like  this, 
which  is  equally  open  to  those  whose  public  sphere  is  large 
or  small,  how  paltry  are  the  trade  of  patriotism,  the  tricks 
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of  statemanship,  the  reward  of  successful  baseness.  This 
hour,  this  scene,  the  venerated  dead,  the  present,  the  future, 
God,  duty,  heaven,  hell,  speak  trumpet-tongued  to  all  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  to  beware  how  they  lay  polluted 
or  unhallowed  hands — 

'Upon  the  ark 
Of  her  magnificent  and  awful  cause/ 

"Such  is  the  character  of  that  statesmanship  which  alone 
would  have  met  the  full  approval  of  the  venerated  dead. 
For  the  religion  which  always  had  a  place  in  the  convictions 
of  his  mind,  had  also,  within  a  recent  period,  entered  into 
his  experience,  and  seated  itself  in  his  heart.  Twenty  years 
since  he  wrote,  T  am  a  member  of  no  religious  sect,  and  I 
am  not  a  professor  of  religion.  I  regret  that  I'm  not.  I 
wish  that  I  was,  and  trust  that  I  shall  be.  I  have,  and 
always  have  had,  a  profound  regard  for  Christianty,  the  re- 
ligion of  my  fathers,  and  for  its  rites,  its  usages,  and  ob- 
servances.' That  feeling  proved  that  the  seed  sown  by  pious 
parents  was  not  dead,  though  stifled.  A  few  years  since, 
its  dormant  life  was  reawakened.  He  was  baptized  in  the 
communion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church ;  and  during 
his  sojourn  in  this  city,  he  was  in  full  communion  with 
Trinity  Parish. 

"It  is  since  his  withdrawal  from  the  sittings  of  the  senate, 
that  I  have  been  made  particularly  acquainted  with  his  re- 
ligious opinion,  character,  and  feelings.,  From  the  com- 
mencement of  his  illness  he  always  expressed  to  me  his 
persuasion  that  its  termination  would  be  fatal.  From,  that 
period  until  hisi  death,  it  was  my  privilege  to  hold  frequent 
religious  services  and  conversations  with  him  in  his  room. 

"Among  the  books  which,  in  connection  with  the  Word  of 
God,  he  read  most,  were  'Jay's  Morning  and  Evening  Exer- 
cises,' the  'Life  of  Dr.  Chalmers/  and  'The  Christian 
Philosopher  Triumphant  in  Death7r 
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ANECDOTES  AND  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

CLAY    AT    FIFTEEN. 

Roland  Thomas,  senior  clerk  in  the  office  in  which 
Clay  became  a  copyist,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  has  left  us 
this  description  of  Clay's  appearance  the  day  he  began 
his  work. 

"His  face  was  not  handsome;  his  manners  were  not  en- 
tirely uncouth,  but  it  was  supposed  that  he  was  to  be  the 
butt  of  ridicule.  It  was  soon  seen  however  that  he  had 
a  keen  tongue,  and  the  laughter  was  turned  to  admira- 
tion. He  was  dressed  in  a  new  suit  of  Figginy  (Vir- 
ginia) cloth,  cotton  and  silk  mixed,  complexion  of  pep- 
per and  salt,  with  clean  linen  well  starched,  and  the  tail 
of  his  coat  standing  out  from  his  legs  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  like  that  of  a  dragoon." 

Mr.  Thomas  adds  that  Clay  was  an  earnest  student  at 
night  and  odd  moments;  that  he  never,  at  this  time,  went 
out  at  night  for  pleasure. 

CLAY    AND    BURR. 

Burr  gave  the  following  written  paper  to  Clay  before 
Clay  would  undertake  his  defence  when  he  was  charged 
with  treason,  by  Col.  Daviess,  the  United  States  Attor- 
ney, 1806. 

"He  [Burr]  had  no  design  to  intermeddle  with,  or  dis- 
turb the  tranquility  of  the  United  States,  or  its  territories, 
nor  any  part  of  them.  He  had  neither  issued  nor 
signed,  nor  promised  a  commission,  to  any  person,  for 
any  purpose.  He  did  not  own  a  single  musket,  nor  bay- 
onet, nor  any  single  article  of  military  stores,   nor  did 
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any  other  person  for  him,  by  his  authority  or  knowledge. 
His  views  had  been  explained  to  several  distinguished 
members  of  the  administration,  were  well  understood  and 
approved  by  the  government.  They  were  such  as  every 
man  of  honor,  and  every  good  citizen,  must  approve.  He 
considered  this  declaration  proper  as  well  to  counteract 
the  chimerical  tales  circulated  by  the  malevolence  of  his 
enemies,  as  to  satisfy  Mr.  Clay,  that  he  had  not  become 
the  counsel  of  a  man  in  any  way  unfriendly  to  the  laws, 
the  government,  or  the  well  being  of  his  country." 

J.    Q.    ADAMS. 

The  Aurora  of  1808  contains  an  article  from  which 
The  Reporter  of  Lexington  quotes  the  following  extract. 
It  mirrors  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  as 
they  conceived  the  New  England  Federalist  of  that  day. 

"Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  has  committed  an  offence  inexpi- 
able against  the  friends  of  a  union  between  Gt.  B.  and 
the  eastern  states.  In  order  to  reign  over  the  people  as 
satraps,  there  is  a  faction  in  the  eastern  states  willing  to 
subvert  the  union:  Mr.  Adams  has  had  the  honesty  to 
repel,  resist  and  expose  them;  and  he  is  removed  from 
the  senate.  He  has,  in  his  removal,  the  consolation  of  a 
virtuous  man,  and  the  applause  of  his  country,  while 
those  who  would  betray  their  country  to  the  flagitous  de- 
signs of  Gt.  B.,  already  meet  the  national  execration." 

WAR    OF    l8l 2    IN    NEW   YORK. 

The  New.  York  Evening  Post,  is  quoted  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  of  May  12,  1812,  as  using  this  lan- 
guage in  regard  to  their  position  on  the  War. 
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"Mr.  Clay  and  his  western  brethren  may  make  light 
of  our  cities  being  laid  in  ashes  followed  by  a  flight,  to 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  but  we  shall  take  the  liberty  to 
think  for  ourselves,  as  well  as  to  feel  for  ourselves,  xto  de- 
liberate for  ourselves  and  to  determine  for  ourselves.  We 
tell  them  plainly  that  we  will  not  go  to  war;  we  will  not 
abandon  our  cities;  we  will  not  take  flight  to  the  west- 
ward. And,  now,  let  them  try  their  power  over  us  as 
soon  as  they  please" 

clay's  first  bank   SPEECH. 

The  Argus  of  Western  America,  a  Kentucky  paper, 
quotes  this  comment  from  the  Whig,  on  Clay's  great 
speech  against  the  Bank,  on  Feb.  15,  181 1. 

"Mr.  Clay,  of  'Kentucky,  chained  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  the  crowded  galleries  to  a  speech  of  about 
an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  continuance,  abounding  in 
strong  and  prespicuous  argument,  and  in  stubborn  facts, 
pronounced  in  the  most  natural  and  emphatic  manner. 
Such  a  display  of  forceful  oratory  I  have  never  witnessed 
in  a  legislative  body,  and,  if  I  decline  the  attempt  to  re- 
port from  mere  recollection  an  accurate  sketch  of  this 
matchless  oration;  if  my  memory  was  deluded  to  do  hom- 
age to  my  admiration  the  merit  of  the  speech  will  be 
found  an  ample  excuse  for  my  delinquency." 

FEDERALIST   ESTIMATE   OF  CLAY,    1815. 

The  Examiner  of  Sept.  13,  181 5,  contains  this  esti- 
mate of  Clay.  From  this  article  one  may  form  a  very 
good  idea  of  the  amenities  of  journalism  at  that  time. 

"We  are  at  length  recovered  from  the  fascination  of 
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the  heroic  manners  of  Harry  Clay;  and  we  have  ceased 

to  contemplate  with  enthusiastic  rapture  'the  human  face 
divine]  which  adorns  the  forepart  of  the  head  of  Albert 
Gallatin. 

"Of  Mr.  Clay's  vehemence  in  favor  of  that  war  which 
was  to  establish  the  absolute  intactability  of  neutral  com- 
merce. .  .  little  now  need  be  said.  His  utter  disap- 
pointment in  these  matters,  sufficiently  proves,  that  al- 
though .  he  may  rank  high,  in  the  order  of  bawling  pa- 
triots, he  has  shown  himself  utterly  destitute  of  that  so- 
ber, practical  wisdom, which  distinguishes  the  real  states- 
man from  the  vociferous  demagogue.  .  .  To  him  hotwr 
seemed  to  consist  in  being  an  ambassador;  not  in  being 
consistent  and  inflexible.  .... 

"But  I  cannot  forbear  to  ask  what  mighty  service  this 
gentleman  has  rendered  his  country?  He  was  certainly 
never  so  famous  for  elegant  composition,  as  Stump  Ora- 
tor." [He  states  that]  "a  great  object  of  the  war  has 
been  attained  in  the  firm  e 'stab /is hment  of  the  national 
character.  Is  this  true?  Or  is  it  false?  Federalists! 
Democrats!  On  your  consciences  is  it  true  or  is  it  false? 
...  It  was  reserved  for  Mr.  Clay  to  cap  the  climax  of 
absurdity  and  falsehood,  by  saying  that  the  establish- 
ment of  the  national  character  was  a  great  object  of  the 
war.  The  assertion  is  not  true.  There  is  not  an  idiot 
in  the  country  who  can  be  persuaded  it  is  true.  Mr. 
Clay  knew  it  was  not  true." 

CLAY  AND  LAFAYETTE. 

In  1824  at  the  time  of  L,aFayette's  visit  to  the  United 
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States,   Clay    delivered   trie   welcoming   address  in   the 
House  of  Representatives: 

"The  vain  wish  has  been  sometimes  indulged  that 
Providence  would  allow  the  patriot,  after  death,  to  return 
to  his  own  country,  and  to  contemplate  the  intermediate 
changes  which  had  taken  place — to  view  the  forests 
felled,  the  cities  built,  the  mountains  leveled,  the  canals 
cut,  the  high- ways  constructed,  the  progress  of  the  arts, 
the  advancement  of  learning,  and  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation. General,  your  present  visit  to  the  United  States 
is  a  realization  of  the  consoling  object  of  that  wish. 
You  are  in  the  midst  of  posterity.  Everywhere  you 
must  have  been  struck  with  the  great  changes,  physical 
and  moral,  which  have  occurred  since  you  left  us. 
Even  this  very  city,  bearing  a  venerated  name,  alike  en- 
deared to  you  and  to  us,  has  since  emerged  from  the  for- 
ests which  then  covered  its  site.  In  one  respect  you  find 
us  unaltered,  and  that  is  in  the  sentiment  of  continued 
devotion  to  liberty,  and  of  ardent  affection  and  profound 
gratitude  to  your  departed  friend,  the  Father  of  his  coun- 
try; and  to  you,  and  to  your  illustrious  associates  in 
the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  for  the  multiplied  blessings 
which  surround  us,  and  for  the  very  privilege  of  address- 
ing you,  which  I  now  exercise.  This  sentiment,  now 
fondly  cherished  by  more  than  ten  millions  of  people, 
will  be  transmitted,  with  unabated  vigor,  down  the  tide 
of  time,  through  the  countless  millions  who  are  destined 
to  inhabit  this  continent,  to  the  latest  posterity. " 

CLAY  TO   HIS   NEIGHBORS,     1 829. 

The  following  extract  from  an  address  to  his  coustitu- 
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enis,  in  1829,  when  he  returned  from  Washington,  after 
retiring  from  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State,  shows 
us,  in  part,  at  least,  the  qualities  which  gave  him  such  a 
powerful  hold  on  his  neighbors,  who  were  ever  and  al- 
ways his  friends.  Some  one  has  said  that  the  nearer  one 
got  to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  the  stronger  he  found  the 
hold  that  Clay  had  on  the  people. 

"And  now,  my  friends  and  fellow-citizens,  I  cannot 
part  from  you,  on  possibly  this  last  occasion  of  my  ever 
publicly  addressing  you,  without  reiterating  the  expres- 
sion of  my  thanks  from  a  heart  overflowing  with  grati- 
tude. I  came  among  you,  now  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  an  orphan  boy,  pennyless,  a  stranger  to  you  all, 
without  friends,  without  the  favor  of  the  great.  You 
took  me  up,  cherished  me,  caressed  me,  protected  me, 
honored  me.  You  have  constantly  poured  upon  me  a 
bold  and  unabated  stream  of  innumerable  favors.  Time, 
which  wears  out  everything,  has  increased  and  strength- 
ened your  affection  for  me.  When  I  seemed  deserted  by 
almost  the  whole  world,  and  assailed  by  almost  every 
tongue  and  pen  and  press,  you  have  fearlessly  and  man- 
fully stood  by  me,  with  unsurpassed  zeal  and  undimin- 
ished friendship.  When  I  felt  as  if  I  should  sink  beneath 
the  storm  of  abuse  and  destruction,  which  was  violently 
raging  around  me,  I  have  found  myself  upheld  and  sus- 
tained by  your  encouraging  voices  and  your  approving 
smiles.  I  have  doubtless  committed  many  faults  and  in- 
discretions, over  which  you  have  thrown  the  broad  man- 
tle of  your  charity." 
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DESCRIPTION   OF    CLAY. 

Reverend  Robt.  J.  Breckenridge,  in  an  oration  on  lay-, 
ing  the  corner-stone  of  the  Clay  monument,  at  Lexing- 
ton, gives  this  estimate  of  Clay  and  his  power. 

"It  is  in  the  midst  of  such  progress,  through  such  a 
development,  to  such  a  result,  that  this  man,  confessedly 
so  great  as  an  orator,  a  lawyer,  a  politician,  a  parliamen- 
tary leader,  must  vindicate  to  himself  the  still  higher 
title  of  a  great  statesman.  Two  things  may  be  confi- 
dently asserted  as  the  basis  of  his  claim  to  a  title  so 
august.  The  first  is  that  of  all  the  statesmen  of  his  age, 
he  most  prominently  carved  a  policy  for  his  country;  a 
policy  to  adopt  which,  or  to  reject  which,  made  the  sys- 
tem of  other  statesmen.  .  .  .  From  1811  to  1852.  ...  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  opinion  of  Henry  Clay  was  an 
important  element  in  the  fate  of  every  important  question 
of  national  policy.  The  other  fact  is  still  more  honor- 
able to  his  name,  still  more  conclusive  of  his  true  great- 
ness. To  whatever  cause  we  may  see  fit  to  attribute  ity 
whether  to  his  patriotism,  to  his  justice,  his  sagacity,  his 
love  of  fairness,  his  ambition,  the  fact  is  still  unquestion- 
able, that  of  all  the  statesmen  of  the  day,  he  was  held  by 
the  common  voice  of  mankind  to  be  the  most  impartial/ 
Impartial  in  striving  to  arrange  all  conflicting  interests, 
impartial  in  seeking  to  adjust  all  threatening  difficulties, 
impartial  in  settling  the  boundaries  of  power  and  right, 
impartial  in  his  great  spirit,  in  his  wide  intelligence,  and 
in  his  dauntless  conduct."  .  .  . 

"Honest  in  all  things,  truthful  always;  to  deceive,  to 
prevaricate,  to  act  unfairly — the  refuge  of  base,  timid, 
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and  feeble  natures — no  more  entered  into  his  thoughts 
in  the  high  and  difficult  emergencies  of  life,  than  in  the 
daily  round  of  his  commonest  duties.  His  was  a  fair, 
high,  brave,  upright  nature."  .  .  . 

"There  was  nothing  distorted  about  his  nature — noth- 
ing out  of  sympathy  with  his  times — nothing  that  could 
make  him,  or  any  one  else,  feel  that  he  was  not  a  man 
of  the  very  living  generation.  He  was  not  a  common, 
— on  the  other  hand  he -was  a  grand  specimen,  but  yet 
he  was  a  real  and  faithful  specimen  of  a  man,  of  an 
American,  of  a  Kentuckian." 

CAMPAIGN    SONGS. 

In  1844  the  "National  Clay  Melodist"  was  prepared. 
The  songs  are  the  purest  doggerel,  but  a  few  selections 
will  help  us  to  an  insight  into  the  campaign  of  that  year. 
The  book  was  dedicated  with  the  following  quotation 
from  one  of  Clay's  letters. 

"I  have  wished  the  good  opinion  of  the  world,  but  I 
defy  the  most  malignant  of  my  enemies  to  show  that  I 
have  attempted  to  gain  it  by  any  low  or  groveling  acts, 
by  any  mean  or  unworthy  sacrifice,  by  the  violation  of 
any  of  the  obligations  of  honor  or  by  a  breach  of  any  of 
the  duties  which  I  owed  my  country." 

DID  YOU   EVER   HEAR  OE  THE   FARMER. 

"Did  ever  you  hear  of  the  farmer 

Who  lives  up  in  the  West? 
Of  all  the  men  for  President 

The  wisest  and  the  best, 
To  put  him  in  the  capitol 

We've  found  a  capital  way. 
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Oh!     we'll  sing  a  Harry  Clay  song  by  night, 
And  beat  his  foes  by  day." 

"Come  all,  of  every  station, 

The  rich  as  well  as  poor; 
For  all  the  farmer  had  a  place, 

Who  ever  sought  his  door: 
He  ever  had  an  open  hand, 

Nor  turned  the  poor  away; 
Oh!     we'll  sing  a  Harry  Clay  song  by  night, 

And  beat  his  foes  by  day." 

VAN   CAN'T   COME   IT. 

"When  pumpkins  shall  grow  on  the  top  of  a  steeple, 
And  showers  of  pancakes  shall  fall  with  the  rain; 

When  Benton  and  Tyler  can  humbug  the  people, 
Van  Buren  may  come  back  to  power  again." 


*;When  camels  shall  creep  through  the  eye  of  a  needle. 

And  dunces  confess  themselves  minus  in  brain; 
When  rogues  cannot  cheat  us  nor  parasites  wheedle, 

Van  Buren  may  come  back  to  power  again." 

come!  up  with  the  banner. 

"Come!     up  with  the  banner 

Of  good  Harry  Clay, 
Who  in  peace  and  in  war, 

Was  his  country's  firm  stay; 
Spread  it  wide  to  the  breeze; 

We'er  freemen  who  rear  it; 
And  whate'er  its  fate  be, 

We'll  willingly  share  it. 
We  are  some  of  the  lads  who  in  '40  were  true 

To  the  gallant  Old  Hero  of  Tippecanoe." 

"For  cute  Van  and  Calhoun, 

We  care  little  or  nought; 
They  spread  their  own  snares, 

And  in  these  they  are  caught, 
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They're  for  tariff — no  tariff, 

This,  that  thing,  and  t'other, 
And  so  much,  and  nothing, 

That  they  honest  men  bother, 
We  are  some  of  the  lads,  &c." 

clay's  EARLY  VIEWS  ON  SLAVERY. 

I  cannot  get  any  absolute  proof  that  the  following  let- 
ter in  the  Kentucky  Gazette  of  April  25,  1798,  is  Clay's, 
as  it  is  signed  "Scaevola,"  yet  I  am  morally  certain  of  it. 

It  is  an  appeal  to  the  voters  of  Kentucky  to  send  dele- 
gates to  the  Constitutional  Convention  favorable  to  the 
views  set  forth  in  it.  After  discussing  at  some  length 
the  need  of  a  general  revision  of  the  Constitution  he 
says: — 

"It  is  not  however  true  that  the  people  of  Kentucky 
are  contented  and  happy  under  the  present  government. 
The  vote  of  so  large  a  number  in  favor  of  a  convention 
at  the  last  election,  and  the  present  stir  in  the  country, 
prove  the  contrary.  Can  any  humane  man  be  happy 
and  contented  when  he  sees  nearly  thirty  thousand  of 
his  fellow  beings  around  him,  deprived  of  all  the  rights 
which  make  life  desirable,  transferred  like  cattle  from 
the  possession  of  one  to  another;  when  he  sees  the  trem- 
bling slave  under  the  hammer,  surrounded  by  a  number 
of  eager  purchasers,  and  feeling  all  the  emotions  which 
arise  when  one  is  uncertain  into  whose  tyrannical  hands 
he  must  next  fall;  when  he  beholds  the  anguish  and 
hears  the  piercing  cries  of  husbands  separated  from  wives 
and  children  from  parents;  when  in  a  word,  all  the  ten- 
der and  endearing  ties  of  nature  are  broken  assunder  and 
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disregarded;  and  when  he  reflects  that  no  gradual  mode 
of  emancipation  is  adopted  either  for  those  slaves  or  for 
their  posterity,  doubling  their  numbers  every  twenty-five 
years.  To  suppose  the  people  of  Kentucky,  enthusiasts 
as  they  are  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  could  be  contented 
and  happy  under  circumstances  like  these,  would  be  in- 
sulting their  good  sense 

"In  addition  to  other  misrepresentations  to  which  the 
enemies  to  a  convention,  dispairing  of  success  by  a  fair 
mode  of  reasoning,  have  had  recourse,  they  have  ad- 
dressed themselves  insidiously  to  the  fears  of  the  slave- 
holders, and  held  out  as  the  object  of  the  friends  to  the 
constitution  are  immediate  and  unqualified  liberation  of 
the  slaves.  However  just  such  a  measure  might  be,  it 
certainly  has  never  been  the  intention  of  any  one  to  at- 
tempt it;  and  the  only  motive  in  ascribing  it  to  them 
has  been  to  awaken  the  prejudices,  and  to  mislead  the 
judgment  of  the  public.  But  it  is  the  wish  of  some  of 
them  that  a  gradual  emancipation  should  be  adopted. 
All  America  acknowledges  the  existence  of  slavery  to  be 
an  evil,  which  while  it  deprives  the  slave  of  the  best 
gift  of  heaven,  in  the  end  injures  the  master  too,  by  lay- 
ing waste  his  land,  enabling  him  to  live  indolently,  and 
thus  contracting  all  the  vices  generated  by  a  state  of  idle- 
ness. If  it  be  this  enormous  evil,  the  sooner  we  attempt 
its  destruction  the  better.  It  is  a  subject  that  has  been 
so  generally  canvassed  by  the  public,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  repeat  all  the  reasons  which  urge  to  a  conven- 
tional interference.  It  is  sufficient  that  we  are  satisfied 
of  this  much,  that  the  article  prohibiting  the  legislature 
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from  making  any  provision  for  it  [emancipation]  should 
be  expunged,  and  another  introduced  either  applying  the 
remedy  itself,  or  authorizing  the  legislature  at  any  sub- 
sequent period  to  do  it. 

There  can  be  no  danger  in  vesting  this  power  in 
them,  and  there  will  be  a  number  of  them  who  will 
themselves  hold  slaves.  The  legislature  of  Virginia 
possesses  this  power  without  abusing  it." 

In  the  last  part  of  the  article  "Scaevola"  argued  that  a 
state  senate  was  a  useless  body,  hence  he  proposed  that 
the  new  convention  should  provide  for  only  one  house 
in  the  legislature. 

clay's  DUELS. 

In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  times  Clay 
fought  in  two  duels,  and  was  ready  for  at  least  two  more 
which  were  finally  amicably  arranged  by  mutual  friends 
of  the  parties. 

The  first  duel  was  fought  with  Humphrey  Marshall 
early  in  1809.  The  following  extracts  from  The  Re- 
porter, a  Lexington,  Kentucky,  newspaper  give  us  a  viv- 
id picture  of  the  condition  of  the  times. 

General  Riffe  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  House 
of  Representatives,  when  Marshall  gave  the  insult. 
Clay  resented  it  on  the  spot,  and  attempted  to  attack 
Marshall,  "but  Rifle  who  sat  between  them,  a  tall  muscu- 
lar man,  seized  each  with  one  hand,  and  held  them 
appart,  saying  earnestly,  'Come  poys,  no  fighting  here,  I 
whips  you  poth.'  "  Jan.  4,  1809  Clay  sent  tne  following 
letter: 
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"H.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Present, 

Sir:  After  the  occurrences  in  the  house  of  representatives  on 
this  day,  the  receipt  of  this  note  will  excite  with  you  no  surprise.  I 
hope  on  my  part  I  shall  not  be  disappointed  in  the  execution  of  the 
pledge  you  gave  on  that  occasion,  and  in  your  disclaimer  of  the  char- 
acter attributed  to  you.  To  enable  you  to  fulfill  these  reasonable  and 
just  expectations,  my  friend  Major  Campbell  is  authorized  by  me  to 
adjust  the  ceremonies  proper  to  the  observed. 
I  am,  sir,  yours  &c, 

Henry  Clay." 
On  the  same  day  the  following  reply  was  sent. 
"H.  Clay,  Esq.,  Frankfort, 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  was  handed  me  by  Major  Campbell. 
The  object  is  understood;  and  without  designing  to  notice  the  insinu- 
ation it  contains  as  to  character,  the  necessary  arrangements  are,  on 
my  part,  submitted  to  my  friend,  Col.  Moore, 

Yours  &c, 

H.  Marshall." 

These  rules  were  agreed  upon  to  be  observed  by  Clay 
and  Marshall  on  the  duelling  ground: — 

1.  "Each  gentleman  will  take  his  station  at  ten  paces  distant 
from  the  other,  and  will  stand  as  may  suit  his  choice,  with  his  arms 
hanging-  down,  and  after  the  words,  Attention!  Fire!  being  given 
both  may  fire  at  their  leisure. 

2.  "A  snap  or  flash  shall  be  equivalent  to  a  fire. 

3.  "If  one  should  fire  before  the  other,  he  who  fires  first,  shall 
stand  in  the  position  in  which  he  was  when  he  fired,  except  that  he 
may  let  his  arms  fall  down  by  his  side. 

4.  "A  violation  of  the  above  rules  by  either  of  the  parties  (acci- 
dents excepted)  shall  subject  the  offender  to  instant  death. 

John  B.  Campbell. 
James  F.  Moore." 

Three  shots  were  fired.  Marshall  was  slightly  wounded 

on  the  first,  and  Clay  somewhat  severely  on  the  third 

fire.     The  seconds  in  their  "official"  report  note  that 

Clay  'insisted  on  another  fire  very  ardently." 
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As  the  duel  arose  over  a  debate  concerning  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  it  has  been  said  that  Clay  "fought 
and  bled"  for  the  idea  which  dominated  so  much  of  his 
thinking. 

In  181 2  Randolph  accused  Clay  of  unfairness  in  his 
actions  as  Speaker,  and  became  very  violent  in  his  lan- 
guage. In  reply  to  a  letter,  Langdon  Chens  wrote  to 
Clay  as  follows: 

"You  ask  me  'what  notice  you  ought  to  take  of  Randolph's  reply?' 
Certainly  none,  none  whatever.  ...  I  think  as  the  question  stands, 
you  have  entirely  the  advantage  of  the  argmnent;  and  I  think  you 
would  egregiously  err,  as  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
(it  would  be  entirely  different  were  it  a  question  between  Mr.  Clay 
and  Mr.  Randolph)  to  put  it  on  any  other  footing  than^that  of  argu- 
ment. ... 

"I  have  not  a  doubt  of  your  willingness  to  put  the  question  per- 
sonally on  any  footing  whatever,  that  might  be  deemed  proper.  But 
any  such  notice  of  it  on  your  part  would  be  most  inexcusably  wrong." 

One  is  happy  to  add  that  Clay  followed  the  advice 
given,  and  it  was  not  until'  1825  that  ^ne  Clay-Randolph 
duel  took  place.  At  that  time  Randolph  said  of  the  po- 
litical alliance  of  Adams  and  Clay  that  it  was  the  "Union 
of  the  Puritan  and  the  Blackleg,  &c."  For  this  Clay 
issued  a  challenge  for  which  he  ever  after  expressed  con- 
trition. 

There  are  varying  accounts  of  this  duel.  Gen.  James 
Hamilton,  Randolph's  second,  states  that  Randolph  fired 
in  the  air,  and  not  at  Clay.  He  says: — "On  the  word 
being  given,  Mr.  Clay  fired  without  effect,  Mr.  Randolph 
discharging  his  pistol  in  the  air.  The  moment  Mr.  Clay 
saw  that  Mr.  Randolph  had  thrown  away  his  fire,  with  a 
gush  of  sensibility,  he  instantly  approached  Randolph 
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and  said,  with  an  emotion  I  can  never  forget — 'I  trnst  in 
God,  my  dear  Sir,  you  are  untouched;  after  what  has  oc- 
curred I  would  not  have  harmed  you  for  a  thousand 
worlds.'  "  Mr.  Randolph  had  beforehand  communicated 
to  his  second  his  intention  "not  to  return  Mr.  Clay's  fire; 
nothing  shall  induce  me  to  harm  a  hair  of  his  head.  I 
will  not  make  his  wife  a  widow,  nor  his  children  or- 
phans. Their  tears 
would  be  shed  over 
his  grave;  but  when 
the  sod  of  Virginia 
rests  on  my  bosom, 
there  is  not,  in  this 
wide  world,  one  in- 
dividual to  pay  this 
tribute  upon  mine."  ■ 
In  1853,  Gen.  Jes- 
up,  who  had  been 
Clay's  second,  in  a 
letter  to  Clay's  son,  James,  gives  a  somewhat  different 
version.  He  states  that  Randolph  shot  at  Clay  the  first 
round,  and  threw  away  his  second  shot.  Randolph's 
pistol  went  off  accidently  before  the  command  had  been 
given.  For  that  reason  Gen.  Jesup  makes  Randolph 
speak  and  act  as  follows:  "  'Mr.  Clay,  I  came  upon  the 
ground  determined  not  to  fire  at  you,  but  the  unfortunate 
discharge  of  my  pistol,  .  .  .  for  a  moment  changed  my 
mind.'  They  sprang  forward  as  if  by  a  common  im- 
pulse, and  grasped  each  other  by  the  hand,  each  express- 
ing the  pleasure  he  felt  that  the  other  was  unhurt." 


John  Randolph. 
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Clay  in  his  private  letters  condemned  himself,  his  acts, 
and  the  custom.  In  his  later  years  he  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  his  professions. 

CLAY   AND   THE   PEOPLE. 

Henry  Clay  was  a  great  admirer  of  crowds.  Webster, 
Benton  or  Calhoun  would  cross  the  street  to  avoid  one, 
but  Clay  would  cross  the  street  to  meet  one  or  mingle 
with  one.  He  seemed  to  be  personally  acquainted  with 
every  one,  and  he  seemed  to  act  as  if  every  one  knew 
him.  Congressman  Wentworth  says  "Seldom  did  any 
body  of  men  come  out  in  the  evening  with  a  musical 
band  that  Mr.  Clay  was  not  serenaded,  and  he  was  ready 
for  a  short  speech  to  send  the  men  home  with  a  hurrah. 
I  never  knew  men  with  a  band  of  music  to  call  on  any 
one  of  the  others." 

The  people  of  the  whole  country  seemed  to  take  de- 
light in  sending  Mr.  Clay  articles  of  all  kinds  for  food 
and  drink.  The  proprietor  of  the  National  Hotel  where 
he  roomed  used  to  exhibit  to  strangers  what  he  called 
Mr.  Clay's  store-room.  In  it  was  game  of  all  kinds, 
fruits  and  wines.  From  these  stores  he  would  often  sup- 
ply not  only  the  table  of  his  own  guests,  but  also  the  ta- 
ble of  the  guests  of  the  hotel.  On  one  occasion  it  is  re- 
corded by  Mr.  Wentworth  that  wine  from  Cincinnati  was 
passed  around,  and  as  it  went  from  guest  to  guest  Mr. 
Clay  discoursed  of  the  need  of  protection  so  that  the 
home  industry  might  be  built  up.  "Persons  who  had 
never  heard  Mr.  Clay  before,  became  so  infatuated*  with 
the  earnestness  and  eloquence  of  his  language,  that  they 
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moved  their  chairs  to  him,  and  the  crowd  became  so 
dense  around  him,  that  he  suggested  an  adjournment  to 
the  ladies  parlor,  where  he  held  a  levee  for  about  an  hour, 
and  no  free-trader  cared  to  mar  the  harmony  of  the  occa- 
sion." It  was  Clay's  custom  to  spend  an  hour  or  more  af- 
ter dinner  in  the  ladies'  parlor  in  meeting  his  friends,  and 
in  making  more  friends. 

Clay  as  every  one  knows,  was  at  his  best  as  a  compro- 
miser. Most  great  orators  have  made  their  fame  in  advo- 
cating radical  causes.  Clay  on  the  other  hand  was  the 
orator  of  conservatism.  It  was  in  pleading  for  the  Union, 
in  urging  compromise  that  many  if  not  most,  of  his  great 
speeches  were  uttered.  The  following  incident  is  told  of 
him  in  connection  with  the  great  conflict  of  1849-50. 
The  narrator  says:  "After  one  of  his  days  of  severe  con- 
flict, he  took  his  seat  at  the  table  without  saying  a  word 
to  one  of  us.  Senator  Berrien  said:  'Mr.  Clay  why  don't 
you  speak.  Are  you  angry  at  everybody?'  'That  is 
just  it,'  says  Mr.  Clay;  'I  cannot  say  that  I  am  angry  at 
any  one  in  particular.  I  think  I  am  angry  at  every  one. 
Here  is  our  country  on  the  very  verge  of  civil  war,  which 
every  one  pretends  to  be  anxious  to  avoid,  yet  everyone 
wants -his  own  way,  irrespective  of  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  others.'  Then  turning  to  us  he  said  'Come 
gentlemen,  go  to  my  parlor  after  dinner,  and  let  me  lock 
you  in,  and  I  remaining  outside,  will  agree  to  present 
any  plan  of  conciliation  you  may  agree  upon,  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  advocate  it.'"  About  this  time  a  committee  of 
New  England  manufacturers  approached  him  with  ref- 
erence to  the  tariff.     Before  all  he  broke  out:  "Don't  talk 
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to  me  about  the  tariff  when  it  is  doubtful  whether  we 
have  a  country.  Go  and  see  your  Massachusetts  dele- 
gation and  urge  them  to  lay  aside  their  sectional  jealous- 
ies, to  cease  exasperating  the  South,  and  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  peace.  Save  your  country  and  then  talk  about 
your  tariff. " 

QUOTATIONS. 

These  anecdotes  of  Clay  are  taken  from  Winthop's 
"Recollections  of  Clay."  "With  a  rich  and  ready  com- 
mand of  language  of  his  own,  he  was  an  infrequent 
quoter  of  other  men's  thoughts  or  words,  and  certainly 
no  accumulator  of  elegant  extracts  for  the  adornment  of 
his  speeches.  Indeed  he  was  proverbial  for  blundering 
over  even  the  most  familiar  quotations  from  Shakespeare. 
The  late  George  Evans,  one  of  the  ablest  Senators  ever 
sent  to  Washington  by  a  state  which  may  boast  of  a 
Peleg  Sprague  and  a  William  Pitt  Fessenden  [Maine]  . . 
used  to  tell  more  than  one  amusing  story  of  Mr.  Clay's 
efforts  in  this  line.  'What  is  it,'  said  Clay  to  him  one 
day,  'that  Shakespeare  says  about  a  rose  smelling  as 
sweet  &c.  Write  me  down  those  lines;  and  be  sure  you 
get  them  exactly  right,  and  let  them  be  in  a  large  legi- 
ble hand.'  And  so  Mr.  Evans  having  verified  his  mem- 
ory, at  Clay's  request,  by  a  resort  to  the  Congressional 
Library,  and  having  laid  the  lines  in  plain,  bold  letters 
on  Mr.  Clay's  desk, — 

'What's  in  a  name?    That  which  we  call  a  rose, 

By  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet' 

awaited  the  result.     As  the  great  statesman  approached 

that  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he  was  to  apply  them, 
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there  was  an  evident  embarrassment.  He  fnmbled  over 
his  notes  for  a  while,  then  grasped  the  little  copy  with  a 
nervous  effort,  and  at  last  ejaculated  in  despair,  (A  rose 
will  smell  the  same,  call  it  what  you  will.'  " 

"On  another  occasion  he  had  fortified  himself  by  re- 
calling the  exclamation  of  Hamlet,  'Let  the  galled  jade 
wince,' — but  it  was  only  after  saying  'unhung'  and  'un- 
strung' that  on  the  third  attempt,  and  by  the  prompting 
of  a  friend,  he  made  the  Senate  Chamber  ring  with  the 
true  words,  'our  withers  are  unwrung.'  " 

CLAY   ON   THE   CHARGE   OF   CORRUPTION. 

Clay  wrote  the  following  letter  to  a  member  of  the 

Virginia  legislature  in  regard  to  the  charge  of  corruption 

in  1825. 

Washington,  February  4,  1825. 
"My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  received,  and  read,  with  all  the  attention 
due  to  our  ancient  and  unbroken  friendship,  your  letter  of  the  2nd  in- 
stant. You  state,  that  the  conviction  has  been  forced  upon  the  Rich- 
mond public,  by  the  papers  which  are  daily  received  from  this  city, 
that  I  have  gone  over  to  the  party  of  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  view  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  his  cabinet.  Do  you  believe  it?  Then  you  ought  not 
to  respect  me.  Do  you  wish  me  to  deny  it?  Then  you  cannot  respect 
me.  What  do  you  desire?  That  I  shall  vote  for  Mr.  Crawford?  / 
can  not;  for  General  Jackson — I  will  not.  I  shall  pursue  the  course, 
which  my  conscience  dictates,  regardless  of  all  imputations,  and  all 
consequences.  I  love  the  state  which  gave  me  birth,  more  than  she 
loves  me.  Personally,  I  would  make  any  sacrifice  to  evince  this  at- 
tachment. But  I  have  public  duties  to  perform,  which  comprehend  a 
consideration  of  her  peculiar  interests  and  wishes,  and  those  of  the 
rest  of  the  confederacy.  Those  I  shall  perform.  In  doing  so,  I  may 
incur,  unfortunately,  her  displeasure.  Be  it  so.  I  cannot  help  it.  The 
quiet  of  my  conscience  is  of  more  importance  to  me,  than  the  good 
opinion  of  even  Virginia,  highly  as  I  do,  and  ever  must,  respect  it. 

Your  faithful  friend,        H.  Claycm 
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THE  STORY  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

FOR   A   SCHOOL  OR   CLUB    PROGRAMME. 

Kach  numbered  paragraph  is  to  be  given  to  a  pupil  or 
member  to  read,  or  to  recite,  in  a  clear,  distinct  tone. 

If  the  school  or  club  is  small,  each  person  may  take 
three  or  four  paragraphs,  but  should  not  be  required  to 
recite  them  in  succession. 

1.  The  "Great  American  Commoner,"  Henry  Clay,  was  born  in 
Hanover  County,  Virginia,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1777. 

2.  He  came  into  the  world  during  one  of  the  most  memorable 
periods  in  its  history, — the  time  when  his  native  land  was  struggling 
to  achieve  her  liberties  and  win  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 

3.  His  father  Rev.  Charles  Clay  was  a  highly  esteemed  Baptist 
minister  who  officiated  with  great  acceptance  in  that  region  of  the 
country  to  which  the  name  "Slashes"  was  given  on  account  of  the  low 
and  marshy  nature  of  the  soil. 

4.  From  this  circumstance  Henry  Clay  was  frequently  called  "The 
Mill-boy  of  the  Slashes." 

5.  Henry's  father  had  a  long  struggle  with  poverty  until  1781  when 
he  died,  leaving  a  small  and  encumbered  property  to  his  widow  and 
seven  children;  of  these  Henry  was  the  fifth,  and  although  a  bright, 
cheerful  and  intelligent  lad  he  gave  no  special  indication  of  superior 
ability. 

6.  The  only  school  he  ever  attended  was  one  of  the  old  "field 
schools"  of  the  country.  This  was  taught  by_  an  Englishman,  who 
was  a  good  natured  man,  but  not  always  a  strict  observer  of  temper- 
ance. 

7.  Henry  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  to  cipher  as  far  as  Prac- 
tice. 

8.  This  was  the  only  school  he  ever  attended.  He  often  regretted 
in  after  life,  when  sometimes  taunted  with  his  imperfect  education,that 
he  could  not  have  enjoyed  greater  privileges. 

9.  He  assisted  his  widowed  mother  in  cultivating  the  farm  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  was  then  procured  a  situation  in  a 
drug  store  in  Richmond,  where  he  served  as  errand  boy  and  clerk  of 
all  work  for  a  year. 

10.  His  mother  married  Mr.  Henry  Watkins  in  1792  and  removed 
to  Kentucky.      Henry  obtained  through   Mr.  Watkin's  influence  a 
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place  as  copying  clerk  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Peter  Tinsley,  clerk  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery. 

ii.  At  this  time  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of-  age  "very  tall,  very 
slender,  very  awkward"  and  not  remarkably  handsome. 

12.  He  was  dressed  in  a  very  peculiar  manner  with  his  shirt  col- 
lar, stiffly  starched,  and  his  coat  tails  standing  out  boldly  behind  him. 

13.  The  young  City  clerks  were  tempted  at  first  to  make  sport  of 
this  gawky  country  boy  but  they  quickly  found  that  it  would  not  be  to 
their  advantage  to  do  so. 

14.  He  applied  himself  faithfully  to  his  duties  and  devoted  all  his 
leisure  time  to  reading  and  study. 

15.  Chancellor  Wythe  one  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  of  America 
chose  young  Clay  for  a  copyist  on  account  of  the  neatness  of  his  hand- 
writing. • 

16.  For  four  years  Henry  regularly  copied  the  Chancellor's  de- 
cisions which  were  among  the  clearest  and  best  ever  given  from  the 
judicial  bench.  Between  the  Chancellor  and  the  young  man  an  affect- 
ionate relation  soon  existed. 

17.  A  debating  society  which  had  been  established  in  Richmond 
gave  Clay  the  opportunity  to  display  his  oratorical  powers. 

18.  He  assiduously  cultivated  the  wonderfully  melodious  voice 
with  which  he  had  been  gifted  and  soon  became  the  best  speaker  the 
Society  contained. 

19.  He  said  in  after  years,  "I  made  it  a  habit  at  this  period  of  my 
life  to  read  daily  in  some  work  of  history  or  science  and  then  to  retire 
to  some  solitary  place  and  declaim  the  substance  of  what  I  had  read. 

20.  "It  is  to  this  early  practice  of  the  art  of  all  arts  that  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  primary  and  leading  impulses  that  stimulated  my  pro- 
gress and  have  shaped  and  molded  my  entire  destiny." 

21.  In  November  1797  before  he  had  completed  his  twenty-first 
year  he  was  licensed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  practice  law. 

22.  He  immediately  went  to  Lexington,  at  that  time  the  capital  of 
the  new  state  of  Kentucky,  although  but  a  small  village  of  about  fifty 
houses. 

23.  His  success  was  rapid  and  very  great.  With  it  his  personal 
popularity  continually  increased.  His  thrilling  eloquence  frequently 
won  for  him  enthusiastic  ovations. 

24.  In  April  1799  he  married  Miss  Lucretia  Hart,  the  daughter  of 
Colonel  Thomas  Hart,  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Kentucky.    He  lived  happily  with  her  for  fifty-three  years. 

25.  Mrs.  Clay  was  a  skilful  manager  of  her  husband's  household, 
and  by  her  domestic  ability  greatly  assisted  him  in  procuring  a  com- 
petency for  his  family.    She  survived  him  several  years. 

26.  In  1798  Mr.  Clay  made  earnest  efforts  for  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery  in  Kentucky,  but  was  not  successful. 
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27.  He  afterwards  declared  when  he  had  reached  the  zenith  of 
his  fame  and  was  opposing  the  nullification  schemes  of  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, that  among  the  proudest  memories  of  his  life  was  the  effort  he 
had  made  at  the  very  outset  of  his  career,  to  free  Kentucky  from  the 
curse  of  slavery. 

-  28.  In  1803  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky.  While 
serving  as  a  member  he  defended  Aaron  Burr,  who  was  charged  with 
treason.  Burr  made  Mr.  Clay  believe  that  he  was  innocent  of  the 
crime!  But  when  the  real  facts  were  subsequently  made  known  to 
Mr.  Clay,  he  would  not  speak  to  Burr  when  he  afterwards  met  him. 

29.  In  1806  Mr.  Clay  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  one  of  the  Kentucky  senators.  During 
this  term  he  began  his  career  as  an  advocate  of  the  protection  of 
American  interests  by  the  general  Government. 

30.  His  term  having  expired  in  1807,  he  returned  home  and  being 
elected  to  the  lower  House  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature  was  chosen 
its  Speaker. 

31.  While  thus  serving  he  had  a  political  dispute  with  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey Marshall.  Mr.  Clay  was  a  supporter  of  President  Jefferson's 
policy  and  Mr.  Marshall  was  an  ardent  Federalist. 

32.  According  to  the  foolish  custom  of  the  time  a  duel  was  fought 
by  the  two  men  in  which  both  were  wounded. 

33.  Mr.  Clay  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
in  1809  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  of  two  years. 

34.  Upon  his  retirement  from  the  Senate  he  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  Lexington  District,  in 
181 1,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  House  was  chosen  Speaker. 

35.  Mainly  through  the  eloquence  and  energy  of  Mr.  Clay  the  war 
of  181 2  was  declared.  President  Madison  proposed  to  make  Mr.  Clay 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army,  when  the  first  year  of  the  war 
seemed  to  end  in  disaster. 

36.  The  purpose  of  the  President  was  changed,  when  Mr.  Gallatin 
asked  him  the  important  question.  "If  Mr.  Clay  goes  to  the  army 
what  shall  we  do  without  him  in  the  House  of  Representatives?" 

37.  In  1813  he  was  re-elected  Speaker.  But  on  Jan.  19,  1814  he 
resigned  the  position  to  serve  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  meet  at 
Ghent  in  Belguim,  with  those  appointed  by  Great  Britain. 

38.  Mr.  Clay  rendered  signal  service  to  his  country  by  steadily 
refusing  to  concede  to  England  the  point  which  she  urgently  de- 
manded, to  have  the  right  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
river. 

39.  From  Ghent  he  went  to  Paris,  and  thence  to  London  with  Adams 
and  Gallatin  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

40.  After  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  tendered  by 
President  Madison  the  Mission  to  Russia  and  a  place  in  his  Cabinet, 
but  each  offer  was  declined. 
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41.  In  1815  he  was  again  elected  to  the  National  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  chosen  speaker.' 

42.  He  was  re-elected  in  1817  and,  again  in  1819  and  was  chosen 
speaker  on  both  occasions:  while  thus  serving  he  was  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  Republics 
of  South  America. 

43.  He  took  a  most  prominent  part  in  1820  and  1821  in  the  famous 
controversy  between  the  North  and  the  South  on  the  slavery  question, 
which  arose  concerning  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  slave  state. 

44.  He  brought  about  by  almost  superhuman  efforts  what  is  known 
as  "The  Missouri  Compromise,"  and  for  these  efforts  he  received  gen- 
eral praise  as  "The  great  pacificator." 

45.  After  the  adjournment  of  Congress  Mr.  Clay  retired  to  pri- 
vate life,  intending  to  devote  himself  to  his  legal  practice. 

46.  But  he  was  again  returned  in  1823  and  was  chosen  Speaker  by 
an  overwhelming  majority. 

47.  He  joined  with  Webster  and  others  to  procure  the  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  Greece,  and  delivered  a  thrilling  speech  in 
behalf  of  that  ill-fated  country. 

48.  In  1824  he  welcomed  Lafayette  as  Speaker  to  Washington 
making  an  address  of  remarkable  beauty  and  power. 

49.  In  1824  Mr.  Clay  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  His  opponents  were  Andrew  Jackson,  John  Quincy 
Adams  and  William  H.  Crawford. 

50.  As  none  had  received  a  majority  of  the  electoral  votes,  the 
election  devolved  upon  the  House  of  Representatives. 

51.  Mr.  Clay  stood  fourth  in  the  number  of  electoral  votes  re- 
ceived and  was  therefore  excluded  from  the  choice. 

52.  Had  he  received  in  addition  to  the  thirty-seven  votes  given 
him,  eight  more  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  from  New  York,  he 
would  have  been  the  third  candidate  and  would  have  gone  before  the 
House. 

53.  In  such  an  event  there  would  not  have  been  the  least  doubt 
of  the  result,  for  he  would  have  been  elected  by  a  large  majority  to 
the  Presidential  chair.  On  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Clay  became 
Secretary  of  State.  The  friends  of  General  Jackson  denounced  him 
for  supporting  Mr.  Adams  in  the  election  by  the  House  of  President, 
and  for  taking  office  under  him. 

54.  John  Randolph  called  Mr.  Clay's  espousal  of  Mr.  Adams,  as 
"the  coalition  of  Puritan  with  black  leg."  As  he  would  not  recall  the 
odious  and  unjust  comparison,  Mr.  Clay  challenged  him  to  a  duel. 

55.  The  meeting  took  place  on  the  8th  of  April  1826.  Two  shots 
were  exchanged,  but  to  the  great  joy  of  all  concerned  neither  was  in- 
jured.   Some  years  afterwards  the  two  men  were  reconciled. 

56.  As  Secretary  of  State  Mr.  Clay  added  greatly  to  his  reputation 
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as  a  statesman,  winning  the  admiration  of  all  who  loved  the  prosperity 
of  the  American  people. 

57.  When  General  Jackson  became  President  he  showed  decided 
hostility  to  Mr.  Clay  who  had  returned  to  private  life.  The  appoint- 
ments and  removals  which  he  made  were  all  seemingly  aimed  at 
Mr.  Clay. 

58.  This  compelled  the  retired  statesman  to  take  up  office  once 
more,  and  Mr.  Clay  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by 
a  handsome  majority. 

_  59.  Mr.  Clay,  while  Senator,  in  order  to  carry  measures  through 
which  he  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the  peace  of  the  country  had  to 
break  with  his  old  political  friends. 

60.  He  was  told  that  in  doing  so  he  would  endanger  his  chances 
for  the  Presidency.  He  made  the  immortal  reply.  "I  would  rather 
be  right  than  be  President." 

61.  In  1832  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  for  President  but  was 
overwhelmingly  defeated. 

62.  In  the  Autumn  of  1836  Mr.  Clay  was  elected  President  of  the 
Colonization  Society. 

63.  On  the  31st  of  March  1842  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate, 
and  in  1844  was  again  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency  but  was 
defeated. 

64.  In  1849  Mr.  Clay  addressed  a  long  letter  to  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky urging  them  to  provide  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in 
that  state.    The  proposition  however  was  rejected. 

65.  In  the  same  year,  1849,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  the  full  term  of  six  years. 

66.  During  this  session  of  Congress  he  addressed  the  Senate  sev- 
enty times.  He  was  often  so  sick  and  feeble  that  even  with  assistance 
he  could  scarcely  reach  his  seat. 

67.  His  last  efforts  for  the  Compromise  Measures  which  were  so 
near  to  his  heart  were  crowned  with  success.  He  considered  their 
passage  the  culminating  glory  of  his  life. 

68.  With  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  whole  country  he  came 
to  the  close  of  his  unique  and  eventful  career. 

69.  He  still  continued  to  hold  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  although  his 
rapidly  failing  health  prevented  active  participation  in  its  duties. 

70.  On  the  29th  of  June  1852  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-five  years 
he  breathed  his  last  breath  at  Washington,  where  he  was  honored  with 
a  public  funeral. 

71.  No  one  can  fully  describe  the  exquisite  grace  of  Mr.  Clay's 
gestures  the  melodious  tones  of  his  matchless  voice,  "and  the  interior 
look  of  his  eyes — as  if  he  were  rather  spoken/rom  than  speaking." 

72.  His  eloquence  was  absolutely  intangible  to  delineation.  The 
most  labored  and  thrilling  description  could  not  embrace  it. 
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73.  During  his  long  public  life  he  enchanted  millions  and  no  one 
could  tell  how  he  did  it.    He  was  an  orator  by  nature. 

74.  "The  clear  conception,  the  high  purpose,  the  firm  resolve,  the 
dauntless  spirit,  speaking  on  the  tongue,  beaming  from  the  eye,  in- 
forming every  feature,  and  urging  the  whole  man  onward,  right  on- 
ward to  his  object,"  this  was  the  eloquence  of  Henry  Clay. 

75.  One  who  heard  a  magnificent  address  of  his  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  thus  describes  him. 

j6.  "Every  muscle  of  the  orator's  face  was  at  work.  His  whole 
body  seemed  agitated,  as  if  each  part  was  instinct  with  a  separate  life; 
and  his  small  white  hand  with  its  blue  veins  apparently  distended  al- 
most to  bursting,  moved  gracefully,  but  with  all  the  energy  of  rapid 
and  vehement  gesture. 

yy.  "The  appearance  of  the  speaker  seemed  that  of  a  fine  intellect, 
wrought  up  to  its  mightiest  energies,  and  brightly  shining  through  the 
thin  and  transparent  veil  of  flesh  that  invested  it." 

78.  Towards  the  close  of  life  he  said:  "If  the  days  of  my  useful- 
ness, as  I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear,  be  indeed  passed,  I  desire  not 
to  linger  an  impotent  spectator  of  the  oft  scanned  field  of  life. 

79.  "I  have  never  looked  upon  old  age,  deprived  of  the  faculty  of 
enjoyment,  of  intellectual  perceptions  and  energies,  with  any  sym- 
pathy.   For  such  I  think  the  day  of  fate  cannot  come  too  soon." 

80.  The  approach  of  the  destroyer  had  no  terrors  for  him.  No 
clouds  overhung  his  future.  He  met  his  end  with  composure,  and  his 
pathway  to  the  grave  was  lighted  by  the  immortal  hopes  which  spring 
from  the  Christian  faith. 

81.  "Mr.  Clay's  countenance,  immediately  after  death,  looked  like 
an  antique  cast.  His  features  seemed  to  be  perfectly  classical;  and 
the  repose  of  all  the  muscles  gave  the  lifeless  body  a  quiet  majesty 
seldom  reached  by  living  human  being." 

82.  The  mortal  remains  of  this  most  versatile  and  eloquent  of 
American  statesman  were  laid  away  to  rest,  not  in  Washington,  but 
at  his  last  request,  in  his  own  family  vault,  in  his  beloved  Keutucky, 
by  the  side  of  his  relations  and  friends. 


PROGRAMME  FOR  A  HENRY  CLAY  ENTERTAINMENT. 

1.  Vocal  Solo — "A  Thousand  Years  My  Own  Columbia." 

2.  Essay — Henry  Clay  as  an  American  Protectionist. 

3.  Paper — Henry  Clay  as  an  Orator. 

4.  Instrumental  Music. 

5.  Essay — The  Missouri  Compromise. 

6.  Paper — Henry  Clay  as  Candidate  Several  Times  for  the  Presi 
dency. 

7.  Vocal  Music— "The  Sword  of  Bunker  Hill." 
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8.  Anecdotes  of  Henry  Clay. 

9.  Essay  or  Address — Henry   Clay's    Relations    to   Presidents 
Madison,  Monroe  and  John  Quincy  Adams. 

10.     Music — Instrumental. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  REVIEW. 

What  two  general  principles  help  to  determine  a  mans  charac- 
ter? Point  out some  illustration  in  your  own  history.  How  much  do 
we  know  about  Clay 's  early  years?  Why  do  we  have  so  little  infor- 
mation ?  Have  we  other  great  men  whose  early  years  are  little  known  ? 
What  was  his  father  s  work?  How  did  Clay  aid  his  mother?  How 
many  brothers  and  sisters  had  Clay  ?  Do  you  know  any  boys  no  more 
favorably  situated  than  he  ? 

Trace  Clay  s  business  changes.  Did  he  have  a  good  education  ? 
Did  he  have  a  fair  chance  to  get  a  good  amount  of  knowledge  ?  Who 
were  his  teachers?  What  distinguished  men  did  he  meet  when  a  boy? 
How  did  he  get  much  of  his  education?  What  are  the  comparative 
advantages  of  a  college  education  and  a  practical  one?  How  did 
Mr.  Wythe  influence  Cldy 's  life?  With  whom  did  he  study  law? 
Could  he  have  known  much  law  when  admitted  to  the  bar? 

Why  did  Clay  go  to  Kentucky?  What  kind  of  a  people  in  Ken- 
tucky at  the  time?  Why  was  Clay  so  successful?  When  did  he  begin 
to  show  power  as  a  public  speaker?  When  was  Clay  married?  Give 
an  account  of  Clays  children.  Make  an  analysis  of  the  points  in 
Clay  s  early  life. 

_  Was  Clay  a  successful  lawyer?  What  were  his  leading  charac- 
teristics? Why  did  he  prosecute  so  few  cases  ?  In  what  kinds  of  law 
did  he  succeed  best?  Name  some  of  the  fa?nous  cases  he  engaged  in. 
Was  there  any  field  in  which  Clay  was  greater  than  as  a  lawyer? 
Which  is  more  i?nporta?it  to  a  nation,  great  statesmen,  or  great  law- 
yers ? 

When  did  Clay  begin  his  public  career?  What  party  did  he  be- 
long to  in  his  early  years  ?  Make  out  a  list  of  the  great  ?neasures  he 
advocated  in  the  State  Legislature  and  in  Congress.  On  what  subject 
did  he  change  his  position?  What  subjects  early  engaged  his  atten- 
tion ?  What  did  Clay  mean  by  his  '  'American  system  ?' '  How  far  did 
he  wish  to  press  manufacturing?  Was  he  entirely  consistent  in  his 
views  on  the  tariff?  What  was  his  first  speech  that  has  co?7ie  down  to 
us?    What  were  the  argume?its  in  his  first  really  great  speech  ? 

What  place  did  Clay  hold  in  the  House?  What  honor  did  he  re- 
ceive there  that  no  other  man  has  ever  had?  Was  Clay  afraid  to  ex- 
press his  opinions? 

Who  was  the  leader  in  bringijig  on  the  war  of  181 2?  What  were 
the  principle  arguments  used?  How  did  parties  stand  in  regard  to 
the  war?  What  measures  did  Clay  wish  used  in  the  war?  How  did 
Clay  feel  toward  merely  military  me7i  aspiring  to  civil  positions? 
Who  were  the  peace  commissiofiers  in  181 4?    Were  they  harmonious? 
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What  the  chief  point  in  dispute  ?     What  effect  did  the  war  have  on 
Clay  ?   On  the  A  merican  people  f 

How  did  Clay  feel  toward  the  South  American  Republics  f  What 
did  he  wish  done?  How  did  he  succeed  i?i  his  plans?  What  did  Clay 
believe  i?i  regard  to  Greece?  Could  Clay  be  sarcastic  in  speech  ?  Give 
illustration.  Wottld  Clay's  arguments  be  applicable  to  any  condi- 
tions now  existing? 

How  did  Clay  treat  Monroe's  administration?  When  did  he 
first  become  a  candidate  for  President?  Was  he  a  good  political 
prophet?  Why  did  Clay  dislike  fackson  so  much?  What  the  reasons 
for  fachson's  hatred  of  Clay  ?  What  is  meant  by  the  cry  of  ''bargain 
and  corruption?"  Why  could  not  Clay  be  a  candidate  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  1825?  Who  was  elected?  Did  the  election 
give  satisfaction  ?  When  did  the  campaign  of  1838  begin  ?  What  was 
the  principal  issue?  How  do  you  explain  the  ill-will  of  Jackson  and 
Clay  ?  Did  Clay,  as  Secretary  of  State,  do  what  he  wished?  Why 
not? 

When  did  new  parties  begin  to  form  ?  Into  which  did  Clay  go  ? 
What  beca?7ie  their  names  by  1834  ?  Why  was  Clay  never  elected 
President?  Name  the  years  in  which  he  was  a  candidate. 

What  was  Clay  s political  strength  ?  What  his  weakness  ?  What 
plans  had  he  to  restore  prosperity  after  the  crisis  of  183J  ?  What 
questions  arose  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  ?  How  would  Clay  treat 
them?  Was  he  right?  What  did  he  propose  to  do  with  the  income 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands?  Was  he  favorable  to  Nullification? 
How  did  he  and  Calhoun  then  come  to  act  together  on  the  tariff?  For 
what  political  e7id  above  all  others  did  Clay  stand?  Give  an  account 
of  Jackson  and  Clay  in  their  struggle  over  the  National  Bank.  What 
pla7i  had  the  Democrats  to  replace  the  Natio7ial  Bank  as  a  means  to 
manage  the  Governme7it  Revenues?  What  did  Clay  predict  in  regard 
to  it?  Has  his  prediction  been  fulfilled? 

How  did  Clay  feel  on  the  slavery  question  ?  Why  was  he  not  con- 
sistent in  argument  on  the  question  ?  How  did  the  question  affect  his 
presidential  prospects?  What  did  he  wish  to  have  done  with  the 
Negroes?  Name  the  great  compromises  he  was  author  of  in  the  main. 
Draw  conclusions  in  regard  to  his  political  influence  on  American 
history. 

What  was  the  perso7ial  appearance  of  Clay  ?  Was  he  ready  ? 
Give  anecdote  to  illustrate.  What  qualities  in  his  character  do  you 
like  ?  What  dislike  ?  Was  he  brave  ?  Give  example.  Could  he  have 
done  a7iy thing  which  would  have  been  braver? 

What  can  you  say  in  regard  to  his  style  of  oratory  ?  What  did 
the  Federalists  think  of  Clay  ?  Did  Clay  believe  in  rules  in  Congress  ? 
Any  exceptions?  Was  Clay  sensitive  to  criticism?  Proofs.  How  was 
Clay  liked  by  his  neighbors?  Was  Clay  a  good  conversationalist? 
Give  illustration.  Was  he  quick  in  repartee  ?  Could  he  quote  the 
words  of  other  men  readily  in  his  speeches?  Illustrate.  O71  the  whole 
do  you  like  Clay  or  not?  If  not,  why  not?  If  yes,  why  so? 
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SUBJECTS  FOR  SPECIAL  STUDY. 

7.  Clay' s  consistency  in  regard  to  the  tariff. 

2.  Reasons  for  Clay '  s  positions  in  regard  to  slavery. 

3.  Did  Clay  do  wrong  in  accepting,  tender  the  circumstances,  the 
position  of  Secretary  of  State  under  Adams? 

4.  Is  there  any  good  proof  of  corruption  in  his  political  life? 
3.    His  Personal  morals. 

6.  Were  his  compromises  for  the  best  i7iterest  of  the  Union? 

j.  His  work  as  Peace  Cojnmissioner  in  1814. 

8.  His  relations  to  Calhoun. 
q.  His  relations  to  Webster. 

10.     Why  he  never  became  president? 


CHRONOLOGICAL  EVENTS  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  HENRY  CLAY. 

1777.  Born  in  Hanover  County,  Virginia,  April  12. 

1781.  His  father  dies. 

1 79 1.  Clerk  in  store  of  Richard  Denny. 

1792.  Enters  Virginia  High  Court  of  Chancery  as  clerk.    His  mother 

marries  again  and  moves  to  Kentucky.    Becomes  amanuen- 
sis to  Chancellor  Wythe  at  Richmond. 

1796.  Begins  the  study  of  law  in  earnest. 

1797.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  Richmond  and  leaves  for  Kentucky. 
1799.     Married  Miss  Lucretia  Hart. 

1803.    Elected  to  the  legislature  of  Kentucky. 

1806.  Sent  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  a  year  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

Not  yet  thirty. 

1807.  Again  elected  to  the  Kentucky  legislature.    Elected  speaker. 

1809.  His  first  duel.  Both  Clay  and  his  opponent,  Humphrey  Mar- 
shall, slightly  wounded.  Elected  to  the  United  States  Senate 
to  fill  a  two  years'  vacancy. 

181 1.  First  election  to  the  House  of  Representatives;  the  first  day  of 
his  first  term  elected  speaker. 

1814.  Resigns  the  speakership  to  go  as  Peace  Commissioner  to  Eu- 

rope, with  Gallatin,  J.  Q.  Adams,  Russell  and  Bayard. 

181 5.  Elected  again  to  Congress,  and  chosen  speaker  for  the  third 

time  by  a  large  majority.    He  was  re-elected  speaker  in 
1817,  i8i9and  1823. 

1820.  A  supporter  of  the  Missouri  Compromise. 

1821.  The  author  of  the  compromise  under  which  Missouri  finally 

became  a  State  in  the  Union. 

1822.  Nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the  legislatures  of  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Missouri  and  Ohio. 

1824.  Defeated  for  the  Presidency.  Famous  tariff  debate  with  Web- 

ster. 

1825.  Secretary  of  State  under  J.  Q.  Adams.    The  cry  of  "bargain 

and  corruption"  raised. 
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1826.    His  second  duel.    Neither  he  nor  John  Randolph  wounded. 

Shook  hands  after  the  affair  was  over. 
1829.    Returns  to  Kentucky  and  to  his  farm. 

1831.  Elected  Senator  again.    December  12,  he  was  nominated  as 

the  National  Republican  candidate  for  President. 

1832.  Jackson  defeats  him  for  the   Presidency.    The   Nullification 

controversy  begins.     He  struggles  for  the  National  Bank 
against  Jackson. 

1833.  Proposes  and  carries  through  the  famous  compromise  tariff  of 

that  year. 

1834.  Gives  a  name  to  the  new  party — Whig.    Attempts  to  attach 

the  name  Tory  to  the  Jackson  party.    Fails. 

i83i-'37.  A  member  of  the  great  "triumvirate" — Webster,  Clay  and 
Calhoun. 

1839.  Defeated  for  the  Whig  nomination  by  Harrison.  Very  sore 
for  a  time. 

i84i-'42.     Opposes  the  Tyler  administration. 

1842.  Resigns  the  Senatorship;  one  of  his  greatest  and  most  dramat- 
ic speeches,  on  leaving  the  Senate. 

1849.  Returns  to  the  Senate. 

1850.  Author  and  most  powerful  supporter  of  the  "Compromise  of 

of  1850." 
1852.     Died  June  29.  
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